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Isaiah 6:1-8              Epiphany 5 c                  2-10-19 

Luke 5:1-11   Reverence In His Divine Service 

 

 

Why do we do things here at St. John’s the way we do?  Why 

do we have the liturgy, the hymns, the worship service that we 

do?  Does it matter?  Isn’t church just like any other group 

that gets together?  Well no, it is not the same, for as our 

text reminds us that here is a place where we encounter (not 

just a group of people, but) literally God Himself – The Holy 

One, The One True Living Lord and God.  Thus what we gather here 

for every Sunday morning is not to be an ordinary experience, 

for it is an encounter with the Most Holy God and Lord.  And 

sadly, it seems as if some folks, and maybe every one of us on 

occasion, do not always remember that.  But today we are forced 

to understand this and to be reminded of how our Lord wants us 

to approach Him.  That as we encounter Him right here this very 

morning in this very sanctuary, we are all to have a Reverence 

for His Divine Service (to us). 

 

 Our OT text opens with Isaiah receiving His call from the 

Lord to enter into the prophetic ministry, and it was an 

incredible encounter with his Holy Lord and Creator (Not your 

standard Call Service). Isaiah described it as seeing the Lord 

sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his 

robe filled the temple. 

The Lord is pictured as the Great King, with His robe filling 

the Holy Temple of Israel, and Holy Seraphim/angels were ever 

proclaiming “Isa 6:3  And one called to another and said: “Holy, 

Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His 

glory!”    It was of such Divine Glory and Power that we are told   
the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of Him who 

called, and the house was filled with smoke. 

 It was an awesome encounter with the Lord, one in which 

Isaiah was immediately made aware of Who he was standing before 

as well as his horrid, lowly, sinful condition. He said: “Woe is 

me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 

in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 

the King, the LORD of hosts!”  Just as Adam and Eve cringed and 

hid in fear from their Lord right after their fall into sin and 

shame, so now was Isaiah cringing in fear and shame, exposed for 

his guilt and the destruction he knew he deserved in the 

presence of The Holy One. 

 And we see the same reaction with Peter in our Gospel 

lesson.  When Jesus performed the miraculous catch of fish, and 

Peter realized that this man standing in His boat was none other 
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than His Holy Creator and Lord God Almighty, the One who cannot 

tolerate sin in His presence, Peter immediately falls down in 

fearful awe and reverence, cringing in terror and shame before 

his Holy Lord and begging Him to go away, for Peter knew he was 

a sinful man. 

 He and Isaiah knew that this was the same God who was so 

Holy that even if someone were to see Him in His purity, they 

would be destroyed, or even to touch His ark, the symbol of His 

presence, that it meant certain death, and damnation. (That 

actually happened when King David and the people of Israel were 

moving the Ark of the Covenant to the Tabernacle on a cart with 

great joy and celebration.  But during the move, the oxen 

stumbled and the ark began to tip, so Uzzah reached out to 

steady the ark, but in so touching it broke God’s explicit 

command to never touch the ark, and Uzzah immediately died there 

before God.)  Sinful man cannot abide the presence of the Holy 

God.  So Isaiah and Peter’s fear and reverence were very 

appropriate responses to their encounter with the Holy Lord God. 

 My family in Christ, that is the same God that we encounter 

here this morning as well! (This was not just “an OT” thing) He 

does not change in His Essence of Holiness.  He hasn’t all of 

the sudden decided that holiness isn’t all that PC any more – 

not very marketable and might be offensive to some groups, and 

therefore should be done away with!  No!  He is the same God Who 

commanded Moses, then later Joshua, to remove their shoes 

because they were standing on Holy Ground – ground where God 

Himself was present.  That same Holy Lord God Almighty stands 

here with us this very morning in this very sanctuary, and we as 

sinful creatures should respond accordingly, with horror and 

sorrow for our sin before such a Holy One. That is why we have 

confession at the beginning of our services!  As we realize 

Whose presence we are in, and our need to confess who were are 

before Him. 

 Think about it.  If even the Seraphim, who are themselves 

perfect and Holy, humble themselves and cover themselves in the 

presence of The Holy One, whose holiness and power exceeds all, 

how much more should we as sinful, lowly men and women fall down  

with awe, repentance and reverence in His presence! 

  

 However, there is more to our Lord than just His Holiness 

and Power, there is also His Infinite Love and Grace!/(Mercy for 

us In His Son!) to also humble us and fill us with awe.  When 

Peter fell down in repentant fear and awe, Jesus immediately 

comforts him, tells him to no longer be afraid, for God who had 

revealed Himself to Peter in Jesus, is the God who would 

accomplish the forgiveness of our sins and would therefore 

remove the terrifying barrier between sinful man and a Holy God.  
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By His coming in the flesh to take our place under His wrath and 

judgment, Jesus would accomplish the forgiveness of our guilt 

with the shedding of His Holy, Infinite Blood. 

 And in our text, Isaiah also received a powerful reminder 

of this saving truth.  For when he too was cringing in fear and 

shame of His guilt before the Holy Lord of Israel, we read that   

Isa 6:6-7  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his 

hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the 

altar.  (7)  And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 

for.”  What an incredible event.  From the altar of God, the 

place of sacrifice and atonement, a sacramental coal was taken 

and applied to Isaiah to apply the forgiveness and grace of God 

that would be won by the Messiah to Isaiah personally and thus 

reassure of that forgiveness. 

 Well children of God, you also have received the very same 

thing in your Baptism!!!!  Only there, in the font God reached 

out to you, not through a coal, but with water and word to apply 

the cleansing, burning, purifying blood of Christ to you and 

make you clean, taking away your guilt.  The altar (the focal 

point of the sanctuary) reminds us that it takes blood, life, a 

sacrifice to cleanse us from the debt of sin, death.  That blood 

payment was made once and for all on the Cross, before the altar 

of God in heaven, and then that cleansing “coal” was applied to 

you individually in the gracious waters of Baptism. 

And of course, obviously, in the Lord’s Supper, once again 

God touches you with the very reassurance of His Love and 

Forgiveness in Christ as God takes Bread and Wine from His Altar 

and touches the very Body and Blood of Jesus under those 

elements to your lips, to again reassure you of His forgiveness 

and grace in Christ 

 And it is in that knowledge of just how far your Holy Lord 

will go for you, to even a slaughtering on the cross, and 

suffering the very fires of hell itself, that also should cause 

you to fall down in humble adoration and awe -- awe at the Love 

and Grace of your God – Who is serving you His grace! 

This is the Awesome, Almighty and Gracious God you meet 

here this morning.  This is no trivial moment, it is 

experiencing heaven on earth.  And so it is to be a time of 

reverence, respect and holy awe (of realizing what is going on 

here).   

When we are baptized into Christ, we put on Christ.  His 

attitude becomes ours.  Jesus invites us into an attitude of 

holy awe, respect and gratitude before His heavenly Father.  The 

same way in which Jesus approached the Father when He prayed.   
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It is worth noting, that in our Lord’s most critical 

moments, that when He prayed, He prayed the Psalter -- the 

Psalms!  The Word of God, the Words that God has given us. 

 That is also why our liturgy is the way it is.  To reflect 

Who God is and what He has done for us and what He has given us 

to focus us on Christ!  How better to pray and worship than to 

use the very Words that God has given us to talk to Him with!  

Indeed, how does a child learn to speak, except to repeat back 

the very words of his parents.  That is how it is with our 

heavenly Father, as we are to repeat back to Him the Words He 

has given us – His Word.  And our Liturgy is mostly taken right 

from Scripture!  (It is not some German thing we came up with in 

the 1500’s!  Rather, it is the ancient liturgy of the Church, 

taken from pages of scripture that focuses us on Christ and His 

work for us.) You know, God spent much of the book of Exodus and 

Leviticus prescribing to His Children of Israel exactly how He 

was to be worshipped.  He cared how His people approached Him.  

He hasn’t changed – He still cares how His people approach Him. 

So should we.  And again, our Liturgy helps us approach our Lord 

in a way we know is pleasing to Him, for not only is it taken 

from the scriptures, but it is based on the very worship forms 

He prescribed so long ago. 

  

 And finally, with Isaiah, we also are reminded that we who 

have encountered the Holy, Living, and Loving Lord of Life, who 

have trembled with the knowledge of our sins as well as the 

knowledge of the gracious, life-giving forgiveness of those 

sins, we have also been enabled to respond to that encounter and 

say “Here am I. Send me!" 

How can we who have encountered our very Creator and Savior 

(Who has given us all things!) respond with a careless, 

lackadaisical, lifeless attitude?!?  Rather, rejoicing in the 

forgiveness of our sins, strengthened by the very grace and 

Spirit of God given to us through His Means of Grace, knowing we 

have His Life and love flowing in and through us, we are enabled 

to go out and reflect His Life and love to those around us; to 

be able to go out and tell others about the Holy Lord who has 

forgiven them in Christ.  We can invite them to come here, where 

they too can encounter the Holy and Gracious God, that they too 

may be cleansed and Live!   

God in His grace enable us all to realize Who we encounter 

here every time He comes to serve us. God enable us to be 

reverent in His Divine Service. 

  

 


