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Mark 7:31-37             Pentecost 15 b P18              9-5-21 

         The Deaf and Mute Enabled Hear and Speak Well 

 

 Today, in our readings, we see how our Lord in direct 

fulfillment of the prophecy given by God the Holy Spirit through 

Isaiah, healed a deaf man with a speech impediment – and we 

should absolutely rejoice in that event!   

Certainly, there is rejoicing with the healing as (like all 

the miracles of Jesus) it helped point out that Jesus was the 

promised Messiah, none other than God the Son made flesh, come 

to heal His broken and cursed creation (this healing a pointing 

to the true healing and cure of the cross).   

But also we are to rejoice in how this miracle reminds us 

of how our Lord miraculously healed our deafness and speech 

impediment.  For all of us are born spiritually deaf and 

definitely have a speech/tongue problem (as all the vile and 

cruel speech fills the world around us).   

 And I’m not just talking about mankind as a whole, but 

specifically we Christians (for we still have the sinful flesh 

and deadly tongue clinging to us and fighting for expression).   

 Oh, how God’s children can behave so ungodly, especially in 

regards to the tongue.  How right James goes on to say in his 

letter: James 3:4-10 ESV  Look at the ships also: though they are so large and 

are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 
will of the pilot directs.  (5)  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of 
great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  (6)  And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set 
on fire by hell.  (7)  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 
can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,  (8)  but no human being can tame 
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  (9)  With it we bless our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.  (10)  
From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought 
not to be so. 
 Indeed, these things ought not to be so.  God gave us ears 

to hear the Word of God and rejoice in the keeping of it (as 

well as for listening for our neighbor’s needs and cares).  He 

gave us tongues and lips to sing His praises, to speak His Word 

back unto Him and unto each other – to care for one another, 

encourage and build each other up.  

 But because we have a sinful nature that clings to us, we 

have a tendency to plug our ears to His Word, to not hear His 

voice, and let our Old Adam rant and rave with our tongues.   

   

 How unbelievably sad it is when God’s people can use their 

redeemed tongues to grieve and hurt fellow believers or those 

around them with foolish, unthinking, harsh comments.  And so 

often the killing words can fly out of our mouths before we even 
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realize it.  We get angry and without thinking a sin-filled 

tongue fires an insult or attack at our neighbor (often at those 

closest to us).  And they don’t have to be shouted.  Remember, 

how great a fire is started with a small spark.  How great a 

fire of destruction and hurt can come from such a small bit of 

gossip (instead of defending another’s reputation).   

 And just as the man’s speech impediment in our text was 

probably caused by his deafness, our speech problems, (our lack 

of caring and supportive words to neighbor, as well as our 

verbal attacks upon others can be directly linked to OUR 

deafness to the Word of God (our not following His Word or 

spending time in His Word or not listening/paying attention His 

Word).  Whether the devil and the world has succeeded in 

distracting God’s people with “life”, busyness and activities, 

or whether our sinful nature which always despises and rebels 

against the Word of God has succeeded in getting us to stop 

coming to the Divine Service as often, or paying attention when 

there, or not spending time in that Word at home, our turning a 

deaf ear to the Word of God and not truly listening/taking to 

heart the Word, allows the Old Adam to grow in power and 

influence, and enables that small little tongue to wield 

incredible destructive power. 

 Who can rescue us from this body of death?  Who can douse 

the fire of our tongues?  Thanks be unto God Who has done this 

great thing for us at the cross and given it to us in the waters 

of our Baptism. 

 At the Cross, Jesus our substitute endured the torment of 

God the Father turning away from Him with all of our shameful 

and harmful speech, our rejection and guilt placed on Him.  Then 

the Creator of all spoke the words, “It is finished” as He gave 

up His Life to pay for all of our guilt.  And three days later, 

The Father proclaimed our salvation by Jesus’ resurrection! 

As awesome of a miracle the healing in our text was, God 

performed the same, if not a mightier miracle upon you at your 

baptism.  In that water and Word, God your Creator and Redeemer 

came to you and said, “Ephphatha”, be opened.  At that moment, 

God the Holy Spirit open your cold, dead, sinful heart and 

created the faith to trust in that saving Work of Jesus to where 

your ears were opened to hear the Gospel, the Word of Salvation 

in Jesus proclaimed to you in that water, and opened your lips 

to say “Thanks be unto God.  He has done all things well”.   

And that same saving grace given in that Blessed Sacrament 

is what continues to help us even now to open our ears and our 

tongues in God-pleasing ways. 

 You have heard me on numerous occasions reminding you to 

recall your baptism – to remember what God did for you there and 
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rely on that same grace of God given to you in your daily life 

now.  Well, open your ears and hear! 

 Hear again the reminder to rely on your baptism.  That each 

day you remember the love of God demonstrated for you at the 

cross and given to you at the font and know that your loving 

Creator and Re-Creator comes to you and says ephphatha, be 

opened.  And know that He will continue to open your ears and 

your heart to His Word (that you will continue to hear of how 

well and tenderly God speaks of you – that you are His beloved 

child, absolutely clean and righteous in His eyes in Christ, and 

how He absolutely loves you) and, that you be enabled to cling 

to His promises and then in thanksgiving confess that faith/word 

of Christ to those around you.  That you will be enabled to 

silence the harsh words of the Old Adam (drown him and his 

poisoned tongue with the grace and strength God gives you in 

Christ), and instead speak of the love of God in Christ and 

build one another up with kind and loving words.  Words that put 

the best construction on situations, and words that defend your 

neighbor, not destroy them.  Forgiving words, healing words.  

With new hearts and tongues, He has enabled us to be open 

to each other, to help build each other up in the Lord until the 

last day.  The Day when we will hear one more ephphatha spoken--

that one to be cried out on the when our Lord Returns in Glory 

and says Ephphatha, be opened to our graves, and our bodies will 

be raised up, forever freed from the shackles of the sinful 

flesh, and rejoined with our spirits which will have been with 

Christ in heaven.  Then, our ears will always rejoice to hear 

God’s Voice and our tongues will never stop praising and 

rejoicing in His Love.   

 


