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John 20:19-31               Easter 2 c                   4-24-22 

                        Comforting Christ 

 

 Whenever we have this familiar Gospel lesson before us, it 

is easy to focus on the willful unbelief of Thomas – He makes a 

very convenient whipping boy.  

Despite of the three years of witnessing the teachings and 

incredible miracles of Jesus, including His raising three people 

from the dead (most notably Lazarus whom Thomas got to eat 

dinner with after his being brought back to life), Thomas would 

not believe that the Lord Himself arose from the dead and was 

alive. 

“Oh sure, Jesus did all those other things when He was 

alive, but now He’s dead, the dead can’t do anything. He 

couldn’t possibly do anything else.”  His unbelief was so strong 

that he refused to believe a week’s worth of eyewitness 

testimony, as the other disciples excitedly shared what they had 

seen and experienced with Thomas that entire next week, of how 

“We have seen the Lord”.  In fact, the more they spoke and 

presented the facts, the more stubborn he became.  By the end, 

Thomas finally and emphatically said: “I will not believe it!”.  

Dangerous, willful unbelief.  

 Thomas stands has a very clear reminder of own unbelieving 

sinful nature that remains with us in this fallen world, and 

thus the danger we all face and struggle with – the Old Adam we 

battle daily.  

 The Old Adam (with the encouragement of the devil) 

always seeks to trust in itself, always battles the new person 

in Christ within us, and always works to get us to reject the 

Word of God in unbelief. And this unbelief is a thief; a thief 

that robs us of assurance and peace that is to be ours as 

Christians, and instead puts doubts and fears in us.  If allowed 

to grow, unbelief not only can rob us of the promises of Christ 

and the joy of our relationship with Christ, but ultimately it 

can completely rob us of our faith in Christ’s work of grace and 

lead us to eternal condemnation.  Thomas clearly reminds us of 

this danger we face. 

But this morning, let us instead focus more on how our Lord 

helps His children even in their unbelief, and be comforted.   

 First, we note that Jesus (again) does not wait for His 

disciples to go after Him (and meet Him in Galilee as He had 

instructed them to do through the women…), but He goes after 

them through locked doors, greets them, comforts and strengthens 

them in the faith of His resurrection.  Both times that He 

appears to His disciples, He does so in a kind and loving way.   

He does not reproach them for their unbelief, sin or 

weakness, but comforts, strengthens and lifts them up.  He gives 
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them the Peace that only He can give (from the Father), the 

forgiveness of all their sins including their present doubts and 

weaknesses; He shows them his hands and side so that they would 

be certain of His resurrection and their forgiveness, and would 

be comforted against all sense of His being lost to them, their 

sorrow, fear, and terror. 

Here Jesus shows us His heart, Who He is – the kindness and 

comfort that He would give to all of us in our times of trouble 

and fears.  He is not one who comes to condemn us (your sin was 

condemned on the Cross), but to tenderly comfort and strengthen 

us, His sheep. 

This is to encourage us, for as St. Peter reminds us: “Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.”   The devil is constantly assaulting you 

(working to get you to doubt God’s Word and promises), but you 

are to take heart in the knowledge that you are not alone in 

this struggle, but that your loving, living Shepherd is not 

going to desert you, but comes to you and will help you.  (And 

even when you fail in your struggles against the devil and your 

flesh, take heart knowing that He has already paid for those 

sins as well, and take heart in the loving character of your 

Lord demonstrated in this text, that He comes and lovingly gives 

you His peace/forgiveness!) 

 

 Secondly, we are encouraged as we see how Christ bears the 

insolence and unreasonableness of Thomas and does not reject him 

for it.  Jesus comes a week after Easter when Thomas is gathered 

with the disciples and shows him the very scars which he desired 

to see and lets him put his finger and hand into his scars and 

side so that he would come out of unbelief into belief and out 

of gross ignorance to a certain, clear knowledge and light.   

 This is written for our sakes, that we may learn how Christ 

loves us, and how amiably, brotherly, gently and mildly He deals 

with us His sheep (even when we struggle with doubts and sinful 

rebellion and unbelief).   

Not so for the lost.  With the godless and unbelievers who 

persistently reject Him Jesus will be stern and severe as will 

be seen on the last day when the time of grace is over and He 

pronounces judgment and punishes eternally those who despise 

Him.  Let us never forget that He is Just and will ultimately 

cast out all who reject Him and His work of forgiveness.  They 

will find themselves back under the wrath and judgment of Holy 

God, having rejected the only work of grace and forgiveness. And 

more so, let us always remember that He is a tender and caring 

Shepherd Who does not desire to reject or destroy the weak in 

faith, but bears patiently with their weakness, not overwhelming 

them in sternness, but handling them gently and lovingly.   
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 Christ does not abandon this weak Thomas, but comes to him 

and helps him to (greater) faith – showing this kindness to 

Thomas as a lesson to all the weak and struggling.   

My Family in Christ, be comforted in this text, not only 

with Thomas but the other disciples as well, what a very 

gracious Lord we have in Christ, who treats us neither sternly 

nor harshly, but seeks us out and comforts us as sheep gone 

astray.  He does not say to the disciples, You have forsaken me, 

you were offended in me, you ran from me, and denied me, so now 

I do not want you anymore; but he bears with long-suffering 

their weakness and does not make them suffer for the fact that 

they sinned so grossly against him and continue to sin.   It is 

no small thing that they not only fell away from him before his 

sufferings, but now also after his resurrection are cowering 

behind locked doors so unbelieving.  This was written for our 

benefit and comfort, and to instruct us that, our victorious 

Lord is still the loving shepherd who tends to His sheep. 

This is the God who keeps coming to us behind locked doors 

if you will, the locked doors of our own unbelief and doubts.  

It is He who has promised and does really come here to us in 

this very sanctuary through His powerful Gospel, Word and 

sacraments and strengthens and reassures us of His victorious 

resurrection.  It is He who speaks “Peace be with you” in the 

words of absolution.  It is He who speaks His faith 

strengthening Word “Be not unbelieving but believing” through 

the Liturgy, hymns and readings.  It is He who comes to you and 

says “Take, eat this is my body given for you.  Take, drink, 

this is by blood of the New Testament shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins”.  It is the uncontainable God of the universe Who 

comes here to you each week to strengthen your weak knees and 

doubting spirits, Who comes here to reassure you that He indeed 

is Risen, and that therefore you have LIFE.  True Life by a new 

relationship with Holy God your Creator and only source of life. 

 He is so concerned and in love with you, to come here 

despite your weak flesh and its unbelief, in order to create and 

strengthen faith in your weak heart and bring you from unbelief 

to belief, trusting in His Word.  Oh the comfort He gives as we 

really begin to focus and understand what it means that God the 

Son is ALIVE and here with us, in our daily lives and struggles, 

no matter what we face.  He continues to come so that we may no 

longer be unbelieving, but believing, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.  

Amen 


