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Corinthians 15:12-20      Epiphany 6 c              2-17-19 

Christ Raised to Rescue Us From Woe Unto Blessedness 

 

INTRODUCTION: When Herbert Hoover was nominated for the 

presidency in 1928, he (like many other people) had great hopes 

for our future. He said: "We in America today are nearer to the 

final triumph over poverty than ever before in the history of 

any land…The poorhouse is vanishing from among us."  One year 

later, the stock market crashed. The Great Depression hit, 

drying up jobs, closing schools and creating shantytowns, 

dividing families as fathers hit the road in search of work. But 

one result of this horrible event sticks out among the others: 

over the course of just four years, the suicide rate in America 

skyrocketed 33%. People killed themselves in those days for they 

had lost hope. They had placed all of their trust and confidence 

into a god that failed them. They believed in the stock market. 

They trusted the market would provide the key to their future 

and when the market crashed they suddenly had nothing left-no 

future, no confidence, no peace, no assurance, no hope. 

Daily life provides plenty of opportunities for worry and 

despair. Think about our prayer list today, and over the past 

year.  Think of all that has afflicted families, friends, 

members of St. John’s. And that’s just the ones we’ve had public 

prayer in our services. How many more have various heartaches 

and trials in their lives?  Think about all the deaths we have 

endured over the years. 

Storyteller Garrison Keillor once described winter by 

saying, "Winter is not a personal experience. The others are 

just as cold as you are." The same thing may be said of the 

Church: "The Church is not a personal experience. The others 

suffer just as you do." This is exactly what St. Paul says 

earlier in 1 Corinthians 12: "You are the body of Christ, and 

each of you is a part of it. If one part of the body suffers, 

every part suffers with it" (1 Corinthians 12: 27, 26). 

And of course, beyond the common enemy of death, another 

common form of suffering we see, and will see likely in 

increasing fashion comes in the form of persecution on account 

of Christ.  Whether it is the loss of a job, a business, 

litigation, the loss of a marriage, a family, growing hostility 

and prejudice against us because of our relationship with Jesus 

and that we hold to and proclaim His Word, this also can add to 

our grief and heartache in this fallen and cursed world. 

 There can be many reasons for us to be driven to despair.  

Many reasons that would seem to leave us without hope and joy.  

And that’s what it would be like, people of God, if Christ had 

not risen from the dead. 
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 As Paul instructs us in our reading from Corinthians, if 

there was no resurrection of the dead, then Christ had not been 

raised as well, and if Christ had not been raised then that 

would make Him a liar, for He had claimed that He would raise 

from the dead on the third day.  And if He was a liar, then He 

was not God Incarnate come to save us.  Our sin would not have 

been paid for by His life, (His lifeless body proving the Father 

had not accepted the payment of Jesus), and we would still be 

trapped in the guilt of our sins with no salvation, condemned 

and awaiting the eternal execution of our sentence pronounced at 

the Fall. 

 If Christ had not been risen, then we are still guilty 

before a holy God, and we are wasting our time. You’re wasting 

your time here, if Jesus was still in the grave.  You’d should 

have slept in this morning and saved yourself the trouble of 

getting in here (and dealing with slick roads), if Christ had 

not truly risen.  In fact, Paul goes on to list some of the 

ramifications of a still dead Christ (ones that add to our grief 

and heartache and despair in this world if Christ had not been 

risen.) 1Co 15:17-18  And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  (18)  Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

 “Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished.”  Think about those words.  Think about the funerals 

you attended.  Funerals for your family and friends.  It was a 

waste of your time to attend such an event -- false hope.  The 

funerals for your grandparents, your mother or father, your 

siblings, your spouse, your children, friends, was a waste of 

your precious little time in this temporary world, for there is 

no hope to comfort you, IF Christ had not been risen.  If Christ 

is still in His grave, then there is only sorrow for the 

separation from them, and sobering thought that they are just 

rotting corpses in the ground with nothing else to hope for.  

They're gone forever and you will never see them again – IF 

Christ did not raise from the dead. 

And in verse 19 Paul adds: 1Co 15:19  If in Christ we have 

hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

If Jesus Christ was not raised from the dead and all we have to 

hope for is this life, then we truly are fools, again, wasting 

our precious little time here in this sanctuary and are truly to 

be pitied more than all men. If the Christian faith is merely a 

petty preoccupation for us so long as we live on this earth, 

then we are the greatest of all fools!  Wasting our time on a 

lie instead of trying to fill up on the empty, unsatisfying, 

temporary stuff of this world.  We are fools to be here, IF 

Christ did not rise from the dead. 
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Is our God as fragile and shakable as the stock market? 

Shall we in the face of such turmoil and heartache cast aside 

our Spirit-given hope and confidence and conclude that our God 

has failed us? Shall we despair, as did the people of 1929, and 

give up any hope of the future? If Christ did not rise from the 

dead, we truly should fall into despair. 

 But my family in Christ, we do not ever have to despair, 

for we can trust in our heavenly Father to keep all His promises 

to us because Jesus Christ DID Rise from the dead, just as He 

said! 

It is a fact of history that Jesus was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate and on the third day rose again from the dead. It 

is as much an historic fact as that George Washington lived and 

was the first president of the United States. In fact, there is 

as much, if not more, historical evidence for Jesus' rising from 

the dead, as there is evidence that George Washington ever lived 

or was our country's first president. 

In the verses prior to our text, Paul laid out the evidence 

for Jesus' resurrection as a lawyer might do in a courtroom. The 

evidence would stand up even in today's court of law. The Lord 

Jesus appeared bodily risen from the dead first to Peter, then 

the Twelve (on two separate occasions), various groups of women, 

then to more than 500 eyewitnesses at one time. Men who would 

swear even to their own death (many did just that! – and you 

don’t do that for a lie!), that the same Jesus who was nailed to 

a cross, was seen physically raised from the dead, still bearing 

the marks of the nails in His hands and feet and the spear wound 

in His side as marks of victory!  Then He appeared to James, and 

to all the apostles. And last of all, He appeared to Paul while 

on the road to Damascus. Jesus' resurrection isn't a matter of 

faith; it's a matter of fact, a matter of history. 

Remember, all the Jews had to do to destroy the infant 

Christian Church was to produce a body – show the dead, lifeless 

corpse of Jesus and expose the lie of the apostles.  But they 

didn’t because they couldn’t, for as hundreds of eye witnesses 

have attested, Jesus did rise from the dead, and thus secured 

our salvation and our hope in the midst of death and despair. 

We therefore do not despair in the face of trial and 

affliction and pain, even when we watch our loved be placed into 

a grave, for we trust completely in the Word and promise of God, 

that "a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 

hear his voice and come out" (John 5:28). "For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed" (1 Corinthians 15:52).  

 Because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead – He proved 

that our sin is paid for and that we too shall be raised to 

eternal life with Him.  And indeed, because of the faith God the 
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Holy Spirit created in our hearts at our baptism, we already 

have been raised up in Christ! 

 We have more that this world people of God, and are not to 

be pitied, but envied (not anything we have done, but for the 

precious gift given to us)!  We have been raised to eternal life 

with Jesus!  Nothing in this world can take that away!  In the 

gracious waters of our baptism, we were killed, buried and 

raised with Christ Jesus!  What can anyone or anything in this 

world do to us?!  For we are already saved from death and 

despair and raised up unto eternal life right now and unto 

eternity.  We truly have been rescued from the woeful and 

condemned and made the blessed – those who already have received 

the Kingdom of God within us; those who have true satisfaction 

as the hole in our hearts and souls that we were born with has 

been filled by God the Holy Spirit. 

 So no, we do not ever have to despair – for Jesus Christ is 

Raised from the dead for our salvation, now and forever more.  

Amen! 

 

The peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 


