
All Clean 

Throughout the Easter Season, the Paschal candle is lighted during the Divine Service .  It serves 

as a reminder of our Lord’s Resurrection victory over the darkness of sin, death and the grave.   The 

paschal candle is also lighted at funerals, as a remembrance of the eternal life those departing in the 

faith in Christ have now and the hope of the resurrection on the Last Day (of life over death). 

And the paschal candle is lighted at baptisms, as a strong reminder again of your connection to 

Christ’s death and resurrection.  In your baptism you were connected to Christ’s death.  Not only was 

your sinful guilt washed away in Jesus’ Blood, your Old Adam, the sinful nature you were conceived and 

born with that always despises God and His Word, was drowned, killed, and buried with Christ, along 

with its mastery over you.  And you were connected to Jesus’ resurrection as you had a whole new 

spiritually alive person remade in the image of God created within you, raised up unto eternal life now 

and forever in the power of Jesus Resurrection.   Now you have the ability to love God and your 

neighbor, though not completely or perfectly, for the sinful nature remains with you throughout your 

days in this fallen world.  But in that blessed sacrament, God has acted to make the dead, alive.  Because 

He lives, you live, now and forever more!   

 Pastor Klemet Preus shares this story in his book The Fire and the Staff:  Every once in a while 

something happens in church that you could never expect and that will never be repeated. One such 

unexpected event occurred at my church during a Baptism one Sunday. The young couple had three 

children, the youngest about a week old. A month earlier I had visited them in their home to review 

what the Bible teaches about Baptism. Little Johnny, about 3 years old, had listened with rapt attention 

as I went through a few of the many verses that tell us what “Baptism gives and profits.” We had 

scheduled the Baptism for the Sunday after the birth no matter when the birth would happen… 

Everyone was excited and joyful… when the big day arrived. The baby was dressed in a gorgeous 

and intricate gown, the same worn by her mother and grandmother. It was a beautiful Holy Sacrament, 

and we were treating it that way. Just before the service began, I was asked, “Would it be okay if we 

brought Johnny up to the font? He probably won’t behave in the pew.” “Of course,” I replied, “that way 

he can see exactly what is happening.” I never mentioned that I was skeptical as to whether Johnny’s 

particular location in the Lord’s house would guarantee behavior significantly improved from his norm. 

Johnny was a little hellion. “Oh, that would be so nice.” The family beamed their pleasure. Dad held 

Johnny who, I concede, did appear to be interested in the sacramental goings on and seemed to squirm 

slightly less than usual. When the family returned to their pew, I was pleased both at the Baptism and at 

Johnny’s uncharacteristically good behavior. Perhaps, I thought, witnessing his sister’s Holy Baptism had 

positively affected Johnny, increasing his level of sanctification. Then it happened. Halfway back to their 

pew, Dad let Johnny walk. The agile little imp quickly seized his opportunity and escaped. Before I could 

even turn around (I was walking back to my chair on the far side of the chancel), Johnny was standing in 

front of the altar, facing the congregation. I gasped. Mom and Dad gasped. The congregation smiled, less 

amused at Johnny’s antics than at my predicament. Then Johnny spoke. It was one of those short, 

brilliant, and completely orthodox statements that indicates a life in the ministry. “All clean!” he 

shouted and summarily returned to his pew. I sighed. The parents sighed. The congregation smiled 

again. …I realized that Johnny had captured the purpose and meaning of Baptism perfectly and 

precisely. He had preached a better sermon that day than I had. I suppose Johnny could have said, “In 

Baptism the justification that Jesus accomplished and pronounced from the cross has now been spoken 

specifically and intimately over my little sister.” I think his sermon was just as clear and to the point, “All 

clean!” 



What are the blessings of Baptism? When you were baptized: God pronounced you forgiven. 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” 

(Acts 2:38). …You were washed clean of your sins. That’s what the word baptize means. “Rise up and be 

baptized and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16). You were made radiant in the eyes of God, without 

blemish—stainless, pure, and holy. “Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that He might present the 

church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25–27). The name of God was placed upon you. “Baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). You were born again and 

given faith. “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 

…You were justified by grace. “He saved us … by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5–7). The Holy Spirit came 

into your life. “Repent and be baptized … and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  

In summary, can you think of any blessing of grace that you did not receive in your Baptism? Did 

the Holy Spirit withhold, defer, delay, postpone, suppress, hold back, restrict, or otherwise keep from 

you any of His blessings? In case you are a little hesitant in answering, Paul says, “You have been filled 

with Him … having been buried with Him in baptism” (Colossians 2:10–12). How can water do such great 

things? …“Clearly the water does not do it, but the Word of God, which is with and alongside the water, 

and faith, which trusts this Word of God in the water.”  In your Baptism the Holy Spirit was working 

through the Word, connecting it with water, and pronouncing you righteous. In Baptism God’s strong 

Word bespoke you righteous. In Baptism God said, “All clean.” 

In the face of satan’s attacks and accusations, gaze upon the paschal candle lighted before you 

this Easter season and be reminded that you have been connected to Christ’s death and resurrection, 

that you are “all clean”!    
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