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My family in Christ, 

 

The elders and I have been wrestling the last few days over the question of what to do in 

light of the most recent CDC, federal and local recommendations for trying to limit the 

spread of the coronavirus.   I have also been in discussions with several pastors as well as 

receiving guidance from the District.   

 

Our struggle has been in trying to balance the faithful proclamation of God’s Word, the 

care of His sheep and the welfare of our members and our neighbors.  As we have been 

prayerfully seeking what best to do with regard to worship services, Bible studies and 

other gatherings at the church, the question was answered for me in an unexpected way.  

Last night I learned that my family has been possibly exposed to the Coronavirus, so we 

will be quarantining ourselves the next couple of weeks.  I believe that the risk of actual 

infection is extremely low, but I am not going to risk exposing anyone else no matter how 

low a chance that may be. 

 

We are doing quite well ourselves so no worries there.  I am thankful that we had already 

been taking precautions at church last week and feel that our members who attended 

services should feel as secure in their risk of exposure as in any other public place of late.   

 

With this, and out of love for our members and our neighbors we will be suspending 

all activities at the church through April 2nd.  This will include all Bible studies, 

worship services, confirmation classes and meetings.  

 

I will be working on providing for Sunday morning worship in an electronic format of 

some kind, as well as some Bible Studies and devotions that can be used during the week 

in your homes.  I will also list sister congregations that will be livestreaming their service 

as well.  The Word of God will be proclaimed, and I am thankful that we have some 

methods available today that makes that much easier to do for so many.    I will let you 

know the particulars in the next couple of days. And as usual, the sermon will also be 

available in written and audio form on the website (www.stjohnsfarley.com).   

 



The elders will be available for spiritual care as needed, as will one of our circuit pastors 

for help with emergency care. 

 

I would also remind our members that though many things are being interrupted, the bills 

we receive are usually quite regular.  I would encourage you to continue providing your 

gifts and offerings via mail until we once again get to gather together as our Lord would 

have us do. 

 

As I wrote to you last time, children of God, live like you are baptized!  You have already 

been killed and raised up unto eternal life in Christ and nothing in this world can take you 

out of His strong hands.  Comforted and strengthened by Christ Who lives in you, you 

will be able to be a source of comfort to those distressed around you.  As we are for a 

time unable to be together as a congregation in the sanctuary, we can still be checking on 

one another with a phone call or visit, and certainly praying for each other.  

 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. (John 

14:1) 

 

Pastor 


