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Luke 20:9-20             Lent 5 c                    4-3-22 

The Destructive Cornerstone 

 

Three days before Jesus was going to be crucified for the 

sins of mankind He was once again confronted by the religious 

leaders of Jerusalem.  They had again been trying to trick and 

trap Jesus so that they might secretly be able to get rid of 

Him.  But Jesus, being God, knew their hearts and their motives, 

in fact, He also knew that in 3 days they would kill Him.  So 

now, in front of the crowds they feared, Jesus exposes the 

hearts and motives of the Jewish leaders and how they were going 

to kill the Son of God.  But with this parable, Jesus also was 

showing the incredible patience and long-suffering of God as He 

waited for His people to bear the fruit of repentant and 

obedient hearts.  And yet, He also warns them that the patience 

of God, though great, will eventually run out, and judgment will 

come. 

 The parable was very relatable to the crowds, for they 

could easily picture a landowner who had set up a vineyard and 

after a time, sent a servant to collect some of the fruit from 

his vineyard from the tenants in he had placed in charge (of his 

vineyard).  

 But to the listener’s shock, the wicked and greedy tenants 

decided to keep the profits for themselves, beat the servant and 

sent him back to the owner empty handed. 

 Now imagine what you would have done in that owner’s place.  

This is your land, your equipment, your products.  And when you 

send a worker to collect your profits, your hired hands beat 

your collections agent and keep the money for themselves.  What 

would you do?  You’d go after them, throw them in jail, etc.  

You’d see that justice is done.  And that is what Jesus’ 

listeners expected the owner to do as well.  But to the utter 

disbelief of everyone, Jesus says that the owner ignored the 

injustice and crime committed against him, and instead, 

patiently sent another servant.  And then another, and another. 

Each servant treated progressively harsher (some even killed 

according to the parallel reading).  

 This was unheard of evil - and unheard of patience.  

Unheard of evil and unheard of patience that was necessary for 

Jesus to picture in order to show the crowds the incredible evil 

and wickedness of their leaders, as well as the incredible 

patience of God. 

For God had set up His vineyard – Israel, and He placed 

leaders (vinedressers) over them who were to cultivate them in 

the Word of God – to make them into a fruit bearing body that 

would be a light to the world – a group to share the Good News 

of the Messiah with fallen mankind.  And throughout the history 
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of Israel, God sent prophets (servants) to His vineyard (Israel) 

to see that the people were producing the fruits of the Law and 

Gospel/Word of God.  But the Jewish religious leaders throughout 

their history hated those prophets (servants), for they hated 

the pure Word of God, and so Jerusalem became infamous for 

beating and killing the prophets (servants) of God. (Mat 23:37)  ""O 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 

have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing." 
The religious leaders of Israel throughout its history 

wanted to keep their positions of authority and power, and to 

teach the people their own perverted version of the word of God, 

and to keep them from the true Word which would have produced 

true fruit for the Divine Owner.  And God patiently, mercifully 

kept waiting for His fruit. 

It is the same patience that God shows us, we who also have 

a sinful nature with the tendency to hate the Word of God.  The 

tendency to block out His Law and Gospel – to stop the fruits of 

repentance/obedience by our evil desires and hearts.  He is 

incredibly patient with us as He continues to send His powerful 

Word to us to bring us to a repentance for our sin and 

create/sustain a faith in the heart to receive the forgiveness 

of our sins.  He is indeed tremendously patient with His 

children!   

 Jesus continues the picture, stating how the owner then 

sent his own beloved son to the tenants (Note Beloved Son: a 

clear reference to Jesus Himself, for at His Baptism and at His 

transfiguration, the Father declares Jesus to be His Beloved Son 

– the One now sent to the Vineyard Israel).  The Owner reasons 

that surely they’d respect His Son – the very heir of ownership.  

But when the workers see the son coming, they decide upon a plan 

to kill the son and heir so that they may have what was his, 

keep the inheritance for themselves. What foolish insanity, 

thinking that killing the son would make it so that they would 

get the inheritance, that the land and its fruits would be 

theirs! The same insanity and foolishness of our sinful flesh as 

well!  So, when the son arrived, they cast Him out of his own 

vineyard and killed him. 

 Here, Jesus was telling the people of how their leaders 

would be murdering Him, the Beloved Son of God.  For God had now 

indeed sent His only Beloved Son, and the evil abusers and 

murderers of his servants were now plotting to kill the Son and 

seize the inheritance.  Jesus was the Heir of the Old Covenant, 

and He had full right to expect the fruits of repentance and 

obedience, but now the workers/leaders of the vineyard Israel 

were fearful of Jesus, fearful of losing their power and 

influence.  They decided to kill Him, get Him out of the way, 
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for then who would be left to dispute their rule of the after 

the Son was dead and the inheritance/Israel was theirs for the 

taking.  And indeed, they fulfilled Jesus’ Words, they cast Him 

out of the vineyard – completely disowned, rejected and 

humiliated Him and killed Him on the cross. 

 Now Jesus asks the people what the Owner would now do to 

those who have killed His Son.  And they answered (and Jesus 

agreed) that the Owner Himself will come, not looking for fruit, 

but for justice.  He will destroy those wicked workers and give 

the vineyard to others.  Here Jesus is warning the people that 

the patience of God, though it is great, it is limited, and that 

one day He will come seeking not fruit, but judgment.  Now the 

people understood Jesus, and responded “May this never be” – may 

the condition of Israel never come to where God would have to do 

this.  But Jesus tells them that this has already been 

prophesied. Luke 20:17  But he looked directly at them and said, 

“What then is this that is written: “‘The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 

They (Israel) will reject the stone/the Rock Jesus Christ.  

But, He assures them that this rejected stone/rock would become 

the Cornerstone of the New Covenant.  

Jesus would use their rejection of Him to accomplish the 

Promised work of salvation and build a new Temple/building – His 

Body of Believers, the Church. 

God is incredibly patient, but it will run out and judgment 

will come.  Jerusalem saw that with its destruction at the hands 

of Rome 40 years later (by the judgment of God for rejecting the 

Messiah).  We are in a time of Grace, a time when God is 

patiently waiting for His sheep to be brought safely into His 

house of salvation.  But His patience will run out.  Time will 

run out. The Time of Grace will end, and Christ will return as 

Judge, rather than substitute/savior. 

And note the destructiveness of the Cornerstone, the Rock 

Jesus Christ.  It shatters and breaks all.   Those who fall upon 

it/Him, have their hardened hearts shattered, their self-

reliance shattered. Those dropped upon The Rock by the Law 

wielded by the Holy Spirit, have their self-reliance killed, 

their Old Adam downed and a New person raised up that trusts in 

His saving, forgiving work (of Jesus), rescued from Judgment and 

reborn unto eternal life.  By the gracious work of God, so you 

have been dropped upon this saving Rock! 

 But those The Rock falls upon are crushed in righteous 

judgment.  Those who reject the Son and His saving work are 

themselves rejected, cast out of the Presence of Holy God, and 

sent into the never ending torments of the hell prepared for the 

devil and the fallen angels. 
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 This Lenten season, God grant us the grace that we are 

enabled to continually fall upon and trust the Rock Jesus Christ 

in true repentance that He may raise us up, trusting in Him and 

bearing the fruit of repentance and eternal life.    

Amen 


