
 1 

Luke 5:1-11              Epiphany 5 c                  2-6-22 

                   Jesus is Here for You  

 

Why is Peter cringing in his boat, begging Jesus to depart 

from him?  Certainly, we can understand that the working of a 

miracle might cause Peter to recognize that Jesus was the Holy 

One from God and be aware of his own sinfulness.  But the 

miraculous catch of fish Jesus gave by His Word was not the 

first miracle Simon BarJonah had witnessed.  He had already 

witnessed the changing of water into wine at the Cana wedding 

feast, and he likely also had witnessed the casting out of the 

demon at the synagogue, and he of course saw how Jesus healed 

his mother-in-law of a severe fever, and he also watched as 

Jesus healed every other diseased and possessed person brought 

to his house that evening as well.  Miracle after miracle!  We 

are not told of Peter cringing at those times, so why is he 

cringing now? 

And when He had finished speaking, [Jesus] said to Simon, 

“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And 

Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! 

But at Your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had 

done this, they enclosed such a large number of fish, their nets 

were at the breaking point. 

This miracle does not seem any greater than casting out 

demons or healing the sick, yet “when Simon Peter saw it, he 

fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a 

sinful man, O Lord.’” 

Perhaps the reason for his reaction was that Peter was 

amazed that Jesus would do great things also for him. He had 

seen Jesus perform those miracles for others, but this was for 

him. “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Peter knew 

his sinfulness and certainly did not feel worthy to receive such 

gifts and mercy from his Lord.  

My family in Christ, through this Gospel, your God is 

telling you that His miracles and forgiving grace are not only 

for other people, that His miracles and His forgiving grace are 

also individually and personally for you.  

Jesus wants you to know from this text that it does not 

matter a whole lot what you think of yourself. It also does not 

matter whether you think you are worthy of God’s presence and 

work in your life. Simon said to Jesus, “Depart from me, for I 

am a sinful man, O Lord,” but Jesus wasn’t going anywhere. Jesus 

is the God who came personally to Simon in this Gospel, just as 

He is the God who came personally to you in Baptism. Jesus is 

the God who acts individually for Simon in this Gospel—does 

startling things for Simon that Simon did not seriously think 
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would happen—just as Jesus is the God who acts individually for 

you. 

Simon’s shock and amazement at His Lord’s individually 

expressed love personally for him is not the only thing that is 

happening here. There are many other ways for you to draw great 

comfort and blessings from today’s Gospel: 

1. By filling Simon’s nets, Jesus shows Himself to be the 

God who cares and provides for the everyday needs of our lives, 

and not merely during those extreme times of illness or disease. 

Here we are reminded that Jesus lovingly and conscientiously 

provides us with every mouthful of our daily bread; that Jesus 

remains present with us and caring for us in every moment, and 

not merely in times of illness. 

2. By filling the nets of this expert fisherman, Jesus 

shows Himself to be the true giver of all things. If He were to 

withdraw His gracious support, we would have nothing no matter 

how hard we worked or struggled.  We work, but our Lord provides 

through that work.  Stated another way, none of us needs to rely 

upon our expertise or our skill for daily bread. We can each go 

faithfully to our daily labors and vocations trusting 

exclusively in Jesus to provide us with what we need no matter 

what might happen in the course of our day. “Master, we toiled 

all night and took nothing! But at Your Word I will let down the 

nets.” 

3. Luther repeatedly used this Gospel as a way of showing 

people that Jesus faithfully takes care of all your needs, both 

physical and spiritual. The same Lord who gave Simon a catch of 

fish is also the Lord who likewise proclaimed to Simon, “Do not 

be afraid!” And in the same way, the God who provides so 

faithfully for your needs of body shall likewise never fail to 

provide for your needs of soul.  Indeed, that was why He came in 

our flesh and was standing there before Peter – to be our 

substitute and savior. As He said to Simon, Jesus also proclaims 

His “Do not be afraid” to you when He tells you that He has 

forgiven all your sins. Do not be afraid before your holy God, 

do not be afraid when the devil accusingly reminds you of your 

sins and failures or when you struggle to forgive yourself, do 

not be afraid. Your sins are forgiven! 

4. This Gospel is also very good for showing you that Jesus 

is the God who comes face-to-face with you, totally unbothered 

by your sin and weakness. When Simon saw the catch, “He fell 

down at Jesus’ knees.” Simon could think of only one thing: Here 

I am in the presence of God. Simon might even have had today’s 

Old Testament flash across his mind, where Isaiah wails before 

the presence of the Holy God, Isa 6:5  "Woe is me! For I am 

lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 

of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
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LORD of hosts!"  In today’s Gospel, Simon sees no less of God, 

and Simon likewise despairs: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful 

man, O Lord.” Yet Jesus does not go away, not from Simon and not 

from you. Jesus is not bothered by your sin. To the contrary, 

Jesus came to take all of your sinful guilt upon Himself and 

face the judgment and punishment for those sins while hanging on 

the cross in your place.  He came to cover your sin and hide it 

away, to cover you in His righteousness and faithfulness so that 

you will no longer be afraid of your God and His faithful 

presence in your life. 

 He knows how we can struggle with guilt and shame, how we 

can doubt His words of forgiveness.  That is why He also gives 

you the extra assurance of the Blessed Supper. Just as He 

reassured Isaiah with the holy angel touching his lips with the 

hot coal from the altar of God, so too does He touch your lips 

with the bread and wine of the supper, reassuring you that you 

are receiving the very Body and Blood of Jesus that was once 

offered on the cross for you and that you are receiving the 

assurance of His grace and forgiveness.  You are taking within 

you the Bread of Life Himself.  You know that you are forgiven 

and can rejoice in His Presence!   

Today, with Peter, you are reminded that though yes, Jesus 

came for many, but He also came for you, and He continues to 

come here to you and for you. 

Amen 

 

 


