
Witnesses of The Scandal 

With the Lenten season upon us, we will begin this year’s Lenten midweek sermon series 

that focuses on “Witnesses to Christ” – hearing from some of the people who were involved with 

the scandal of Christ’s Passion.  

 When the scandal of Christ’s crucifixion is brought up, the thought often turns to who 

was responsible for killing Christ?   It is a Biblical fact (thus an historical fact) that the Jewish 

religious leaders did seek to kill Jesus and were the prime movers that lead to His crucifixion at 

the hands of the Romans.   The Jews did kill Jesus.  (And sadly, that has helped fuel anti-

Semitism at various times and places).  The Jews did kill Jesus.  But so did the Romans.  And so 

did we!  We killed Jesus.  Though the High Priest and his fellow leaders provided the fuel, and 

though the Roman soldiers pierced Jesus’ hands and feet, WE were the ones behind every blow 

of the hammer.    It was our sinful guilt that placed Jesus on the cross.   Our sin that brought Him 

shame and suffering beyond imagination.  We killed Jesus.   

 But then again, we give ourselves too much credit.  We never could have killed Jesus if 

He did not want us to.   It was Jesus Who loving obeyed His Father’s will to be our substitute 

under His wrath and Judgment.  It was Jesus Who not only took on our flesh and natures, but 

even lowered Himself to our awful condition.  It was Jesus Who chose not to use His full Divine 

Power and Glory so that He could suffer and die in our place.  It was Jesus Who gave up His 

spirit on the cross.  It was Jesus who is responsible for killing Jesus.  

 But the scandal of Christ and His Cross goes beyond “who killed Him”.   Christ and His 

Cross have always and will always be a scandal.  First Jesus is scandalous to our sinful flesh.   

The person and work of Christ forces a confrontation with our sinful nature.  Jesus and His 

suffering, death and resurrection force us to examine who and what we are.  As we reflect upon 

WHY Jesus came to us, we are confronted with our sin, as well as our inability to save ourselves 

or work our way back into heaven.   That is scandalous to our fallen natures.  We can’t stand the 

thought that we cannot save ourselves or at least participate in it in some fashion.  Plus, our Old 

Adam never wants to have our sin exposed in the first place.  We want to cover our shame and 

guilt, to cover ourselves with excuses and lies, or to ignore our condition altogether.   But God’s 

Law peels away the layers of excuses and defenses, cuts us open and exposes our sinful natures.   

We are shown our helpless condition, our need of forgiveness, our need for a substitute, our need 

for a Savior.    

 And finally, Jesus has made it quite clear that salvation and the door to heaven goes only 

and solely through Him, period.  There are no other ways to heaven.  All other religions are false 

no matter how sincere the follower is.  All other belief systems and philosophies of man, no 

matter how clever or seemingly fulfilling lead nowhere but to the emptiness and torment of hell.  

Jesus is the only way to Life eternal.  And that is a scandalous statement to make – especially in 

our pluralistic, relativistic society.  There is probably nothing more offensive to the modern ear  

than to say that Christianity is the only true religion and way to God.   Yet, it is the truth.  To try 

and soften it with compromise or the suggestion that all sincere believers in other religions will 

be allowed into heaven is not only deceptive, but the most unloving thing we could do or 

promote.    Letting someone drown in their false beliefs and self-deceptions, in the name of 

showing them respect and validation, is not true respect or love, but cruel and damning.  As 



“Witnesses to Christ”, we can never make Jesus just one of many options, but must always 

proclaim Him to be The Way, The Truth and The Life. 

Jesus Christ and His Work on the Cross and empty tomb is the only way to heaven, 

period.   This message is scandalous, and offensive to this fallen world.  And yet, though Christ 

and His Cross are scandalous and even offensive, we are not to be purposely offensive to those 

around us.  Just because we have been shown the truth, does not mean we are to arrogantly go 

around with some kind of “holier than thou” attitude.  Rather, we are always to speak the truth in 

love.  We are to reflect the love of God in Christ to those around us in our daily lives, and we are 

to tell them about God’s love for them in Christ as God gives us the opportunity.   The Message 

of Christ and His work on the Cross can be offensive, but His messengers and children, the 

“Witnesses to Christ”,  should be steadfast, gentle and kind as they share His Word. 
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