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Jeremiah 17:5-8            Epiphany 6 c                 2-13-22 

Planted, Uprooted, Transplanted to Bear Fruit 

Or Cursed and Blessed 

 

I. Creation - Planted 

A. Blessedness in being planted. 

 In our OT lesson Jeremiah wrote: Jer 17:7-8  “Blessed is 

the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the 

LORD.  (8)  He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out 

its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for 

its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of 

drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”   

 Indeed, originally we were blessed by God to have been 

“planted”, created in the first place, when God graciously chose 

to share Himself with us.  There at Creation our first parents 

lived in a perfect creation, in a perfect marriage, with the 

tremendous and joyous responsibility of caring for creation. In 

Eden stood abundant fruit trees and the tree of life.  And most 

of all, they were in a perfect relationship with their Creator.  

They knew Him and His will perfectly/intimately (they reflected 

and lived it!).  That is something impossible for us to 

understand just how fulfilling this was/is, no cares, needs, 

problems, suffering, pain or sorrow, no lack or emptiness 

whatsoever.  They were truly blessed by a loving and gracious 

God -- and He watched to see their response to His 

blessings/grace/love, to have them freely love Him back by 

trusting in Him/Relying on Him. 

B. Curse:   

 But, our text in bold language says: Jer 17:5  Thus says 

the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh 

his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD.  God’s curse 

falls upon those who reject Him, reject loving Him and relying 

upon Him and instead trust in man, themselves, their flesh for 

strength, guidance and fulfillment.   

And that is exactly what happened to our first parents, as 

they were deceived into thinking God was untrustworthy, holding 

out on them, and they freely chose to ignore the loving care of 

their Creator, to refuse to trust God alone and instead to 

depend upon themselves (for fulfillment), to be as God in their 

lives, and thereby place another “god” before the One true 

Living God, forsaking His love and blessing and fell under His 

curse.  They were uprooted from the original blessing of 

Creation in God’s Image. Like an uprooted tree, man was driven 

from Eden into the drought-ravaged salt desert created by his 

own sin, to use the language/picture of our text (a very 

accurate picture!).   
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II. UPROOTED TRANSPLANTED 

A. Cursed.  That is a perfect description of what life here is 

like compared to what we were created to enjoy.  Think of all 

the misery and grief, the pain, the frustrations (maybe even 

boredom) we face just in everyday living in this cursed world.  

And of course, most tragic of all is that like a tree marooned 

in arid wasteland, fallen man is doomed to die.  In this desert-

wilderness of sin, we cut ourselves off from the only water 

source, the only source of Life, a relationship with our 

Creator.  There is nothing out here to nourish out in this 

desert.  It is a desert wasteland.   

 There are no other water sources in this desert.  Oh, there 

are promising oases, those “water sources” that promise 

refreshing, fulfilling life, but they are in reality only 

mirages/false hopes (those things that people chase after and 

think or hope that it will satisfy them, fill the void in their 

souls and give them life, but when they get there/partake of 

them, it evaporates into the nothingness it always was, the 

empty promise and lack of true substance).  There is nothing in 

this world that can replenish what we lost, and what we so 

desperately need to Live again.   

 And as you also know quite well, A tree cannot transplant 

itself!  It cannot pick it up its roots and choose where to 

grow.  So it is with us!  By nature we cannot make ourselves all 

right, we cannot rely upon our own efforts, our own works 

righteousness, the plans and philosophies of men and hope to 

replant ourselves into the garden of life. By nature we are the 

bush in the wastelands -- Doomed to perish. 

 We need to be transplanted by God (the Master gardener) 

beside the stream that ensures life and fruitfulness.  That 

stream, the source of living water, is Christ Himself.   

 Christ is the one who makes it all possible, prepares the 

soil/vine, if you will.  He embodies our texts, for He embodies 

curse and blessing.  In His body He bore the Law’s curse.  Jesus 

even endured the wasteland of hell itself, the complete 

separation from God and Life at the cross for us.  For us He 

became cursed sin that we might inherit blessing (2 Cor.5:21: 21 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. I Peter 2:24--He himself 

bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to 

sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed.). 

And Jesus embodies Trust and blessedness in God as He 

placed no trust in men, only in His Father.  Think about it.  

Who could have relied more on himself than Jesus, but instead He 

chose out of Love and obedience to rely and trust on His Father. 

(As our substitute He did what we should have done!) Trusting 
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all the way to the Cross, He rescued us from the curse of God 

and restored us under His blessing and life, transplanted us 

back from the wilderness of sin and back into the garden of 

life, grafted into the very Tree of Life Himself.  

B. Blessing: 

 In the gracious water and word of your baptism Christ 

Himself transplanted you into a garden of life, with streams of 

the water of Life flowing from Him and over you and through you.  

In baptism we finally are allowed to eat/partake of the tree of 

Life, for we have been grafted into the living Vine Jesus 

Christ.  His Life flows into us, quenching our deepest, truest 

thirst. 

III. 

A. Curse:  

 And yet, despite the incredibly gracious work of our Lord, 

we can still be in danger, for if the tree does not remain 

rooted in Christ, rooted in the streams of living water, it will 

become unfruitful and wither.--it will throw away its new life. 

 As amazing as it can seem in light of all we know God has 

done for us, there is a real danger for us here in this world.  

(This is probably the major point of this text for us here 

today) For though we have been transplanted into a new life with 

Christ, once again enjoying the refreshing, thirst quenching 

waters of life, we still have a sinful flesh clinging to us (a 

weed if you will that seeks to drain us of life) and a poisonous 

cursed world surrounding us as well, a world that is easy for us 

to get lost in and poison our souls.  

 It can be very easy for us to get caught in the very 

ordinary looking traps of this world.  To get distracted and 

buried with this life and all we see. To get overwhelmed and 

starved by the empty and unsatisfying things of this world – how 

it can distract and starve our spiritual life and faith.  It is 

like a weed that grows up around us and chokes the spiritual 

life out of us, making us empty and vulnerable to the idolatry 

of our sinful natures. Jer 17:5  Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is 

the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose 

heart turns away from the LORD.   

This morning, our Lord reminds us that we must continue in the 

Word (and going with this year’s anniversary theme, “Abiding in 

Christ”) – continue to be rooted in the streams and water of 

life! 

B. Blessing:   

 And it is here in this very sanctuary, (and in our 

devotional moments at home,) through the means of grace that God 

the Holy Spirit keeps the trees rooted in Christ and bear 

abundant fruit for the harvest. 7 "But blessed is the man who 

trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8  He will be 
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like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the 

stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always 

green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to 

bear fruit." 

Feed on the Word!!!!  Feed your souls, not your flesh.  Make the 

time.  Try this: Make the same time to feed your souls that you 

do to eat the meals that sustain your body.  It is to spend time 

with Christ, to make the time to quench your deepest thirst and 

greatest need in the fountain of Life, God’s Means of Grace, His 

Word and Sacraments.  To do so is to remain the blessed of God—

Abiding in Christ, those rescued from His curse. 

 By remaining in the vine, feeding on the Juices of Life 

flowing from the Spirit through the Means of Grace, God will 

maintain our faith and our sense of fulfillment and 

satisfaction.  And finally, one last time, God will transplant 

us into the eternal garden of life everlasting, the new 

Jerusalem He describes in Revelation 22 as: beside “the river of 

the water of life” and “the tree of life...yielding its fruit 

every month,” where “no longer will there be any curse” (Rev. 

22:1-3). 

Amen  

 

 

 

 


