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Isaiah 43:16-21          Lent 5 c            4-7-19 

Those Were the Days 

 

 The good old days. Do you remember your parents, or 

grandparents (or maybe yourself!) talking about the good old 

days? The days of their youth when all was good, well certainly 

better than now. Glorious days! 

So it was for the children of Israel in the days of Isaiah.  

They were troubled. Things didn’t look so good for the future 

with enemies threatening them, and the present was scary with 

the city slowly falling apart.  But at least they had the past—

they could reminisce about some glorious times for the nation of 

Israel: The good old days. 

Indeed they were!  Without a doubt, the greatest, most 

glorious act of deliverance in the Old Testament is the Exodus 

from Egypt.  The story is packed with the excitement of God’s 

mighty acts on behalf of His people.  The Exodus is retold again 

and again throughout Scripture, repeated frequently in the 

psalms.  It is important to the Lord, as well — so much so that 

He had commanded His people to celebrate the Passover every year 

in order to remember that time of salvation: For those days were 

to point not only to His saving and merciful nature, but more so 

to the greater salvation He would accomplish. 

Oh, the good old days when the fugitive Moses was sent by 

God to command Pharaoh the Egyptian king to bow to the will of 

God.  Those were the days, when the Lord brought plague after 

plague upon the Egyptians because of Pharaoh’s hard-

heartedness.  Oh, how they like to sit in Jerusalem now and  

retell the stories handed down to them: The shock and revulsion 

of the Egyptians as the Nile River turned to blood; the 

amusement as frogs infiltrated every dwelling, including the 

palace; the confusion of the people as the land was plunged into 

darkness; and the terrible judgment of the death of the 

firstborn Egyptians.  And the awesome deliverance of the 

firstborn Israelites by the blood of the Passover lambs: The 

time when the One True Living God, the great I AM, was present 

with His people working for their salvation and good.  He even 

parted the Red Sea and led His people through on dry ground to 

safety and closed that same water over the pursuing Egyptian 

army in judgment for their unrepentant hearts. 

Those were the good old days, days to remember because 

frankly, things did look so good for Israel at the moment.   

But nostalgia can’t save them.  The Exodus was an 

important, true event, but it only gave salvation to those 

Israelites back then—it held no salvation for those of Isaiah’s 

time. Things looked bad. Until the Lord spoke and told His 

people:  
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You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet!  Okay, He put it a little 

better than that: 

(ISA 43:19-21 ESV) BEHOLD, I AM DOING A NEW THING; NOW IT 

SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT? I WILL MAKE A WAY IN THE 

WILDERNESS AND RIVERS IN THE DESERT.  (20)  THE WILD BEASTS WILL 

HONOR ME, THE JACKALS AND THE OSTRICHES, FOR I GIVE WATER IN THE 

WILDERNESS, RIVERS IN THE DESERT, TO GIVE DRINK TO MY CHOSEN 

PEOPLE, (21) THE PEOPLE WHOM I FORMED FOR MYSELF THAT THEY MIGHT 

DECLARE MY PRAISE. 

Through Isaiah, The Lord tells His chosen people that He 

indeed performed the mighty acts of the Exodus; and while they 

should remember them (and thus remember His character), they are 

not to dwell solely upon them.  Why?  Because it was actually 

pointing ahead to something better that was coming, a mighty act 

of God that will make the Exodus pale in comparison.  He’ll 

establish a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert—a 

miracle of water and life so remarkable that even the 

indifferent desert-dwellers like jackals will be astounded.   

In other words, the Lord declares, “You ain’t seen nothing 

yet.” God has not just given His people fond memories to look 

back on.  He has formed them for Himself.  He has promised His 

faithfulness.  And His plan for His people is not one of a brief 

moment but one of ongoing, everlasting glory. 

And what a plan it is!  It is not just deliverance from 

Egypt, (or a return from exile) but rescue from sin and the 

devil.  It is not just a one-time rescue, but salvation for all 

time.  It is not just for one group in a certain place at a 

certain time; this plan is for all people in all times. He is 

freeing them from their true slavery of their soul and giving 

them victory over eternal death. 

The plan is underway (as it had from before creation), and 

the time will come for its fulfillment.  It won’t happen right 

away—the people of Isaiah’s time will be long gone before it is 

completed; but the plan is also for them.  The glorious day when 

the King of kings, the Savior will arrive in Jerusalem.  He will 

be placed upon a throne by the will of God and the mandate of 

the people. He will be crowned and lifted up at their 

insistence, as earthly kings declare Him to be the King.  Army 

troops and everyday citizens will surround Him, and He will on 

that day pray forgiveness for all, even His enemies.  That will 

be the completion of God’s redemption for His people.  That will 

truly be the glorious Good Old Day. 

But it will not look so glorious (to the sin-jaundiced 

eye).  The Savior is placed upon a throne of a cross by an irate 

mob.  His crown is made of thorns and He is lifted up while the 

people insist, “Crucify Him!”  The earthly kings who declare Him 

king are Herod and Pilate: One dresses Him up in a royal robe, 
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the other places a sign above His head that reads, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  Neither act is done in reverence 

or in faith.  Army troops surround Him, namely the ones who are 

there to make sure His execution is carried out as ordered.  

Everyday citizens are there, whipped into a frenzy and calling 

for His death.  No, it doesn’t look like a glorious, good old 

day at all. 

But, despite appearances, it is. True, the Savior is 

crucified at the insistence of an irate mob; but He allows it 

because His death in this fashion truly is the will of God the 

Father.  And even as those present call for His death, He prays 

for their forgiveness; “Father, forgive them, for they know not 

what they do.”  Then He dies; and at His death, God recognizes 

that the perfect sacrifice/payment for sin has been made.  He 

declares forgiveness has been won. That dark day of death is a 

day of deliverance from death, as is witnessed three days later 

when Jesus the King rises bodily from the tomb and declares 

victory over all our enemies. 

A rescue greater that the Exodus has taken place. God has 

given life in the desert of Sin and death, a water of life that 

He gives us His chosen people to drink and live.  It was in the 

waters of Baptism when He gave you that first drink of living 

water.  That was your personal Exodus.  That was when God 

rescued you from your slavery to sin and the pursuing enemy of 

death.  That was when your Old Adam and its rule over you was 

drowned in those waters of judgment and buried with Christ.  And 

it took such a killing, for the Old Adam is something that 

cannot be improved, cured, helped or redeemed – it can only be 

drowned and killed.  

And having been brought through those waters God gave you a 

whole new life in Christ, creating a brand new, spiritually 

alive person within you.  That was the good old glorious day for 

you – the day for you to look back upon (and be certain of His 

Loving care and presence), especially as you travel through the 

harsh wilderness of this fallen and cursed world.   

He would also have us look back to (the exodus of) our 

baptism and live in it every single day.  The cross and the font 

are not just glorious events of the past, but that which gives 

you life and forgiveness even now!  When we are tempted to 

despair under the accusations of the devil or the sufferings of 

daily struggles in this wilderness, we are to each day rely on 

the grace of God given to us in our baptism and use it not only 

to drown and kill the Old Adam daily, but also to throw the 

accusations of Satan back into his face.  “Yes devil, I have 

sinned, I am a poor miserable sinner, more than you may know, 

but I am baptized!  I have been clothed in the righteous robes 

of Jesus Christ.  I am forgiven and I have been given the faith 
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to trust in His grace alone.  There is no condemnation for those 

in Christ Jesus.  Be gone!!”  God wants you to live in the joy 

and freedom that comes only in His forgiveness and love! 

And today especially with His Supper do we have another 

means to remember and live in the Good old days, as we do this 

in remembrance of Him, indeed more so as we partake not of a 

memory, but of Christ Himself, His very Body and Blood given in 

with and under the Bread and Wine of His Supper to assure us of 

the grace and forgiveness and salvation that is ours in Him!  It 

is a foretaste of that Greatest of Days that awaits us when He 

will return in His full power and glory and rid this fallen 

creation and ourselves of the last effects of sin forever.  The 

Day that will be an endless Good Old Day, or rather Good New Day 

without end, when the glory of God’s kingdom will be revealed in 

its fullest and the desert wilderness is remade into the never-

ending garden of life. 

 Until then, daily drink of the water of Life Jesus Christ 

by recalling your baptism, reading His Word, partake of the 

Bread of Life in His Supper and then live in the freedom and joy 

that comes to those who know they are forgiven and loved now and 

forever more – freed to now proclaim His praise – to tell others 

of the water of life given in the good old days, the day of 

glory at Calvary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


