
Perspective in Suffering 

 I’ve shared the following true story in some of our Bible classes, but thought it worth 

sharing in this format: 

Several years ago, a faithful church member became very ill – so ill that she was unable 

to come to church anymore.  Her fellow members were quite upset, even angry at God.  “How 

could God let this happen to this faithful woman of God?  If anyone should have gotten sick, it 

should have been her no good, unbelieving husband!  He’s the one that needed God to get his 

attention with an illness…”, and other such comments were shared.    After about two years, this 

faithful daughter of God died, and the members were further angry.  “How could God have 

allowed this to happen to such a faithful woman?  If anyone should have died it should have been 

that unbelieving husband!  He’s the one who should have died.”  They continued to be upset 

until about a month later when the woman’s husband showed up in church to be baptized.   

 What the members did not see was how this husband lovingly cared for his wife every 

day.  He knew how much she missed going to church.  He knew how important being in the 

Word of God was to her.  The members didn’t see how he would daily read the Bible and 

devotional books to her since she no longer could.  The members didn’t realize how he listened 

to the pastor when we would come over and share God’s word with his wife and give her the 

Lord’s Supper.  They didn’t see how he daily watched his wife’s persistent faith, hope and trust 

in the Lord amidst the face of such suffering and approaching death.  They didn’t understand 

until his baptism how God had worked through her living witness and faith, and especially 

through the Word he heard from the pastor as well as when he read it to his wife every day.    

And I know that this woman would have been glad to suffer it all again if she only knew how 

God would use it to save her husband from a far greater illness and death eternal. 

  

As you well know, being a Christian does not make you immune to suffering in this 

fallen world.  Indeed, not only are Christians afflicted like everyone else with sickness, 

heartache, financial struggles, broken relationships, physical or emotional pain, anger, bitterness, 

stress, death, etc. but also are afflicted with sin.  We struggle daily with sin and the guilt it brings 

(sins that the world revels in).  On top of that we can be persecuted for the faith. 

And when we are afflicted, “why” is the usually the first word from our lips.  And we are 

in good company when we utter that question.  David. Job.  Moses.  Paul.   

And we certainly are not always privileged to know exactly “why”.  Oh, we will of 

course be tempted by the devil to doubt God’s love and care for us during those tough times.  

Quick will the questions come from the evil one, and even the world around us, asking: “Where 

is Jesus in your suffering?”  “He promised to help you, where is He now?”   “Why?”   

Throughout any and all suffering that each of us endure, we are to always, always, always 

be assured of the love of God for us.  We are never to doubt His care or motives.   He always is 

seeing to our eternal welfare as well as those around us.  The Cross shows us the extent of His 

Love. 

Yes, sometimes the suffering is intended to shape you and strengthen your trust in His 

promises.  But sometimes, it’s not about you at all.  Sometimes your struggles and trials, 

persecutions and sorrows are about those around you, as we read in the story above.  As people 

observe your life and how you respond and live under trial and affliction, God is able to open 

doors to touch their lives with His Gospel.   Regardless of the reasons for such trials to afflict us, 

God grant us the grace to always look upon the Cross where we see the Heart of God and His 

love for us on full display.     Pastor 


