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Luke 15:1-3,11-32    Lent 4 c                      3-31-19 

The Prodigal Son – Adam, The Younger Son, Us 

 

 The son said: “I wish you were dead, out of the way so that 

I could have everything I want”.  But instead he received a 

ruined life by his own hand, as the son of God Adam received an 

inheritance of death for himself and all of his descendants 

since.  Oh, did you think I was speaking of the son in our text, 

known as the Prodigal?  Actually, I was referring to both. 

 When the Prodigal son asked for his inheritance, to the 

Jewish culture it really was as if he was wishing that his 

father was dead.  Jesus’ listeners would have had to pick their 

jaws up from the floor – no one could be that heartless, callous 

and cold as to say such a thing. To ask for an inheritance while 

your father was still living was the epitome of selfishness and 

cruelty, wanting your father to hurry up and die so that you can 

have everything you want. 

 That was really what Adam and Eve were doing, wanting God 

out of the way (have Him be dead to them) so that they could 

have what they wanted (what they had been deceived into 

believing had been kept from them – tempted to desire in a false 

way what they already had).  Wishing God dead and out of the 

way… 

 And really, that is what every sin is at its core – a 

wishing that God was dead – out of the way so that we can have 

or do what we want (be our own god).  And with that, we receive 

instead a ruined life by our own hand.  Adam caused all of 

creation to be cursed by God, brought death, suffering and 

sorrow to himself and all of his children – an inheritance we 

have received from our fathers, one where we each are born with 

a self-centered, selfish heart that continues to want God dead, 

out of our way so that we can continue to wallow in our self-

absorbed living – and eventually end up losing all as we indulge 

in what is not for us. 

 

 In the parable, the prodigal son ends up living in a 

totally depraved and deplorable condition – no self-respecting 

Jew would ever consider being in such a state.  Not only had he 

ended up working for a pig farming gentile(!) (for only a 

gentile would have pigs), but he had become so destitute that he 

began to long to eat the pig slop he was feeding the pigs.  The 

lowest of lows for a Jew. 

 Now at this point in the parable, Jesus states that in this 

desperate condition, the young prodigal son “came to his 

senses”.  He realized the sad condition he was in and wanted to 

be saved from it.  It was at this point that he partially 

“repented” – realizes where salvation could be found – back at 
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his father’s home, where even the servants were better off that 

he was now.  He remembers the mercy and love of His father, and 

moved by that love he hopes that he might still be able to live 

there (not as a son, that was gone as he “killed” that 

relationship, but as a servant).  But he would return 

reluctantly because, even though he remembers his father’s love, 

he sees his sin (which he thinks is just the squandering of 

money [not the severing of the relationship which was the real 

sin]) as being too great to be forgiven. 

What a universal affliction for Christians!  Oh how the 

devil switches from temptation and accusation, to condemnation.  

He wants us to drown in our despair and abandon hope for grace 

and forgiveness – to tempt us once again to rely on ourselves 

and not our loving God.   

 Too much to be forgiven, so the prodigal son thinks that he 

will have to have a plan to work his way back into his father’s 

graces – work out his salvation.  He knew that he would probably 

have to face the wrath of his father, his brother, and certainly 

the wrath, humiliation and maybe even the beatings of the 

villagers, who would still be outraged at his actions, but it 

would still be better that what he faced now.  Thus he comes up 

with and practices his “confession” for when he sees his father 

Luke 15:18-19 ESV  I will arise and go to my father, and I will 

say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you.  (19)  I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat 

me as one of your hired servants."'  

Sounds noble, but take a second and think how that would 

work out for that former son (for that is what he is trying to 

be). Living at his father’s home, serving and working for meager 

pay, but no longer part of the family.  Though he might feel 

relief from his prior sufferings at first, think of the envy, 

regret, resentment, the sense of loss and sorrow he would feel 

in that house – that which would again lead to despair and 

hatred).   

 So it would be for us.  Fallen mankind, our Old Adam, can 

never let go of relying on itself, and we always have an 

attitude of trying to work our way back into God’s good graces 

and favor (something that we can never do, and thus we would 

then grow in resentment and maybe hatred).   

 

 But the prodigal son has greatly misjudged the true nature 

and love of his father (As we do ours).   

The Father never stopped loving his wayward son.  Never.  

Our text tells that He was always looking for his son, waiting 

to wrap him back up in his loving arms.  And so it was true for 

us, as our Lord never stopped loving us and would in fact give 

all in order to restore our inheritance.  How ironic, we wished 



 3 

God to be dead, to be out of our way, yet our Lord would die in 

order to “get in our way”, that is be with us for all time. 

Our text hints at the sacrificial and humble love of our 

God and Savior.  When the father sees his son returning home, he 

realized the terrible humiliation and torment he would receive 

from the villagers, even his own household – and rather than 

have his son face this, and again, with the hope of gaining back 

of son (not a servant), he decides to take on the humiliation 

himself.  We are told that the father runs out to the edge of 

the village before his son can enter it.  Now this again would 

have shocked the listeners of Jesus, for NO eastern man would 

dare run, would dare expose the skin of his legs and run – that 

would be extremely undignified and humiliating, yet the father 

is willing to bear the humiliation for his son.   

(This of course reminds us of the level of complete 

humiliation and suffering our own dear Lord suffered for us, 

even enduring the shame of a cross with the filth and stench of 

every one of our sins and their guilt upon Him in order to pay 

the price we never could). 

 Next the father runs up and hugs and kisses his emaciated, 

pig slop smelly, son – a visible sign to the gathering crowds of 

people of the father’s complete and total acceptance and 

reconciliation of his son publicly.  AND HE DOES THIS BEFORE THE 

PRODIGAL HAS UTTERED A WORD OF CONFESSION!!!  Without the son 

having to “DO” anything, the father demonstrates incredible 

love, reconciliation and acceptance of his son.  The son, who 

expected at the very least to be lectured at length about his 

behavior, and even rejected, finds that he is received as a son.   

 He now makes his confession as his father is embracing and 

kissing him.  It is the same confession that he rehearsed, but 

with one significant omission. He does not ask the father to 

make him one of the hired workers.  By omitting this simple 

condition, the prodigal shows that this repentance in the 

presence of his father’s total acceptance is true repentance. 

Moved by the incredible grace, love and acceptance of His 

father, the son is moved to true repentance: sorrow over not 

just a loss of money, but the severing of the relationship with 

his father, but also, moved to simply receive the remarkable 

love and acceptance of His father.  That is true repentance – to 

be able to simply trust in the grace of the Father, without 

feeling the need to add to it with good works and effort on our 

part.  (That is the true repentance Our Father works in us, as 

He show us the sacrificial love of His Son for us). 

 The Father now orders that his son, who was lost, dead 

spiritually, be clothed in the Father’s best robe to cover the 

son’s shame, to put a ring on his finger (a great sign of 

trust), shoes for the feet and that the fattened calf be 
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slaughtered.  A calf would only be slaughtered when a feast for 

an entire village was planned – and indeed, the father insures 

that the entire village would know that he has received his son 

again and that everyone was to join in the celebration and 

fellowship at the father’s table. 

 Through these visible means (the kiss, the robe, the ring, 

the shoes of a free man, a feast), the father shows His love and 

acceptance of his son clearly to the community.   

 And so it is for us that through the visible means of our 

baptism, where the Father visibly ran to us, tenderly wrapped 

His arms around us, embracing us even with the stench of our sin 

and washing away the stain of our guilt in the Blood of His Son 

Jesus, clothing us in the finest robe of all, the very 

righteousness of Christ Himself – a robe to forever cover our 

nakedness, shame, and guilt.  All of this was His work so that 

we can never boast, and have full confidence in our salvation!  

We can’t mess it up!  Before the whole community of the Father, 

they know that his lost, dead children have been saved, made 

alive and children of the Father’s once again.  And now He has 

prepared this feast (of the Supper) for our reassurance of His 

forgiveness and love. 

 

 Thanks be unto our loving God, the God we wanted dead and 

out of the way, but who died and rose to get in our way, that is 

be with us for all time.   

 

 

 

 


