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John 20:1-18             Easter Sunrise c            4-17-22 

Witness to Christ’s Victory – Mary Magdalene 

 

 Throughout the Lenten season we have been looking at the 

Passion of Christ through the eyes of various witnesses.  Mary 

of Magdala, who was known as Mary Magdalene also was one who had 

witnessed much of Jesus. 

 We are first introduced to Mary (Luke 8) as a woman who had 

been severely afflicted and tormented by demons.  Though we are 

not told the details, the scriptures tell us that Jesus had cast 

out seven demons from her.  We can only imagine the torments and 

hardship, shame and guilt she had endured and suffered by them, 

but then, she was freed from the nightmare, and restored back 

unto true life with God through Jesus. And in gratitude she then 

became one of the most devoted followers of Jesus. 

 We don’t know how much she had witnessed of Jesus’ earthly 

ministry, the healings, preaching, teaching, etc.  But we do 

know that she was an eyewitness to the suffering and passion of 

her Lord, indeed, was even at the very foot of the Cross (along 

with Jesus’ mother Mary, her sister [Salome], Mary the wife of 

Clopas and His dear disciple John).    

 There she witnessed, saw and heard the terrible suffering 

of her dear Lord.  What thoughts crossed her mind as she beheld 

her loving Lord as He endured not only the physical tortures of 

the cross, but more so, the torments of hell with God the Father 

unleashing His full wrath and justice against all of her sin, 

all of mankind’s sin that had been placed upon Jesus in our 

place… For her to hear the One Who never abandoned her cry out: 

My God, My God why has thou forsaken me?  And then later to 

witness the unthinkable, as she watched Him bow His head and 

give up His spirit in death. She saw a soldier plunge a spear 

into Jesus’s side to verify that He had indeed died. 

 The ground shook with this impossible moment, as its 

creator had just perished, and the Roman centurion in charge of 

the crucifixion proclaimed, surely this was the innocent Son of 

God. 

(seemingly brought to faith?)  Jesus Who had healed so many, 

even raised the dead, had died. 

 She watched as Joseph of Arimathea, having received 

permission from Pilate to take charge of the body, removed the 

lifeless Jesus from the cross, and then take his body to 

Joseph’s own nearby tomb.  She and the other faithful women who 

had followed Jesus from Galilee, watched as Joseph and Nicodemus 

quickly performed the Jewish burial custom of wrapping the body 

with strips of linen intermixed with burial spices, hurried, for 

the Sabbath was at hand.    
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 Her last images of Jesus her savior was the large stone 

being rolled over the entrance, sealing the Lord of Life’s body 

in Joseph’s tomb.  She and the other women then went back and 

prepared more burial spices so they could return after the 

Sabbath was over and they could complete what had been done in 

haste. 

 It was this group of faithful ladies who left for the tomb 

in the dark hours of that early Sunday morning, still in stunned 

bitter grief, in order to finish the burial in loving devotion 

and honor of their beloved Lord Jesus. 

But when they arrive at the tomb, they find the stone 

rolled away and Jesus’ body gone!  Mary Magdalene runs back to 

tell the disciples what has happened (in doing so, she does not 

get to hear the announcement from the angels who appeared to the 

other women proclaiming that Jesus had Risen from the dead).  

She found Peter and John first, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 

 Peter and John run to the tomb to see for themselves, with 

Mary likely following after them.  John, the quicker of the two 

arrives first, stoops and looks in to see a strange sight – 

empty grave clothes and the head wrapping folded and lying 

separate from the rest.  Peter charges in and sees the same. It 

was curious sight.  Obviously not the work of grave robbers.  

The tomb was in order, just missing the body.    

 Mary then arrives back at the tomb as Peter and John leave 

for their homes, believing but not understanding what they had 

seen.  It is easy to imagine the confusion, grief, anger and 

fear coursing through Mary as she stood weeping outside of the 

tomb. Would there be no end to the attacks/insults upon Jesus?!? 

 But as she looks in, she sees two angels sitting where 

Jesus’ body had been – one at the head and one at the foot. This 

is a neat little detail included by John, and what Mary got to 

witness.  The angels seated in those positions would definitely 

point back to the Ark of the Covenant, and especially to its 

lid, the mercy seat or the Atonement Cover.  It was a lid with 

two cherubim [angels] on top with their wings pointing inward to 

each other, where God would come in a cloud over that lid and 

dwell with His people.  It was the lid that the blood of lambs 

would be sprinkled on to show that a payment, an atonement for 

sinful guilt revealed by the Law had been made, guilt covered.  

How fitting then for these angels to be sitting at the place 

where Jesus had secured our atonement!  They asked her why she 

was weeping? 

Why? She replied: “"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 

where they have laid him."  Having spoken openly of her fears, her 

grief increasing, she turns around and sees a man standing 

there.  She does not recognize that it is Jesus.   
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It is an incredible moment.  Mary Magdalene is the first of 

Jesus’ followers to see Him risen and living, yet she does not 

recognize Him.  She who had traveled with Him all the way from 

Galilee and witnessed so much, even at the foot of His cross, 

does not recognize Him. 

My family in Christ – that moment stands as an important 

lesson to each of us, and just how much of a gift faith and life 

in Christ is.  Here at the garden tomb, Mary's blindness 

declares that Jesus' death and resurrection will have no value 

for you until these divine events are preached to you by the 

living Word of the living Lord. Mary shows that faith does not 

come by seeing (proofs, evidence, etc.), but faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing by the Word of the resurrected Christ. 

Mary has seen her Lord die, but she still has not grasped 

the benefits of this death. Without the resurrection, Jesus' 

death is only a death; but with His resurrection, Jesus' death 

is a death-destroying, life-providing death. Yet neither Jesus' 

death nor His resurrection will do you any good if these great 

things are not preached to you and given to you.  

It is to the grieving and blind Mary that the Word made 

flesh, risen in victory over our enemies now speaks a creative 

Word to her.  With one divine Word He declares His resurrection 

to her. "Jesus said to her, 'Mary.'" With this living Word from 

the living Lord, joy and faith spring back into the heart that 

had been deadened by grief and pain. Eyes that were once blind 

became sighted again. With one Word, Jesus preaches to Mary that 

death could not hold Him; that Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed! Alleluia.  And Mary cries out: “Rabboni, Teacher”!  He 

lives!  He has won!  And He gives forgiveness and Life eternal! 

"Jesus said to her, 'Mary.'" Through this one-Word sermon, 

Mary believed. Through this sermon, the forgiveness and life 

that Jesus earned for Mary on the cross became her own. Through 

this Word, Jesus gave to Mary her own place in His resurrection 

from the dead, so that she would never die.  And then Mary 

Magdalene, bore witness to the Living Christ to Jesus’ 

disciples: (18) Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these 

things to her. 

And so it was for you, while you were still in the grip or 

sin and sorrow, staring at death and the tomb before you, your 

ever living and victorious Lord came to you and spoke your name 

in the water and word of your baptism.  You were born again, 

born from on high as He created the faith in you to open your 

blind eyes, see the living Jesus and enable you to believe and 

confess Him.  To know, that you are forgiven, all.  And that as 

He lives, so do you, now and forevermore.  And that you too may 

now bear witness to this good news to those around you. Amen 


