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Luke 4:16-30                Epiphany 3 c               1-23-22 

Today the Scripture is Fulfilled in Your Hearing 

 

Why are the good citizens of Nazareth so angry? What made 

them so angry with their famous son Jesus that they wanted to 

kill Him? What did He say that caused them to go from singing 

His praises and marveling at His speaking to literally driving 

Him out of town to the edge of a cliff with the intention of 

throwing Him to His death?  

Things had started off well enough, and not without a bit 

of eager anticipation. Word had traveled to Nazareth of what 

Jesus, the son of Joseph (as they thought) had been doing in 

Capernaum and other Galilean villages throughout the area. How 

Jesus had been regularly teaching in the local synagogues on the 

Sabbath and even performing miracles! Rumor had it that some 

were even suggesting that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah. 

THE MESSIAH! Jesus! Their Jesus! The Carpenter!  

How could their unschooled carpenter be teaching in 

synagogues? And not only teaching, but doing so in a very 

unusual way, as one Who had authority (and not simply quoting 

what other Rabbis had said). And now they would hear for 

themselves, as Jesus stood at the Memorah (podium) and was 

handed the scroll containing the book of Isaiah. What would He 

read, and what would He say/teach about the text? What were they 

about to hear?  

We are told that Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the 

portion from chapter 61 (Words He had given to the prophet 

Isaiah 700 years earlier) and read: (Luke 4:18) "The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed,(19) to proclaim the year of the Lord's 

favor."  

What an incredible text for Jesus to read -- for it of 

course spoke of Jesus Himself. Indeed He was the Anointed One of 

God, (Christ/Messiah means the anointed one). At His Baptism, He 

was Anointed by the Holy Spirit to preach the very best news to 

the poor, that is those poor in spirit, those lost in spiritual 

depravity and death; He had been sent to proclaim freedom to 

those held captive to sin and death and despair. That of course 

is all of mankind (including us), who were held captive to the 

accusations of satan of their sinful guilt and the resulting 

penalty for their guilt, eternal death.  

And, Jesus was anointed to recover sight for not only the 

spiritually blind, to open their eyes to the deceit they were  

blinded in by satan (lies that they they’re okay, or could save 

themselves, rely on works, that there was plenty of time, as 
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well as the lies that satan would promote of himself – that he 

is not real nor is our danger!, etc.) and be opened to the Truth 

He brought, but to also actually, literally open the eyes of the 

physically blind, as well as heal all manner of diseases and 

afflictions, all of which to point ahead to The Big Miracle, The 

Big Cure He would accomplish on the Cross. The place where the 

Anointed One of God would be anointed with all of mankind’s sins 

and guilt, including every single one of yours, and there He 

suffered for every single one of those, enduring the very wrath 

and punishment of The Holy and Righteous God and Judge, the very 

torments of hell so that we might be anointed/covered with His 

cleansing blood, forgiveness and righteousness.  

He had come to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Now 

that phrase may not ring a bell with you, but it sure did in the 

minds of His hearers! “The year of the Lord’s favor” was 

referring to the wonderful practice of the year of Jubilee. 

Jubilee, by God’s decree in Leviticus occurred every 50 years, a 

festival year when all debt was canceled, all land and property 

was returned to the original owner and everyone started again 

with a clean slate. And its major purpose was to point ahead to 

this very day recorded in our reading. It was pointing ahead to 

when the Incarnate Son of God, the Messiah would come and pay 

off the greatest debt and burden of His people. It pointed to 

the time when the Substitute would come to truly pay all of 

mankind’s debt, that the price we owed was canceled forever on 

account of the Anointed One and it was now the favorable year of 

the Lord. – We had now found favor instead of wrath before God! 

And that was a key statement -- that NOW it was the 

favorable year of the Lord. That now it truly was Jubilee -- 

that it had finally come! That is what made this such an 

incredible text for the Lord to read: not only did it describe 

what He was doing...but that the time of salvation had finally 

come, that THE ANOINTED ONE had come!!! Thus Jesus stated after 

He had sat down “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” What an incredible moment! God the Messiah had finally 

kept His promise, and now in their own hearing, God their Savior 

told them that this very scripture and promise of hope and 

salvation was fulfilled, in fact, seated right before them was 

the Anointed One of God, their Savior -- Salvation and Life was 

right before their eyes! Salvation was here and now!  

You’d think the hearers would be overjoyed! But no. Though 

Jesus had just announced the greatest Good News they could have 

ever heard, (THE PROMISE kept!!!) the congregation refused to 

truly hear it. And the Omniscient Son of God Who can look into 

the hearts of men looked into His hometown’s heart and explained 

to them how the good people of Nazareth were about to reject 

Him, just as prophets of old were rejected by their own. 
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Familiarity breeds contempt. (“One Who had been their carpenter 

was away for a year and now thinks He is a great teacher, if not 

the Messiah Himself!”)  

The people of Nazareth were angry because Christ had 

blessed many others with His teaching and outstanding miracles 

before He came to His hometown, and here He had not performed 

many great miracles. Shouldn’t they have been shown miracles 

first? Shouldn’t they be more blessed than other communities? 

Shouldn’t they receive the very best from the Messiah rather 

than leftovers…? The lack of miracles was not because He lacked 

the power nor had less goodwill or love for His hometown – 

rather, they would not really seek miracles from Him for they 

had no faith in Him. They thought they knew Him.  

Jesus gives them the examples of Elijah and Elisha who were 

sent to help foreigners and strangers because their own people 

kept despising and rejecting their ministry at home. And the 

people of the synagogue realize there will be no favoritism by 

Jesus. Who does He think He is?!? They’re angry, angry because 

they remain blind and captive to their sin. And so, in great 

irony, the people of Nazareth, Christ’s friends and fellow 

citizens were the first to lay hands on Him and even threaten to 

kill Him – not even caring that they were doing this evil 

(against the Messiah) on the Sabbath.  

Shame on you Nazareth -- The devil didn’t even dare to 

throw Jesus from the pinnacle of the Temple, but you want to 

hurl Him from the cliff your town was built on.  

My family in Christ, this text is one we need to pay 

attention to as well. For we also are those who can be held in 

captivity, who can be blinded and deceived, who need the 

Anointed One to proclaim freedom and truth to us right here and 

now as well.  

We must realize that we are in a very vicious struggle for 

our faith right now! That right now we are in a powerful 

struggle with satan and the powers of darkness for our trust and 

new life in Christ. Satan loves to deceive and cloud over our 

eyes with the goal of chipping away our faith in our Lord, to 

make us forget our freedom and new life in Christ and instead 

get us to relying upon ourselves for help and strength in the 

days filled with trouble and strife.  

He loves to get us to feel overwhelmed by our circumstances 

and to get us to doubt that Christ’s Words and promises are for 

us, and that such comfort and help is available and offered to 

us freely by Christ, that it is in fact for us right here and 

now! That our Lord comes to us right here and now and offers us 

His grace, forgiveness and strength for what we are going 

through right here and now!  
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Instead, the evil one wants us to look inside of ourselves, 

or to other persons or places, anywhere else for help than the 

one place where God has already provided us help and has 

promised to come to us.  

And once he has you looking away from your Lord, he wants 

to burden you, (he hurls accusations at you and) weigh you down 

with guilt and discouragement – some of his most powerful 

weapons.  

Guilt and discouragement. What pain and destruction they 

can cause, weapons which can lead you to despair, and 

ultimately, away from Christ Himself. And left to ourselves, our 

own abilities and strength, that is exactly where we’d end up – 

separated eternally from our Lord, drowning and dying under the 

weight of our sin. But we are not alone.  

For my family in Christ, today your Anointed Lord and 

Savior comes to you here in His Father’s house, sits down among 

you and proclaims “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing”. That NOW is the time of salvation, that NOW is the 

time that your Lord comes to you in order to free you from your 

self-inflicted bondage, and the weight and burden of your guilt. 

That He didn’t just accomplish your salvation in the past and 

give it to you in your Baptism, or that your only hope is to 

look forward to some future date, to, look to heaven for relief 

and help (both are great truths and are sources of comfort and 

help), but know also that He comes here today to still give you 

help and strength right now!  

You know it’s interesting, that people sometimes imagine 

that if they were right there next to Christ, could see Him, 

hear Him, hold Him like the early disciples, that they would 

fall at His feet in joy, and would get to enjoy the benefits of 

seeing and being with their God right then and there. Well you 

do! -- right here and now, today, in this very place. Such is 

the joy and comfort we should receive from knowing that the same 

Lord really comes here to pronounce the year of the Lord’s 

Favor.  

The One Who was baptized in your sin at the Jordan River, 

baptized you in His cleansing Blood through the water and word 

of your baptism. He would have you look to that font and 

remember that truth – remember and rejoice that your sinful 5 

guilt is washed away from you as far as the east is from the 

west – farther that the devil can ever use again against you. 

And use that grace given to you in your baptism to daily 

drown your Old Adam and extinguish the accusing darts of the 

devil. For you know that you have put on Christ and that you are 

clean in Christ and there is no condemnation for you in Christ!  

Here He proclaims the year of the Lord’s favor upon you and 

freedom from the debt of sinful guilt through the service of His 
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proclaimed Word, that “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

Amen 


