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Revelation 21:1-7           Easter 5 c                   5-19-19  

             Living in the Joy of Eternal Perspective 

  

During the Easter season we especially celebrate the truth 

that with Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, He has secured the 

forgiveness of our sins and removed the sting of eternal death 

for us forever.  We know that death and the grave have been 

swallowed up by our Lord’s victory and we look forward to the 

joyful bliss of being in paradise/heaven with our Lord the very 

moment we draw our last breath in this fallen world.   

 We know that He will wipe away every sad tear from our eyes 

forever, as sin and the sorrow it brings will no longer touch 

us.  We know and look forward to being reunited with our loved 

ones who have died in Christ before us.  We know that we will 

have the indescribable joy and the ultimate fulfillment of 

seeing our loving Creator face to face, unveiled in His glory, 

the very thing we were created to enjoy! 

 We know that as we feast at the wedding banquet of the Lamb 

in heaven that we are still in communion with our brothers and 

sisters in the Church Militant as they partake of the Lord’s 

Supper, the very foretaste of that feast we will be enjoying in 

full.  

 Truly it will be a blessed rest from our labors here, the 

labor, struggle and sorrows of life in this wilderness brought 

on by our sinful rebellion (and simply living in a fallen/cursed 

world). 

 Think of what causes those tears that will need to be wiped 

away in heaven.  The hurt we cause others with the selfish, 

self-centered nature we inherited from Adam.  The harsh words we 

can unload on so many, but especially on those closest to us.  

Then there are the hurts others cause us.  There are the pains 

of disappointment, of hopes smashed.  There is the guilt we 

struggle with, not being able to forgive ourselves or forget our 

failures/sins (not that the devil is about to let us forget).   

 There are the sorrows that come from failing health or 

pain.  And of course, the bitterness, grief and loss caused by 

death.  The list is almost endless. Many tears to be wiped away 

– and this by the nail-scarred hands of our Savior.  

 But we know that no matter what we endure or go through 

here, it’s not even close to the joys that will await us from 

the moment we depart this fallen world (because of Christ!) – 

and knowing that helps to strengthen and encourage us during our 

trials and sufferings. We have been given perspective. We know 

these struggles won’t last forever.  Because our Lord has 

triumphed over our enemies and won forgiveness and life eternal 

for us, because He lives, we know that we shall live as well 

even though we die. 
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 This is a living hope that truly shines out in a dark and 

troubled world – as we share with others the reason for the hope 

within us, despite what we face or endure. 

 And it is a living hope for us, because it is also a 

present reality!  We have eternal life, true life right now in 

Christ, for we have already be connected to Him – connected to 

His death and resurrection (in our baptism).  We saw this 

salvation, this very truth carried out before our very eyes this 

morning.  We watched as Presley, cute as she is, as one who had 

been born like all of us, separated from her loving Creator, was 

reunited with Him.   In her baptism, we watched as God gave this 

newborn the New Birth in Him - watched as this little one that 

had been born in guilt and condemnation had her sinful guilt 

washed away in Christ's blood and her nakedness before Him 

covered in the very righteousness of Jesus Himself.  Truly God 

was making all things New for Presley, just as He did for you in 

your baptism.   You were connected to Christ, raised from death 

to true, eternal life in Him, now and forever more – here on 

earth and then in heaven.  

 

 Now, as encouraging and strengthening the thought of going 

to heaven is for the Christian, that still is not the complete 

joy that awaits us.  Though departing this cursed world to be 

comforted at the side of Christ is a blessed hope for the child 

of God, we are intended for more.   

 Remember, our Lord God is the Creator.  He loves His 

creation and He is about restoring it!  When our Lord gave up 

His Spirit while on the cross and His soul entered into 

paradise, His victory was not complete until His spirit returned 

to His Body and it was raised back up from death. In that, He 

was the first fruits of the resurrection – securing our 

salvation and pointing ahead to the Day of Resurrection.  The 

Last Day – the day when this world and all of creation will be 

purged of all sin and its effects forever and our bodies will be 

raised up to enjoy eternal life as well. 

 This is the truth that was revealed to John in our text. A 

new heaven and a new earth.  Creation restored to God’s desire 

and design. 

 Now, you already have been raised up with Christ in your 

baptism – you already have eternal life now and forever more.   

 And if you should die before the Lord Returns in His glory, 

you will have the joys of being with your Lord in heaven. But 

there is even greater joy ahead.  Your joy is to be complete, 

soul and body!  Your Lord would have your decaying body raised 

up and returned to you, but changed and clothed with 

immortality, power and perfection, and enabled to enjoy all of 
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His gifts of a new creation without any strain or diminishment 

from sin or curse. 

 Imagine, never to feel any of the illness, weaknesses and 

pains and sorrows we feel now in this still fallen and afflicted 

world.  A perfect, strong and immortal body to truly live and 

experience in ways we can only imagine. 

[And what a new creation we will live in! This new earth 

will not be some ghostly place, but actually even more solid, 

more real than this world!  More solid and trustworthy than this 

ever-changing, groaning world under the curse.  There will be no 

sin and therefore none of its damage.  No disasters, no trauma, 

no fear, no death.  It will be a permanent and lasting place.]  

 But most of all, with a new creation, forever purged from 

sin, God Himself will tabernacle, dwell with us in such a direct 

and full way our limited minds can barely fathom it!  True, God 

really comes to us even now.  His real presence is here, but it 

is hidden through means, for with our sinful flesh still 

clinging to us, we could not bear such holiness and unveiled 

glory.  But then, there will be no more barriers, no more 

partial separations from our Creator, no means of grace, and we 

will be able to enjoy the full dwelling with our Creator, to 

enjoy the closest possible communion with our God, the very 

thing we for which we were created to enjoy, and we will have 

eternal, complete satisfaction and fulfillment. 

 And it is important for us to remember that these are not 

just God’s good intentions for us, just some hopeful wish He has 

for us.  It is fact. As He put it in our text: “It is done! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” He sees our 

future as clearly as He sees us today. Because of His promise, 

these things are as good as accomplished.  Indeed, looking at 

the cross we realize the extent God will go to keep His promises 

to us, therefore, we can be sure that He will keep this one!  It 

is a fact!  A certainty!   

And with that kind of certain hope before us, we have the 

perspective to live each day in Him with joy and hope no matter 

what our circumstances.   

 

 

 


