
The Church’s Changing Song 

 Whenever God is present with His people, pouring out His 

grace and love, it is a time for singing.  Throughout its 

history, the Church has sung in response to God coming to His 

people and feeding them His grace through His Word and 

Sacrament.  They had good models of such singing. 

 The holy angels, God’s messengers who always behold His 

face and marvel at the miracle of our salvation would break out 

in song on the day He kept The Promise and the most incredible 

miracle of God the Son, The Seed of the woman by the Holy Spirit 

was born!  God entering into His creation as part of creation to 

redeem/heal creation! What joy and proper time for song!   

 And how appropriate it was that in the City of David, 

Bethlehem (which means “House of Bread”), the Bread of Life and 

Son of David, the Descendant who would sit on the "Throne of 

David" forever, that is, the One who would rule the People of 

God forever and ever on His throne of Grace, the Messiah had now 

finally been born!  Mankind's eternal salvation was finally 

about to be accomplished, that which all the people of God had 

been looking forward to since the fall! 

 This was indeed the very best news that God could have ever 

delivered through His angel to the shepherds. Truly worthy of 

song!  So they would be able to go and find this savior, the 

angel went on to give them a sign to look for: (Luke 2:12)  And this shall 

be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.    
Now that may have been somewhat of a confusing sign to recognize 

this Promised Savior.  This Savior was Christ the Lord--God 

Almighty made flesh. God in diapers! The King of Kings, the Lord 

of Lords.  A birth of such nobility, one would expect to look in 

the richest palace, in a jeweled crib with attendants, glory and 

honor, trumpet blasts and angelic armies gleaming throughout the 

countryside.  But no, they were told to look for the Savior of 

man, their Creator made flesh in a stable, lying in an animal 

feeding trough. 

 But such was the case, and was also fitting, as the Son of 

God did not come for glory and honor, but came to be like us, 

came in lowliness, not using His full divine glory and power so 

that He could be our substitute.  The One who fulfill God's Law 

for us, endure and overcome all of the temptations we face 

without sinning, and of course dying in our place to satisfy the 

Justice of God due to our sin, and pay for our salvation.  This 

lowly nursery for the Savior just marked the beginning of His 

humble, servant journey.  So Great the Babe, so lowly the 

condition! 

 After some searching, the shepherds found exactly what the 

angel said they would: The Babe, wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

and lying in a wooden manger/feeding trough.  And again what an 



incredible picture and impact that must have been -- to see the 

Creator of all who sustains all being sustained by His creation, 

Mary, and to realize that this little boy lying on the wood of 

the manger would one day be lying on wood again, the wood of the 

cross!  That the Chief Shepherd would not rescue The Lamb of 

God, but would sacrifice Him to save His lost Sheep.  That was 

why Jesus came.  Jesus' conception by the Spirit and His birth 

from the Virgin Mary established Him as the universal Mediator 

between God and man, between heaven and earth, bridging in His 

person what originally belonged together, but was disrupted by 

sin.  Our sin.  It was each of our own sinful lives that He came 

to be born, to become lowly, to suffer and die in our place so 

we would not have to, so that the sin which separates us from 

God our Creator and only source of LIFE could be removed, and we 

could once again be reunited in a life-giving relationship with 

our Creator--the only source for contentment and life, what we 

were created to be filled with. 

 That is what the angels sang about to the shepherds and 

what we join them in singing with the Gloria in Excelsis:  

Luke 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
Indeed glory to God in the highest as God has given True peace 

through Christ to all mankind--peace between the enemies God and 

man, because The Son became like us so that we could be like 

Him, came to remove the stain of guilt and sin from our lives by 

His blood so that we might be covered in His righteousness and 

purity and have New True Life and fulfillment with Him.  Truly 

worthy of song!   

 Though we are in the days of Advent, days of anticipation 

of our Lord’s coming to us and are singing a different song, the 

song of anticipation, Oh Come Oh Come Emmanuel, we look forward 

to the day when we again can join with the angels and sing 

“Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth!”   

Pastor 


