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John 13:31-35               Easter 5 c                  5-15-22 

Hearing & Following the Voice of Love 

 

Last week, our Lord told us in the Gospel reading that He 

was the Good Shepherd Whose sheep heard His voice, knew Him and 

followed Him.  Today, the Good Shepherd speaks to His Sheep 

again.  In fact, He speaks some of His most important Words 

ever. The Good Shepherd then enable us this day to hear and 

follow His Voice.  

 Our text takes place in the upper room on the night of 

Jesus’ betrayal. Now you might be wondering about this.  Today 

is the 5th Sunday of Easter, so what are we doing looking at an 

event that takes place on Maundy Thursday?  Well, if you were 

approaching your deathbed, or knew that you were about to be 

leaving your family and friends, what would you say to those you 

were leaving behind?  Generally, we tend to say the things that 

are most important to us – to give our most heartfelt messages 

at those time.   And so it is for our Lord.  He is about to go 

away – to travel where His sheep cannot follow, on the Road of 

His suffering and Passion.  With this in mind, the Good Shepherd 

is now giving some of His most heartfelt Words to His sheep.  

 Jesus the Good Shepherd says to His disciples, and to you: 

JOH 13:34-35 ESV  A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE TO YOU, THAT YOU LOVE 

ONE ANOTHER: JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, YOU ALSO ARE TO LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER. (35)  BY THIS ALL PEOPLE WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY 

DISCIPLES, IF YOU HAVE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER." 

 “A new commandment I give to you”.  Perhaps the most 

important and essential of Commands, for we have always existed 

to love God.  That is why we are, why we were created.  To know 

God.  Be with God.  Enjoy and receive from Him.  To trust Him.  

To love Him.  For we were created in His image, which meant that 

we were like Him.  We knew Him, reflected Him.  And God is love.  

So we were love.  We were to love Him Who is everything to us, 

always loves us and in turn, reflect that same love to each 

other.   

 Hence, the 10 Commandments that our Lord gave unto Moses, 

were really nothing more than what He had already written into 

our hearts and souls at Creation.  Those Commandments are simply 

about love.  Loving God and loving our neighbor, those around 

us, each other.  The first three remind us of ways that we are 

to love God – to trust and honor Him above all things, to revere 

His Name by hearing and following His Word, and to bask in His 

love by setting aside the time to be in His Real Presence 

through the Means of Grace, His Word and Sacraments and focus 

and listen and apply that Word in our daily lives.   

The next seven Commandments remind us of the practical ways 

to reflect His love care to those the people around us.  First 
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to those whom God has placed in responsibility over us 

(especially our parents [God’s closest source of care and 

support for us]).  Next how we are to care for and protect our 

neighbor in his physical needs; then we are to not only build 

our dear spouse up in our marital faithfulness and service, but 

also to help and build up the marriages around us; how we are to 

help our neighbor keep and build up/improve their property that 

God has provided them; how we are to protect each other’s 

reputation and defend them against attacks and deceit; and how 

we can guard and care for our relationship with our neighbor by 

keeping a loving and proper attitude toward their property and 

households.   

 

It has always been about loving care, just as God has first 

so loved us.  And of course, we always do such a wonderful job 

in showing that love don’t we?  Always very good at keeping 

those Commandments of God?  You do don’t you?  After all, the 10 

Commandments aren’t the 10 Suggestions. God expects you to keep 

them.  All of them, all of the time, because you were created to 

be like Him – loving.  Note in our text that Jesus did not say 

“I hope you will love one another”.  NO!  He said you ARE to 

“love one another”.   This is not optional, He truly expects you 

to love one another, including every single person here!   

And to get a bit deeper about this, it is somewhat easier 

to love those who love you first, but what about those who 

don’t?  Those who irritate you.  Those whose habits or behaviors 

grate against you.  Those with different political views from 

you.  Those who threaten you or make your lives difficult?  How 

is your love toward them?  And I’m not talking about having 

sentimental, gushy feelings towards folks, but tangible acts of 

love (praying for them, serving them, improving and comforting 

their lives and easing their burdens.) So again, how’s it going?  

How well are you truly loving God and neighbor?   

  

Obviously, we have a tendency to fail at this, for we of 

course also have a fallen and corrupt nature that we have 

inherited from our parents that can only practice selfish, self-

centered “love”.  It only cares about putting itself first and 

getting the most from others, including God for its own self-

centered interests, no matter how it hurts our neighbor, or 

breaks the heart of God. 

Though we may not recall it, we were trapped in that self-

centered, hateful walking death.  There was no escape by our own 

efforts, indeed, we wouldn’t have known how to escape, even if 

we had desired it.   

The only way for us to begin to be as we were created, to 

begin to reflect the image of our loving God, was to have that 
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image and life restored back to us.  This is what our Good 

Shepherd Jesus Christ had come to do.  In fact, it was what our 

Lord Jesus Christ announced He was doing when He said: JOHN 

13:31-33 ESV  "NOW IS THE SON OF MAN GLORIFIED, AND GOD IS 

GLORIFIED IN HIM. (32)  IF GOD IS GLORIFIED IN HIM, GOD WILL 

ALSO GLORIFY HIM IN HIMSELF, AND GLORIFY HIM AT ONCE. (33)  

LITTLE CHILDREN, YET A LITTLE WHILE I AM WITH YOU. YOU WILL SEEK 

ME, AND JUST AS I SAID TO THE JEWS, SO NOW I ALSO SAY TO YOU, 

'WHERE I AM GOING YOU CANNOT COME.' 

Judas had just been possessed by the Devil and had left to 

betray Jesus to the Jewish leaders.  Jesus says that He is now 

glorified by this betrayal and suffering, and through Him, so is 

the Father glorified, for now The Promise that He made at the 

beginning is now being finally fulfilled!  The Second Adam, the 

anointed Messiah, God the Son Jesus Christ is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners, that He might be covered in their sinful 

guilt, (all of their selfish, self-centered acts)(indeed all of 

our sinful guilt), and suffer for each and every one of those 

sins. He was going where we never could, paying the price we 

could never pay (and enduring even the fires of hell for us), 

and going before the very throne of God the Father Himself, and 

pouring out His Infinite Life to remove our guilt before God. 

That payment is what the Good Shepherd Jesus applied to you 

personally, when He sought you out in this wilderness of sin and 

death.  He found you, lifted your spiritually lifeless corpse 

from the desert floor, poured His cleansing Flood of life-giving 

blood upon you in your baptism, so that now Life eternal was now 

flowing within you.  That God glorifying, sacrificial love by 

the Lamb of God, the Good Shepherd, is what has made you alive, 

and once again restored, recreated the Image of God within you.  

You have the life and righteousness of Christ not only covering 

your guilt, but also living through you! (Indeed, Christ Jesus 

Himself lives in you – (Gal 2:20) “I have been crucified with 

Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 

me.”) 

 And now Jesus gives you His born-again sheep a “new 

Commandment”.  This commandment is new, in the sense that now we 

have seen it demonstrated for us vividly by Jesus Himself, and 

by it, remakes us again in His image, and enables us to follow 

it again – to love God, and love each other.  Not only has He 

given us His very life, raised us up from self-centered death, 

but we have seen the true nature of God, His sacrificial love 

and care for us boldly demonstrated and given to us.   

 As we daily remember and focus and rely on this tremendous 

love of God given to us, especially as He comes here and 

tenderly continues to forgive the times when we fail Him and our 

neighbor and lovingly holds us in His strong arms, this, and 



 4 

this alone is what enables us to love the people around us, even 

those who might not be our favorite people.   And love them in 

tangible ways. 

 And what are those?  You don’t have to think long and hard 

about it.  Look again at those 10 Commandments.  They are truly 

The guide, the description for Godly/loving living.   

 Folks, as you begin to show the love that God has recreated 

in your hearts, the image of God in your life, it will stick out 

in this cold, hateful, selfish, self-centered world.  People 

will notice.  Be prepared then to explain to them why you can 

love in such a way – that it is the Love of God alone shown and 

given to you in Christ Jesus that has made you alive and able to 

love once again. 

Sheep of God, by His gracious work, your ears have been 

opened, your hearts made alive by His Grace to hear His voice, 

and you have been enabled to follow His words – to love as He 

has first loved you. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 


