
 1 

Luke 4:31-44               Epiphany 4 c                  2-3-19  

 

 

 In our text before us this morning, we see a rebuking, 

confrontational Jesus – if you’re His enemy that is.  To the 

sick, possessed, hurting and guilt-ridden, Jesus is pure grace 

and healing – but for the demonic and disease, He is their 

condemnation (for He comes with true authority to bring true 

healing to man).  

 In the Galilean city of Capernaum, Jesus is teaching and 

proclaiming the Word of God in the local Synagogue.  And as you 

have heard, it was not unusual for a guest/traveling rabbi to 

visit a synagogue, especially in outlying locations.  But what 

was unusual was how Jesus taught.   

By Jesus' day, the rabbis/teachers had become a group that 

was purely "traditional"--in the sense that all they would do is 

simply quote other rabbis before them and reiterate over and 

over again man-made thoughts and philosophies, often some 

political commentary against the hated Romans (nothing of the 

True Kingdom of God/True Messiah and Salvation from sin), which 

would never satisfy the hunger of the soul.   

 But Jesus came not speaking the vain philosophies of men, 

nor did He appeal to other human authorities, No, Jesus came and 

spoke in clear and powerful Words --He spoke with authority, for 

His message came straight from the very heart and mind of the 

Father, from God Himself!!  The Word Made Flesh spoke His own 

Word of Life.   

 And the people were blown away with amazement, to hear such 

teaching with authority! How sad to be so amazed, for it shows 

how long the pure Word of God had been missing for these people.  

For generations the Word of God had become diluted and twisted 

to say only what itching ears wanted to hear (rather than what 

they needed to hear).   

It is the same today.  Our world is a world drowning in 

relativism (and political correctness), a world that believes 

there is no absolute truth.  In fact there seems to be no 

absolutes except that of individual "rights".  There is no more 

right or wrong, but just whatever seems right to you. That is 

our common idolatry (truly being our own god, such arrogance, 

determining for ourselves what is true).  That's the religion of 

man that is so often proclaimed--and not just in the media or 

the world's stages, but tragically even from many of today's 

pulpits.   

The apostasy/unbelief of the last days that our Lord warned 

us about is taking place as the pure Word and authority of God's 

Word is more and more being denied and watered down replaced 

with society’s values, inclusive language, social justice and 
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activism (good works) of man are lifted up. (You certainly don’t 

want to offend folks by talking about their sin, so, you 

certainly don’t need a Savior from sin, just a good friend in 

Jesus who will love and accept whatever you do…and hopefully, if 

you have enough faith and do enough good things, He will reward 

you with comforts and riches.) The Gospel is hidden and removed, 

while the teachings of men and "human authorities" are 

proclaimed. 

But a rebuking and confronting Jesus proclaims a pure Word 

that exposes (our) sinful guilt and eternal need.  

To such powerful and authoritative teaching, an interesting 

response takes place.  We are told that while Jesus was teaching 

the Word in the Synagogue, a man who had been possessed by demon 

suddenly began to shriek and cry out against Jesus saying, Luke 

4:34 ESV  "Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of 

God." (BTW, isn’t it interesting that the demon makes the better 

confession (not from faith) than the people Jesus had come to – 

they were amazed by the words and work of Jesus, but they did 

not recognize and proclaim Jesus as the Holy One of God, the 

Messiah.  In fact it is not until Peter’s confession by the Holy 

Spirit that any man recognizes who Jesus is. A reminder to us 

that it is only by God the Holy Spirit that our spiritual 

blindness and death is overcome to be able to know and trust in 

Jesus and His work.)  

  Now it is significant that the demon-possessed man was 

already in the synagogue, the place where the people of God were 

to be.  That reminds us that satan and his hoard can be right 

here among the people of God, for we are his targets.  He has no 

need to go after those outside of Christ's Body, for they are 

already his brothers, doing his bidding on their own.  But the 

children of God need his "special attention", to try and deceive 

them and ruin their faith.  And what more subtle place than the 

house of the Lord to try and work his deceptive and destructive 

ways (why there is such a constant attack in the church to deny 

or dilute the Word of God, etc.). 

 And notice, this man had not shrieked until Jesus began to 

proclaim the pure Word of God, the Gospel of Salvation.  With 

the false teachers before, there was no need to cry out (they 

were doing satan’s work for him), but with this Jesus and His 

True Teaching of the Word, something had to be done...time to 

try and deceive those he could.  (Think, satan’s strategy has 

always been to attack the Word of God – to rob us of God’s Word 

– to twist it, dilute it, put doubt in it, etc., from the 

Garden, temptation of Jesus, to today – he always is about 

attacking the Word, for it is the VERY power of God, that Which 

the Holy Spirit always uses…) 
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 Also, did you notice that he used the plural "us" in his 

cry.  What have you to do with us… Have you come to destroy us?"  

(This is not like legion where one man was possessed by many, 

for he refers to himself in the singular: “I know who You are”) 

It is very likely that the possessed man is referring to 

everyone there at the synagogue, suggesting to them that Jesus 

had come to destroy all of them there with His "dangerous new 

teachings".  He was basically telling Jesus to quit teaching 

because He was the enemy of the people, that since He was the 

"Holy One of God", He had come to destroy man.  He was trying to 

deceive the people. To convince them that the One who had come 

to seek and save the lost, had really come as the severe judge 

who would destroy them all. 

 Yes, Jesus will come as the judge on the last day (when the 

time of grace is over) to destroy this and all workers of satan, 

satan himself, and all who reject His work of grace, but not 

now.  Now He had come not to judge man, but to confront and 

defeat satan, sin and death and to usher in the time of grace 

and forgiveness. 

 And now the confronting and rebuking Jesus orders the demon 

to be silent--to put a stop to his attempt at deceiving the 

people, and then He orders the demon to come out of the man.  

This not only showed His authority over the demon, and 

demonstrated the authority and power of His Word (that His Word 

accomplishes His tasks), but this confrontation gives the people 

there and us a small taste and reminder of His purpose of 

coming.  That this confronting and defeating of the demon is 

actually pointing to the Big Confrontation of the Cross where 

Jesus would confront satan on mankind's behalf and crush the 

serpent's head. 

 At the Cross, the sinless, Holy One of God would bear our 

sin and shed His blood as the substitutionary payment, and by 

His resurrection from the dead, He would forever overcome satan; 

forever removing the sting of his accusations and the sting of 

eternal death and suffering in hell.   

And the confrontation with sin and death continues to this 

very day. Certainly, THE confrontation of the Cross was decisive 

and final, no more payment for sinful guilt would ever be 

required, ever.  But the Lord Jesus confronted sin death and the 

devil in your own life as well.  You had been born dead in sin 

and a child of the devil.  But in your baptism, Jesus rebuked 

satan, cast him out of you by the authority of His Blood through 

the water and the Word so that satan no longer has his 

overpowering influence upon your life.  And you who were dead in 

your sin were raised up to true new eternal life through that 

blessed sacrament.  It truly was every bit the miracle as the 
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healing of Peter’s mother-in-law and the others of Capernaum in 

our text.   

Do you daily realize that?  Do you daily marvel and wonder 

at such a miracle and salvation Jesus has performed for you?  Do 

you wonder at such a powerful Word of God? (God help us each to 

do so!) 

And finally, in our text we are told that they began to 

tell one another about this powerful Word and Works of Jesus so 

that reports about Him went out into all the surrounding region. 

 So it is to be with us.  We who have heard the Word of 

Christ, who have been rescued from sin, death, and the devil and 

have once again been able to sit at Jesus feet and hear the 

truth rather than just the lies of the devil and the world; we 

are in response to go and confess Christ, reflect His love and 

share His Word with those around us who are still surrounded by 

the lies of this world and the lies of false teachers who water 

down and denounce the Gospel of Christ.  

We can invite them to come and hear the powerful Word of 

Christ proclaimed here each week, and we are to be reassured 

that this Word of Christ is still powerful and authoritative — 

that it does what it says.  That God the Holy Spirit will use 

the Word to create and sustain faith as well as expose lies and 

deception in the light of God’s Word of Truth, an absolute 

truth, The Truth. 

 

      Amen 

  

 


