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Luke 6:27-38               Epiphany 7 c                2-20-22 

        Hear the Golden Rule 

 

The Gospel lesson before us today is a small section of 

what we commonly call Jesus' Sermon on the Plain. As a whole, it 

differs only a little bit from a similar sermon recorded by St. 

Matthew; one we call the Sermon on the Mount. And whether we 

speak of the Sermon on the Plain or the Sermon on the Mount, 

these passages contain some of the best-known words in the 

entire Western world. Many non-Christians, for example, have 

heard the cliché, "turn the other cheek," though they may not 

have any idea where the phrase comes from. Again, who has never 

heard the motherly reminder, "Remember the Golden Rule-Do unto 

others as you would have them do to you"? (Luke 6:31) And the 

words at the very end of this Gospel sound even to unbelievers 

like an example of good old-fashioned common sense: "For with 

the measure you use, it will be measured back to you" (Luke 

6:38). 

Yet for all their time-honored beauty and esteem, it is 

very easy to abuse these beloved words of our Lord. In the first 

verse of this Gospel, Jesus says He speaks to those "who hear" 

(Luke 6:27), but it is easy to hear Him wrongly, to turn faith 

into a religion of law and reduce trust to a life-long list of 

dos and don'ts. If that happens-if we look at this  

Gospel merely as a list of rules for Christian behavior-then we 

knock Jesus right off the cross. He ceases to be our Savior and 

He takes up the vile work of being only our example. When that 

happens, we are completely lost. 

Yes, our God makes some serious demands here, and these are 

truly demands-not just suggestions, but demands upon you. He 

does not say, "Love your enemies if you can summon the 

strength," but He says, "Love your enemies." He does not 

recommend that we do good things for others if and when we have 

time and money to spare, but He says, "Give to everyone who  

asks you" (Luke 6:27). Nor does He say, "Take care of yourself 

and protect what is yours," but He says, "If anyone takes what 

belongs to you, do not demand it back" (Luke 6:30). 

But who can meet such demands and carry such a load? Who 

can summon from within himself, even for a moment, the full love 

and charity that God so relentlessly requires? "If you love 

those who love you" asks Jesus, "what credit is that to you? 

Even 'sinners' love those who love them" (Luke 6:32). How often 

do we fall short even in loving family and friends as we should, 

let alone the those who hate us! "But love your enemies," says 

Jesus, "do good to them" (Luke 6:35). Luther also confessed 

before God, "I cannot do it. I have not done it. And because I 
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cannot, I beg of Thee, O Lord the power to do it" (Commentary on 

Romans, 251, paraphrased). 

So, if we look at this Gospel as merely a list of things 

God wants us to do, there is no hope to be found. If we think of 

Jesus' words here as a description of what we must do to become 

or to remain Christian, we can only conclude in light of our 

failure that we are indeed not Christian; we are outside the 

kingdom of God. 

But you know the Scriptures too well to come to that 

conclusion. God has given you His Word and you know through His 

Word that "Salvation is found in no one else" than Jesus, "for 

there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved" (Acts 4:12). By that same Word you have come to 

know and to trust that you are "saved through the grace of the 

Lord Jesus" (Acts 15:11). Jesus and Jesus alone is "the 

Crucified One" (1 Corinthians 1:23), the One Who died for you 

and for your salvation; the One Who announced from the cross, 

"It is finished" (John 19:30). And when Jesus says, "It is 

finished," it is finished!  There is nothing left for you to do. 

There now remains no requirement for you to carry out. "You were 

bought with a price" (1 Corinthians 6:20) and the bill is paid 

in full. There now remains nothing for you to accomplish. 

And so, we know even before we read this Gospel, this 

Sermon on the Plain, we know there is much more here for us than 

a mere laundry list (of requirements). These words do than make 

demands! They do more than lay a burden upon you! They do more 

than condemn! We need only to hear, and to hear rightly. 

You see, when God first said, "Let there be light" (Genesis 

1:3), He was not demanding that the darkness somehow find a way 

to conjure up light within itself. God said, "Let there be 

light," and light was created by the sheer power of God's Word. 

Or again, think of how Jesus healed the paralyzed man in Luke 

chapter 5. He simply said to the man, "Get up! Take your mat and  

go home" (Luke 5:24). That paralytic did not summon some 

strength from within, or suddenly discover an ability he 

previously didn't know that he had. He got up and he walked by 

the sheer power of God's Word. Jesus' command to walk created 

the ability to walk. 

So it is with today's Gospel. Jesus commands you, "Love 

your enemies" (Luke 6:27), but His very command creates in you 

love for your enemies, the exact same love that Jesus has for 

His enemies. Similarly, Jesus requires that you give freely to 

everyone, not expecting to get anything back. But again, His 

Words deliver to you the power to give, just as His words 

delivered power to the paralytic, enabling the man to walk. 

Though you have a sinful nature within you that would want 

to hold grudges or seek revenge, serve only yourself, you have 
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had a whole new spiritually alive person created within you, 

remade in the image of God that does want to forgive, love and 

serve your neighbor just as Christ as first loved and served you 

– And His Word strengthens and enables this new nature unto 

godly living. 

It is not an extraordinary thing, that you who are 

Christians should turn the other cheek, or go 'the extra mile,' 

or show love and patience to those who are impossible to love. 

You have God's Word, and although you are weak, God's Word 

within you is strong and able to accomplish all it sets out to  

do. This is what your LORD says in the prophet Isaiah: "As the 

rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 

without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish. so is 

my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 

empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose 

for which I sent it" (Isaiah 55:10-11). 

Imagine that your Lord Jesus is that small water faucet 

fixed to the wall outside your house. You are the hose. When you 

do the job you are created and required to do -watering the 

garden as it were- you do not supply your own water. The water 

comes from Jesus, your water faucet. It simply flows through you 

out into the garden and gets the job done. 

This is a good way to understand today's Gospel. In 

Ephesians, St. Paul says that you were "created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works" (Ephesians 2:10). These works include loving 

your enemies, forgiving, doing good to those who hate you, and 

all the other things Jesus mentions in this Gospel.  

Yet, just as a garden hose does not supply its own water, 

you do not supply your own love. But God has joined you to 

Christ Jesus, as a hose to a faucet, and now all His forgiving, 

merciful love is allowed to flow through you. This is what St. 

John means when he writes in his first epistle, "we love because 

[God] first loved us" (1 John 4:19). 

Our text clearly condemns sin. We cannot read these words 

and still escape the guilt of all our failures. But there is so 

much more here than condemnation. With these words, Jesus not 

only lays bare all our shortcoming and failures which He as 

already died and paid for, but through this Gospel He also 

delivers life and strength and help and peace. He demands that 

you show mercy toward others, even the unmerciful, but He also 

points you to the Father, who has shown mercy to you. By this 

Gospel, we get another glimpse of what St. Paul meant when he 

preached concerning Jesus, "In Him we live and move and have our 

being" (Acts 17:28). 

Amen 


