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Luke 13:31-35                Lent 2 c                   3-17-19 

Hen in the Fox House 

 

31 AT THAT VERY HOUR SOME PHARISEES CAME AND SAID TO 

[JESUS], “GET AWAY FROM HERE, FOR HEROD WANTS TO KILL YOU.” 

An act of kindness from the Pharisees?  Perhaps. Though the 

Pharisees were infamous for their enmity toward Jesus, this 

verse may show that at least some of them were not particularly 

against Jesus or malicious toward Him, maybe even a bit 

supportive (such as Nicodemus).  It’s possible.  Though it could 

also be that they simply wanted what Herod wanted – for Jesus to 

go away and having learned of Herod’s plot warned Jesus so that 

He would go away.  Or, perhaps Herod planned this whole thing.  

He knew how popular Jesus was, how hard it would be to outright 

kill Him.  What a shrewd plan it would be to allow the Pharisees 

to learn of his plot so that they would warn Jesus and cause Him 

to flee, and end the threat against his rule.   

If that is the case, it would certainly then make sense why 

Jesus then calls him a fox: LUKE 13:32 ESV  AND HE SAID TO THEM, 

"GO AND TELL THAT FOX, 'BEHOLD, I CAST OUT DEMONS AND PERFORM 

CURES TODAY AND TOMORROW, AND THE THIRD DAY I FINISH MY COURSE. 

    

Jesus did not call King Herod a fox in order to compliment 

Herod’s good looks. Jesus called Herod a fox in order to 

describe Herod’s disposition and attitude toward other people. 

Herod was as sly, cunning, and self-serving as a fox. Herod 

could not be trusted any more than a fox can be trusted with 

caring for a hen. Herod was a vicious enemy with the power to 

kill, in the same way that a fox can quickly and easily snap a 

hen’s neck in his jaws. And Herod was snapping his jaws, so to 

speak, at Jesus:  ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 

You.’” 

Several years ago a brother pastor when preaching on this 

text commented that what was going on here was a twist on the 

old saying a fox in the hen house, now it’s a hen in the fox 

house.  I really liked that imagery and decided to snatch it up.  

Herod is the fox and Jesus is the hen! “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” 

says the Lord. “How often would I have gathered your children as 

a hen gathers her brood under her wings.”   

In the same way that a hen will spread her wings over her 

chicks, in order to cover them and protect them from the 

predator, so also has Jesus spread His wings over you! This is 

what God has promised you, concerning His Son Jesus: “He will 

cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find 

refuge” (Psalm 91:4; Ruth 2:12). This is also why God has given 

you the Words of Psalm 17, and Psalm 36, and Psalm 57, so that 
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you may pray, “Hide me in the shadow of Your wings, O Lord” 

(Psalm 17:8. Cf. 36:6 and 57:1). 

While a hen covers her brood with her wings, she also 

offers her own back to the fox. She shields the lives of her 

offspring by offering her own life as a target for the predator. 

In the same way, our Jesus also “gave His back to those who 

strike” (Isaiah 50:6), so that you and I may be protected from 

those who strike.  Indeed, by those blows delivered upon Him in 

our place, by His stripes are we healed – protected from the 

accusations of the devil and the judgment of God. 

Jesus also wants you to know that, when you are under His 

wing—like a brood would gather beneath the wings of the hen—your 

continued safety is complete and secure.  Remain in Him, trust 

in His care and Word and know that you are safe from your 

enemies. You can be accused of nothing, and are wrapped in the 

righteousness and life of Christ Himself. That is why it is 

written, “In the shadow of your wings, O Lord, I will sing for 

joy” (Psalm 63:7). 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” says the Lord. “How often would I 

have gathered your children as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings.” Why would Jesus gather you under His wings? Because God 

has promised you that you will find true healing and 

restoration, forgiveness, peace and life beneath the wings, so 

to speak, of Jesus. This is why the prophet Malachi wrote 

concerning Jesus, “The Sun of Righteousness shall arise for you 

with healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2). 

 

If Herod is the fox and Jesus is the hen, where are you? 

Jesus wants you to know that you are a chick in the brood, so to 

speak, hidden under the hen’s protective wing. First Jesus says, 

“How often would I have gathered your children as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings.” Then Jesus adds, “But you would 

not.” 

Jesus adds the words, “but you would not,” because there 

are few things as defenseless and weak as a baby chick. (A chick 

can drown in its own drinking water!) It is very hard for the 

persistent sinful flesh to admit, but we are each as weak and 

helpless as a baby chick.  Indeed, the scriptures tell us that 

we are spiritually dead, unable to do anything toward our 

salvation and life.  Indeed, the Old Adam is ever the 

belligerent enemy of God, always opposing Him (to be god 

himself), so “would not”.  

 The people of Jerusalem used to “kill the prophets and 

stone those who were sent to her.”  We heard such an example in 

our OT lesson of Jerusalem wanting to kill God’s prophet.  Why? 

Because the prophets preached that the people were defenseless 

as chicks, needing the protective care a mother hen.  
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They were told the truth, that they had no strength, no 

work of their own that could save them.  No matter how faithful 

they thought they were, how many sacrifices they might make, 

without trust alone in the gracious work of the Messiah, they 

were lost. 

And Jesus tells them the same truth in today’s Gospel by 

saying to them, “I would have gathered… but you would not.” 

Each of us should take warning from Jesus’ Words, “I would 

have gathered… but you would not.” With these Words, Jesus wants 

us to know that we have no defenses, apart from Him. Only danger 

and death await for us when we depart from the safety and cover 

of Jesus’ wings. 

And we have the same sinful nature that can do nothing but 

oppose the Word of God.  It is a self-reliant, self-worshipping 

nature that left to itself would never trust in God’s work or 

word, but always, always would rely on itself, to its utter and 

eternal ruin.   

It is an Old Adam that our Lord alone drowned and killed 

with Christ in our baptism, and raised us up in faith that 

trusted in His saving work and brought us safely under the wings 

of our Lord’s forgiveness and righteousness. It is an Old Adam 

that remains with us throughout our years in this fallen world 

and it must daily be killed with Christ.  We must daily allow 

our own will to be broken, so that God’s will may be done in our 

lives. God wills to gather us; God wills to save us and protect 

us from all evil; God wills to give us forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life (already won by Jesus). God forbid that the Words 

of Jesus, spoken to Jerusalem, ever become the Words of Jesus 

spoken to us: “I would have gathered… but you would not.” God 

grant each of us the continuing aid of His Holy Spirit, so that 

we would not run, but would instead hide “under His wings” 

(Psalm 91:4). 

 

We can gather safely under His protective wings because 

rather than a fox disrupting and killing in the henhouse (such 

as the devil did in the garden), the Hen was in the fox house 

(totally in control and working salvation)! 

"GO AND TELL THAT FOX, 'BEHOLD, I CAST OUT DEMONS AND PERFORM 

CURES TODAY AND TOMORROW, AND THE THIRD DAY I FINISH MY COURSE.  
Jesus would not allow Himself to be deterred from 

Jerusalem, from His cross, and from His death for our life. 

Herod (and likely the Pharisees) wanted to intimidate Jesus and 

divert our Lord from His path—but Jesus will have nothing to do 

with it! “GO tell that fox, ‘I finish My course.’ I will NOT be 

deterred,” says the Lord. “I will NOT be turned aside, to the 

right or to the left.”  Whether it was the devil trying to tempt 

Jesus in the wilderness (or through the mouth of Peter) to turn 
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from the road of the Cross, or now Herod and his threats, Jesus 

would not be moved from the terrible road given to Him from 

eternity – the Road as our substitute under the Law and justice 

of God, the Road of the Passion/Cross. 

Jesus is fully aware of Herod’s deadly power—a power that 

Herod and satan will bring to bear against Jesus soon enough – 

but only when Jesus so permits it by God’s timing. Only by God’s 

will and timing does Jesus stretch out His wings and bares His 

back to the fox (and serpent) so that He and only He will feel 

teeth and suffer the death. By baring His back to the predator 

in this manner, Jesus our “hen” allows us, His brood, safe 

escape from the jaws of death.  But unlike the hen who 

sacrifices her life for her brood and remains dead, our “Hen” 

Jesus rose from the dead! This is a Sunday, and even in the 

midst of Lent a day of resurrection and we are weekly reminded 

that He lives, not only to secure life and salvation, but know 

that He continues to come to you and cover you under the wings 

of His Means of Grace to protect to you from your enemies. 

Again with the Psalmist we can say: In the shadow of your 

wings, O Lord, I will sing for joy” 

Amen 

 


