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Matthew 10:32-33          Confirmation                 5-22-22 

Confessing the Baptismal Faith 

 

Mat 10:32-33  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 

him will I confess also before my Father which is in 

heaven.  (33)  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 

I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

 

 In just a few minutes you will hear Ellie and David go 

through the Rite of Confirmation and confess the faith into 

which they were baptized.  You will hear them speak important 

and serious vows. 

 I imagine that you already do this, but I do want you to 

pay special attention as those vows and statements are given, 

for they are the same ones that you, who have been confirmed 

into the Evangelical Lutheran Church, have said yourselves (or 

something very similar).  (Yes, it is a time of self-evaluation 

and confirmation for you as well)  

 You will hear asked: “Do you on this day in the presence of 

God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave 

you in your Baptism?”  And what gifts those were!  Being 

connected to Christ’s death and resurrection in that sacrament, 

the Old Adam/sinful flesh killed and buried with Christ, its 

selfish/self-centered focus drowned, and instead you had a whole 

new spiritually alive person in Christ raised up within you.  

You were covered with Christ’ Righteousness and literally made 

alive eternally in Him.  Forgiven your sinful guilt, the devil 

can accuse you no more and has no more power over.  You were 

freed from slavery to sin (and its mastery over you, you can 

actually resist temptation and show love for God and neighbor 

instead); and freed from the sting of death.  So yes, you 

received a few gifts from God in your baptism, and in 

confirmation you acknowledge that.   

 Next you will hear asked: “Do you renounce the devil?” “Do 

you renounce all his works?”  “Do you renounce all his ways?”  

To which affirmative answers will be given!  For the devil is 

the enemy of God and all that He has made, especially His reborn 

children – us.  And what are the devil’s works and his ways but 

to always oppose the Word and will of God, to always seek the 

destruction of the loving works of God.  Sadly, with our 

inherited sinful natures, we find ourselves born into this world 

as brothers and sisters to satan – in league with him, having a 

fallen and corrupt nature within us that also opposes God and 

His will; a nature that is selfish and self-centered, idolatrous 

and always seeking to be its own god, like satan does.  The new 

person in Christ then, remade in the image of God (and 
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strengthen by His grace) will of course always renounce and 

oppose such efforts and schemes.   

 “Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?  Do you 

believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?  Do you believe 

in the Holy Spirit?”  Those are answered with the words (and 

confession) of the Apostle’s Creed – The great Baptismal Creed 

which the church has used from the beginning in its catechesis 

and basic confession of the Faith into which we are baptized.  

It is the confession of belief and trust in The One True Living 

God, Who has revealed Himself to us as the Holy Trinity, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, and what each of the Persons of the Godhead 

do for us – creating/preserving, redeeming/saving, and 

enlivening/sanctifying and sustaining us now and unto the Last 

Day and into the New Creation. 

 Then comes: Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic 

Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?  This is critical, 

for the Bible IS the Word of God (not merely contains, but IS 

the Word of God) and it is to be treated as such – held to and 

cherished, read, studied, meditated upon, memorized, followed.  

It is that which are made to feast upon – but which your sinful 

nature despises and the devil wants to rob you of.  So you have 

to discipline yourself to spend regular, quality time in that 

Word, prayerfully considering it and allowing the Holy Spirit to 

instruct you and strengthen your faith in Christ through that 

Word. 

 And as the Bible IS the Word of God, we confess and hold 

that it is the Truth, not one choice of many possible truths, 

but THE truth that alone shines the light of wisdom against the 

darkness of increasing foolishness and deceit of this fallen 

world and the lies of the devil. 

Next: 

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from 

the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?  Here you are 

reminded and confess that you must be in a church that is 

faithful to the proclaiming and following of the pure Word of 

God, and you must be faithful in attending such a church.  

There are churches that have given into the world’s demands, who 

have diluted the Word of God to conform itself more and more to 

the beliefs and practices of the world/culture (in the name of 

outreach or love, but in truth is the most unloving thing that 

we can do!)  By continuing to study the catechism, and the Book 

of Concord, it will help guard you against those who would twist 

the Word of God, or insert the teachings of men, and help you 

hold to and confess the teaching and doctrine of Christ. 

 Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the 

Lord’s Supper faithfully?  We might as well just ask: do you 
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intend to eat and live and grow, for that is what you need to do 

spiritually, be in that Word and Sacrament in order to be fed 

and kept in One True Faith in Christ.  Truly by the grace of God 

you will regularly and faithfully attend that faithful church 

and hear that Word, take it to heart, live it; and feast upon 

the Body and Blood of Christ given in, with, and under the Bread 

and Wine of His Supper that you may receive further comfort and 

strength to better endure the battels and struggles against your 

enemies of satan, your sinful flesh and this world. 

Finally: 

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in 

faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, even to death? 

And: 

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and 

Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from 

it?   

 Those are strong words, promises, vows to make! To vow to 

be Faithful unto death!  Why are they made?  Because your very 

eternal Life is at stake, for those vows are about keeping faith 

in the only way to salvation, the Person and work of Christ.   

 As already mentioned, and as you are well aware, you face 

many attacks, certainly from your own sinful nature and of 

course satan (which want you to deny Christ), but increasingly 

so from the world.  The open hostility of the world toward the 

faithful Christian Church is growing, and the anti-Christian 

forces at work in our society have a very loud megaphone.  

Social media (really, anti-social media) platforms, as well as 

even more traditional media outlets are increasing in their 

animosity and attacks upon the Christian Faith.  Biblical views 

of marriage and chastity, of creation, of being created male and 

female, etc., are ridiculed and attacked more and more 

frequently.   

 The world takes great offense at sin being called sin (that 

their appetites and desires should be questioned or warned 

against is offensive to them - They do not like the light of His 

Word to shine upon them and expose them in their shameful 

behavior and practices – and especially their sin and need for 

salvation).   

  And they take even greater offense in Jesus’ exclusiveness 

– when He proclaims that He is the way, the Truth and The Life, 

the only way back to Heaven, that no one comes to the Father 

(and salvation) except through Him, and we proclaim that truth, 

they are offended. So they attack. 

 It’s not fun to be attacked, ridiculed, insulted, pressured 

to conform.  Coupled with our sinful flesh and the efforts of 

satan there is a danger that we can give in (to such pressures) 
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and deny our Lord.  Our Lord Jesus warns us: Mar 8:38  For 

whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Not good! And as we heard from our text: (33)  But whosoever 

shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 

which is in heaven.  (Which is eternally tragic.) 

 And left to our own strength and abilities, we would not be 

able to keep our vow to remain true to God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, even to death or to continue steadfast in this 

confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it.   

But by the grace of our Living Lord Jesus Christ Who has 

overcome the world for us and crushed the head of satan and 

removed his power to accuse us of sin; and who has also 

crucified, killed and buried our old Adam, and Who has also 

forgiven all our sins including times of weakness and failures, 

He is able to keep us trusting in Him and faithful in our words 

and deeds.   

With our eyes fixed on Christ by His grace, He enables us 

to make the good confession before men and this world, thus He 

will confess us before His Father in heaven. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


