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Matthew 2:1-12        The Epiphany of Our Lord         1-6-19 

Truly Wise Men 

 

Epiphany is here! Now is the day that celebrates when 3 

Kings from the orient, came and worshipped the newborn Jesus who 

was wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in the manger… 

actually no.  Unfortunately, due to certain legends and songs, 

such as We Three Kings, there are a few misunderstandings about 

what really happened that first Epiphany Day – and probably more 

misunderstandings about what the season of Epiphany is all 

about.   

The term Epiphany means "showing" or "appearing", and 

refers to that time in the church year when we look at occasions 

when our Lord shows us a glimpse of His Divine Nature, reminders 

to us that the cute little baby Jesus whose birth we have been 

celebrating, is not only completely man, but also completely 

God.   

The season begins with the visit of the Wise Men from the 

East who have come to worship this Child who is both The King 

and God their Savior.  Let us look at this occasion, and as we 

do so, clear up some of the myths and misunderstandings. 

 

First, of all we don't know how many Wise Men there were.  

The scriptures do not say, except that a group of Wise Men from 

the east had come from Persia, Babylon or Arabia to Jerusalem in 

search of a newborn king of the Jews who is Christ the Lord.  

Secondly, these Wise Men were not Kings, but magi, stargazers, 

students, teachers and advisors.  

 Now the East was a pagan land, a long ways from Jerusalem.  

Why would a group of gentile astronomers be looking for a 

messiah in Jerusalem?  Most likely this would go back to the 

Babylonian captivity, when God allowed the Israelites to be 

taken captive and exiled to distant Babylon, not only as a 

punishment for their unbelief and rejection, but also as we can 

see as a vessel to transmit the message/good news of the Messiah 

to this distant, pagan land.  Plus the prophet Daniel was 

eventually made the leader and instructor of the 

magi/astronomers, what an influence he must have had.  So this 

group of Gentiles had received the Word of God, and were looking 

for the Messiah, to be able to worship the king of the Jews. 

 Now we are told in our text that the wise men had seen a 

sign of the Messiah's birth (perhaps some unknown prophecy of 

Daniel?)--a "star" (not a star we are accustomed to, for it 

appears, disappears, reappears, guides, can stay low to the 

ground, point out a specific house) -- something totally unique 

and miraculous of God appeared in the skies above Babylon and 
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literally led them to Jerusalem where God could further instruct 

them from His Word to find the Savior of All nations. 

 However, when they got to Jerusalem (what better place for 

them to look for the King of the Jews than the capitol city of 

the Jews), they did not find things like they probably assumed 

it would be.  They probably thought this was a very well-known 

and celebrated event, with festivals and excitement -- how 

strange to find ignorance and even fear at their questioning the 

people where they could find the newborn king of the Jews that 

they might Worship Him. 

 Now we are told that word of their questioning reaches King 

Herod's ears, and that he became very alarmed, as well as all of 

Jerusalem.  Now Herod was upset for the obvious reasons.  He 

knew what the appearance of the Messiah meant for Him, that the 

natural descendant of King David would oust his alien half-

Jewish house and restore the royal House of David) -- his days 

as king were numbered and He would be out of a job!(expecting 

the Messiah to establish earthly kingdom).   

Now the people of Jerusalem were upset because Herod was 

upset, worried what bloody act Herod might commit in order to 

protect himself. (Note, this was a ruthless man who had already 

killed numerous associates and family members, including his own 

sons in order to protect his power.  Who knows what such a man 

might do now!) (BTW, what an interesting contrast there is here: 

Gentile magi come from distant lands to worship the newborn 

king, but Herod and the Jewish capitol are upset at the thought 

of such a king!) 

 Well we are told that Herod immediately calls the Sanhedrin 

(ruling body of the Jews/priests, scribes, experts in the Law) 

into session to officially determine the exact birthplace of the 

Messiah. (Now Herod probably knew of the Bethlehem prophecy as 

it was common knowledge in that day, but he wanted to be 

absolutely sure, from the highest authorities so that there 

would be no mistake).  And from the scriptures (Micah), they 

reported that Bethlehem was indeed to be the place of the birth. 

-- and again, how appropriate this was that in Bethlehem which 

means "house of bread" that the Bread of Life would come! 

 After this, Herod next secretly calls in the magi (to hide 

his evil intentions from Jerusalem) "to help them along", but 

again his purpose is to find out some more information.  He 

asked about when the star first appeared to them, an apparently 

innocent and expected question, but it was to get a good fix on 

the age of the child he was to be looking for and then he added 

a good margin of time to it, that is why he ordered the death of 

all the boys 2 years and under in Bethlehem, to be sure and kill 

this newborn king, this Messiah. 
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 After learning the information he needed, he then 

"graciously" shares the Word of God with the magi, sending them 

to the right city of Bethlehem to find the child, but he 

instructed them to come and quickly report back to him when they 

did find the child so that he might "worship" Him.  How pious -- 

but Herod was just wanting to let the magi do the hard work for 

him. 

 But God was actually using Herod's evil plans, turning them 

around as He always does to the good of His purposes, to bring 

the Word of God to the magi in order to lead them to the Messiah 

(just as He leads us through the same means of His Word)!   

 Elated over the valuable new information, they started off 

that very night on the two-hour journey on the road to 

Bethlehem.  But once again, God shows that it is He who is 

guiding them, as He again sends the star to lead them.  But now 

we can really see how special this "star" was, for it hung down 

low to the ground and literally lead them to the exact house and 

hung over it!  Not your normal star.  The bright Light of the 

Star points out that the True Light has come into this sin-

darkened world.  And again the magi rejoiced, not only that God 

was so miraculously leading them, but that soon they would be in 

the very presence of THE KING, Their Lord! 

 They went into the HOUSE (not the manger.  That is another 

misunderstanding that frequently occurs due to manger scenes 

that have the magi there in the manger with the family and the 

shepherds!  They were not there that night of His birth, but 

many months, perhaps a year afterwards, after Joseph had 

obviously secured a house as soon as possible for his family).  

And as soon as they entered the house and saw the child with His 

mother Mary, they fell down upon their faces and began to 

worship the CHILD!!!   

These wealthy men, who were used to being in the presence 

of the King of Babylon, treated this poor house like a palace 

and fell down, and worshipped the child.  If Mary and Joseph had 

forgotten that this normal looking baby was something more, this 

was certainly a powerful reminder.  And it is a great reminder 

to us that this Christmas Baby is also God our creator, God made 

flesh in order to be like us so that we can be recreated to be 

like Him! 

 Finally, we have the magi presenting this child with gifts 

(probably why the tradition of 3 wise men began), gold, 

frankincense and myrrh -- 3 expensive, thoughtful gifts suited 

perfectly for Who the child is and what He was born to do.  Gold 

-- for The King (probably helped pay for their escape into Egypt 

later...), Frankincense -- an incense used at the altar to 

symbolize prayer, given here as a prayerful offering to God in 

the flesh Himself, and myrrh -- a burial spice, for this child 
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was born to die -- this child was the Messiah, the Substitute, 

the One born to take our place under the wrath and judgment of 

God, the One born to die in order to destroy Sin, Satan, and 

Death by His own death in our place on a cross.  So even with 

the gifts we find a powerful Epiphany reminder of the Divinity 

of this child whose birth we celebrate, that He is much more 

than just a precious baby.   

  

The Star, the Worship, the gifts, all remind us of exactly 

who this Baby was, that He is God our Creator and Redeemer, God 

in diapers.  And again, did you note the contrast between 

Jerusalem and the magi?  The Gentile magi come all the way from 

Babylon, Jerusalem has Bethlehem right next door, yet no one 

from Jerusalem, the "children of God" go to visit!  In this we 

are reminded how it is indeed a gift of God to have faith in His 

Son.   

And we are reminded how we were like Jerusalem, 

unresponsive and dead to our Lord and Creator.  But, we rejoice 

in knowing that it was God who brought us to Him through the 

same means he reached the magi -- His means of Grace.  That He 

has reached out to the gentiles, the unbelievers, those lost in 

the darkness of sin and despair, us, and made us His believing 

children through the light of His Word, the Gospel.  Through 

Baptism, He has been able to guide us like a star to His very 

real presence of His Son, Here to worship Him just as the wise 

men did in Bethlehem.   

He is the One who has enabled us to respond to who He is 

and what He has done by offering Him gifts just like the magi -- 

our "treasures", everything we have, our time, talents, 

possessions, everything back to His glory and service.  He has 

made us gentiles into His Baptized children, the true children 

of Abraham who seek the Light of His face. 

 

 


