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Septuagesima: Matthew 20:1-16

In the Name of the Father and of  
the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We have all been there. The high school or college class with the group project.  
Some kids show up late.  Some are spending the entire time focused on anything 
but the project.  Some will simply show up and manage to look important so the 
teacher thinks they worked hard.  And there you are, working the whole time, and 
frustrated that every other lazy kid will get the “A” that you worked so hard on!   
It’s not fair!

We whine and complain, not knowing what should change, but feeling that 
something should, because we have been wronged. Other people have not 
worked as hard or as long at it. They get this abundant grace from the 
teacher. It’s not fair!

Sometimes outside of Scripture, we hear great moments of 
wit and wisdom, like in the film, The Princess Bride. One of 
those moments is when Westley quips, “Life’s not fair, 
Princess. Anyone who tells you otherwise is selling 
something.” It’s a reasonable observation of the 
world. But back to the Scripture lesson at hand.

Do you ever stop and consider how 
ridiculous it all sounds?  “But Lord!  It’s  
not fair!”  “Yeah, yeah. That’s nice Jesus. 
You kept going out and hiring people 
later in the day. It was nice charity to 
offer a little work so they didn’t starve. 
But pay them the same wage!?  As us? 
We who have been here all day!?  Are You 
kidding!? That just isn’t right.  

We might even think, “I’m not so sure I want to 
work in Your vineyard if You are going to give wages 
away for those who haven’t worked as hard or tried as hard,  
or been as sincere or well-dressed or well-behaved as me.”

But hold on. Stop for a moment and remember that the vineyard this passage 
refers to is not merely a lot of ground with some grapevines growing on it. The 
Lord is speaking of His kingdom here and is proclaiming His grace.

Your self-righteousness is rejecting the true righteousness of Christ. Your self-
importance and trust in your own hard work at your spiritual health refuses the 
God who brings His perfect healing.  You refuse to recognize that you “cannot by 
your own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ [your] Lord or come to Him.”  
And so you still have the nerve to cry out, “It’s not fair!”  

Well, let’s think about that, shall we?  How can God be fair here?  You see, 
every last human has this problem with self-righteousness and self-importance. 

It’s Not    Fair!
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The problem is, that simply there is no excuse. You cannot just say, “Well, Lord, 
everybody’s doing it.  It’s okay.”  No, not at all. That does not mean that everyone 

is excused; it means every last person is guilty. It means that every single 
human ever born, other than the Lord Himself, is a wretched mess, and 
deserves only condemnation.  Are you sure you really want “fair?” 

“Fair” means that not only the murderer and terrorist receive a 
deadly judgment, but you do as well. “Fair” means that not only the 

vicious, violent criminal is condemned to hell, but you are, too. “Fair” 
means that the death sentence is not just for wicked prisoners but is 

bestowed on every last one here. 
No, you do not want fair. In the end, if the Lord God is fair,  

He is handing out horrifying judgment on the entire 
population of the world.  Do not ask God to be fair;  

pray that He be gracious.
And the Good News is that gracious is precisely 
what He is!  Your blessed Savior has reached out 

and rescued you in Holy Baptism. He has saved 
you from the devil, the world, and your 

sinful self. He did not do what was fair, 
and leave you to your own brokenness 

and destruction, but He refused to 
simply be fair, choosing instead to be 

merciful. So He redeemed you. 
Stop and think for a moment: 

rather than bemoaning it as 
devastating, we can celebrate 

that Christ Jesus is NOT fair.  
We rejoice that instead of 
leaving us to the fair results 
of dying in our sins, the Lord 

in His boundless love and 
unsurpassed grace has taken 

that judgment on Himself and has 
blessed you with the undeserved 

forgiveness and mercy that have restored you to God.  
And having been restored, you know the importance of teaching 

and proclaiming this faith in our mercifully unfair God. He has 
gathered us together in this parish, has raised up the blessing of 
this school, brought us together with even more in our District and 
Synod, and even given us Concordia University nearby. None of these 
blessings are deserved. It’s not fair. But it is merciful and gracious!

“I am baptized into Christ!” Indeed, you are. Baptized into Christ, 
you are His own, blessed with His mercifully unfair advantage. “It’s 
not fair!!”  No. It’s not. Thanks be to God.  Amen.

It’s Not    Fair!

W
I
N
T
E
R

2
0
1
8
_

15




