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Luke 6:27-38             Epiphany 7 c                2-24-19 

Genesis 45 

 

What kind of revenge would you plan for those who betray you?   

  

How would you like to get even? 

What if it was family?   

What if they had wanted you dead? 

What if they had actually sold you into a life of slavery? 

What if, in time, things happened that you wound up in power - 

great power, the power of life and death over your enemies.   

 And what if those who had betrayed you, taken away your family 

and life, had wanted you dead were now before you and at your 

mercy?  What would you do? 

 

Turn the other cheek?  Or relish their torment under your 

commands - that they got what they deserved. 

  

 Such was the situation/choice for Joseph in our OT lesson, 

and is a good illustration of what we each can face every single 

day – not being sold into slavery by our family, but how we can 

be wronged and hurt by others every day, and how we are to 

respond to that – of how we are to treat others, especially 

those who do not treat us very well.  Today, as we sit at the 

feet of our Lord and hear His Word, we get to look at the 

“Golden Rule”. 

 The Golden Rule (Do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you) -- almost everyone has heard it, almost all religions 

teach it.  Yet only our Lord has told us what this “golden rule” 

really means/its true spirit.  Our Lord grant us the grace this 

morning to hear Him and be instructed on how His children are 

indeed supposed to live and treat others (friend or foe), namely 

how Christ has treated us. 

 

 Our Lord begins our text by stating:(Luke 6:27) “But I say 

to you who hear,  -- you who hear, those who hear with 

understanding, belief, have faith and listen.  And indeed, as we 

will see, only the regenerate, the New person in Christ is 

capable of such listening and living as our Father would have us 

live (That is live by faith).  Unbelievers, don't understand 

Him, can't truly hear Him, for they are spiritually dead – and 

the dead can’t hear (anything)!  Only those made alive in Christ 

by faith in Him can truly “hear Him”.  And to the believers, 

including us, He wants us to pay close attention to what He is 

saying: (Luke 6:27-28) “But I say to you who hear, Love your 

enemies, do good to those who hate you,  (28)  bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  That is how we are 
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suppose to live as God’s children.  And we do exactly that don’t 

we... or do we tend to live a different way sometimes? 

 Let’s take a closer look at Jesus’ words and see exactly 

what He means.  “Love your enemy”.  Now first of all we need to 

understand what kind of enemy was He referring to?  Not a 

political enemy, or a national enemy (Russia, etc.), but a 

personal enemy -- someone who personally dislikes you greatly 

for whatever reason, someone certainly not friendly.  This 

personal enemy is one you are to love.  That was the kind of 

enemy Joseph had, and they happened to be his own brothers, his 

family.  (And, our personal enemies can also be as close as 

family as well).  That is the kind of enemy Jesus is talking 

about. 

 Now love, what exactly did Jesus mean by Love, what does 

this mean (catechism language).  Not some iffy-feely, wishy-

washy, sentimental, syrupy “love”, but something far different, 

far greater. Not  , brotherly/friendship love, that kind of 
love is based on shared likes, you like that person and respond 

accordingly, that kind is a spontaneous, responsive, changing 

“love”. 

 No, the word here is  love, spiritual love.  The 
highest love, the kind of love that God has for us.  A 

purposeful, willful, constant and deliberate love.  A love which 

despite whatever your enemy (or friend) or family member does, 

you purposely desire his spiritual well-being, as well as yours.  

For your own spiritual health, and for restraining from sin, you 

are to resist your fallen, natural reaction to stay angry or be 

vengeful, and instead purpose yourself to love this person.  

Seek his/her spiritual well-being. 

 And we should note in our text, that the loving response we 

are to give to our enemy is to be constant in nature.  The tense 

of the verb used by Jesus is “Be constantly doing good to those 

who hate you” -- be kind to them.  “Bless them who curse you” -- 

After they curse, insult, demeans, ridicule you, be constantly 

blessing them.  “Pray for those who mistreat you” -- from hate 

to verbal abuse and cursing, to now out-in-out mistreating you, 

(or in Joseph’s case being sold into slavery), you are to love 

them enough to pray for them. To not give in to the urge for 

revenge but to willfully pray for that person, (Not pray, God 

zap them/destroy them, but) that God would so convict their 

hearts to repentance.  

 Now we need to point out that this is a spiritual attitude 

which our Lord is speaking about -- just works of kindness which 

go against common sense are not the idea -- our Lord’s focus is 

our hearts, for our hearts are to have an attitude like His: 

selfless and sacrificial in nature, seeking the welfare of our 

brother and their salvation -- a Christ-like heart. 
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 Unfortunately, some people take this passage in a wrong way 

and miss the point.  When Jesus says “to offer the other cheek 

as well when struck”, this is not to be taken too literally 

(like absolute pacifism -- letting yourself be beat up 

constantly). We do not have to become human punching bags. We 

can defend ourselves or get out of abusive relationships. Or 

“when you are sued for your coat you are to give the inner 

garment as well” -- not to be too literal, you are not to 

endanger your family by giving up all you own, but an attitude 

is desired, to perhaps be willing to suffer some loss rather 

than go to court on just principle alone and have anger, 

bitterness, and revenge fester and build in your heart and 

grievously sin against God. 

 

 Now, this description of how we are to love our enemies, 

etc.  Does this sound like you?  Me?  Any of us?  Is not our 

form of loving people more often like how the text describes how 

the world loves?  In our relationships with others, don’t we 

tend to love those only who love us back? (Rather than those who 

hate us).  Do we not tend to treat people well who treat us well 

and want to mistreat those who have abused us?   

If that is the extent of our love and good treatment of 

others, then our Lord tells us that we do no more than the 

wicked, unrepentant sinners of this world.  OUCH!  But it’s true 

-- we have the Old Adam/Sinful flesh still clinging to us like 

the rest of the world, that part of us which, when 

wronged/mistreated/attacked, wants only to angrily seek revenge 

-- to hurt those who have hurt us, and that is not love, that is 

selfish, sinful hate, an offense and sin against God.  Think 

about how we would want Joseph’s story to end, say if it was a 

TV movie of the week “The 12 Sons of Jacob”, etc.  As the 

brothers stand before the younger brother that they had actually 

sold into a life of slavery, how our flesh would want 

Joseph....to send them into a life of slavery in his own 

palace...or say to them “Go ahead Make my day” and whip out his 

bow and arrows with the exploding tips and take the whole group 

out at once.  We would want him to exact a terrible revenge upon 

them, to give them what they deserved!  But that is not the way 

our Lord treated us (we who completely rejected Him and would 

kill Him if we could), and it is not the way he wants us to 

respond as well. 

 

 Well then, how are we to “Love our enemies” -- to live as 

God so directs?  Thanks be to God, that though due to our flesh 

we are unable to please God, the God of True Love is able to 

make us into disciples who can now begin to love those around 
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us.  For our Loving God is “Himself kind to ungrateful and evil 

men”.  

Though we gave God the most vicious and cruel hatred and 

rejection we could, from the Garden to the Cross, He did not 

strike out in vengeance or anger, but rather used this 

instrument of hate and turned it into the instrument of our 

salvation.  That loving, sacrificial blood Jesus shed covered up 

the guilt of our sins (including our fallen, inborn rejection of 

Him), and through the gracious waters and Word of Baptism, He 

created faith in your hearts to receive this grace.  Your Old 

Adam was drowned, and a new person was created in your hearts.  

He made you into a child of God who is alive now, who can hear 

His Word and who can now love others just as God as first loved, 

given Himself for you.  Joseph was able to see God’s love and 

providence in his life, see that God was using the terrible 

situation to not only help save the people of Egypt and Israel, 

but to actually preserve the Messianic line and continue the 

salvation for ALL of mankind, it was that loving care and 

forgiveness of God that moved and enabled him to forgive rotten 

brothers. 

 That is how you are to be able to forgive those who 

mistreat you.  It is all based upon focusing on and constantly 

seeing the extent of God’s grace and forgiveness each day -

spending time in His Word each day and daily recalling your 

baptism and recalling the grace and forgiveness He has given you 

in order to be conformed more and more into Christ, to help 

crucify our old Adam, and enable us to begin to forgive and love 

our neighbor/family, etc. no matter what they have done or are 

doing to us. 

 With that incredible love before you, then, when the 

insults, assaults, hurts are striking you, the new creature in 

Christ within you will be able to refrain from the urge to 

strike back and you can begin to love the one who has hurt you.  

And even if you fail occasionally at this and sin, there is 

grace and forgiveness, and you can then go out and forgive and 

love as you have been forgiven and loved again. 

As His dear forgiven children of Grace and new life, Hear 

the word of Christ: “Love your enemy”.  By the grace and love of 

God shown and given to you in Christ, you are now able to love 

those around you (yes even family members!) with the heart of 

Christ.   


