
 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE PROGRAM.   

WE ARE SO GLAD THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO MAKE IT THIS EVENING AND  

LISTEN TO THE MESSAGE THAT IS SO IMPORTANT TO ALL OF US. 

 

PASTOR GREGG REISER 

ORGANIST CINDY BOND 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR KIRSTEN HORSFALL 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th, 2021 



Instrumentalists begin at 6:45pm 

 

“Symbols of Salvation” 
A Children’s Christmas Service for All Ages 

 
Processional Hymn:  
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               LSB 379:1–3 
 
Congregation: 
 O come, all ye faithful, 
 Joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold Him 
 Born the king of angels: 
 
 Refrain 
 O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, 
   Christ the Lord! 
 
 Highest, most holy, 
 Light of Light eternal, 
 Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 Now in flesh appearing!  
 Refrain 
 
 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 Sing in exultation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 In the highest. 
 Refrain 
 



Responsive Reading – David 
 

Leader: A Christmas tree and Christmas lights, 
People: Beautiful symbols that point us to Jesus. 

Leader: The lowly manger in Bethlehem town, 
People: A humble symbol that points us to Jesus. 

Leader: The angels and the bright star shining, 
People: Powerful symbols that point us to Jesus. 

Leader: As we gather in Your name, O Lord, to worship You, 
People: Show us Jesus with Your symbols of salvation. Amen. 
 
Congregation Hymn:  
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”        LSB 384:1, 3 
 
  Of the Father’s love begotten 
  Ere the worlds began to be, 
  He is Alpha and Omega, 
  He the source, the ending He, 
  Of the things that are, that have been, 
  And that future years shall see 
  Evermore and evermore. 
 
  This is He whom seers in old time 
  Chanted of with one accord, 
  Whom the voices of the prophets 
  Promised in their faithful word. 
  Now He shines, the long-expected; 
  Let creation praise its Lord 
  Evermore and evermore. 
 

The Christmas Tree 

 
Gavin:    Not only is the Christmas tree more than just a pretty decoration, but it is also a symbol that 

tells God’s story of salvation. Many years ago, two trees were sometimes placed in the church at 
Christmastime. The first tree reminds us of our sins, for it was through a tree in the Garden of 
Eden that sin came into the world. God said to Adam and Eve, “You may surely eat of every tree 
of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die”  

But Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit of that tree. The red ornaments on the 
tree remind us of that fruit and the first sin. Since Adam and Eve brought sin into the world, 
everyone is born a sinner and is condemned to death. The apostle Paul writes in the Book of 
Romans: “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned”  

 
Delanee:  The base of the tree is draped in red to remind us that our sins are like scarlet and red as 

crimson (Isaiah 1:18). There are no lights, because this tree symbolizes the dark night of sin. But 
Jesus came and took away the dark night of sin! “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 
tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed” 
(1 Peter 2:24). 

The evergreen tree reminds us of the tree that Jesus died on, because the tip of each branch 
is in the shape of a cross.  Christmas trees are green all year round, which reminds us of the 



eternal life we will have with Jesus one day. Even the shape of evergreen trees reminds us of 
Jesus. They point straight up to heaven! The Christmas tree is a symbol of salvation! 

 
 
Children’s Hymn:  
    “God Loves Me Dearly” LSB 392:1, 3 
 

God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 
 

Refrain: 
Therefore I’ll say again: 
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 
 
He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free.  
Refrain 

 
The Lights 

Recitation - Mark 
Sometimes, sin is like the night: 
Dark and even lonely. 
But our Savior is the light: 
We can trust Him only. 
Thank You, Jesus; light the way; 
You take all our fear away. 

 
Congregation:  
 “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”           LSB 386:1, 4 
 

Now sing we, now rejoice, 
Now raise to heav’n our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth 
Poor in a manger lies; 
Not so brightly beameth 
The sun in yonder skies. 
Thou my Savior art! 
Thou my Savior art! 



 Oh, where shall joy be found? 
 Where but on heav’nly ground? 
 Where the angels singing 
 With all His saints unite, 
 Sweetest praises bringing 
 In heav’nly joy and light. 
 Oh, that we were there! 
 Oh, that we were there! 
 

 
Kendall:   We put lights on a cake when it’s someone’s birthday. The lights on the Christmas tree tell us 

it’s Jesus’ birthday! The prophet Isaiah foretold the Light that would come into the world to dispel 
the darkness: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light shone” (Isaiah 9:2). Again, Isaiah said, “Arise, shine, 
for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and His glory 
will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising” (Isaiah 60:1–3) 

King David proclaimed, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD 
is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1). Jesus said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 
8:12). Jesus shows us the way to heaven. Jesus is the way to heaven! Lights at Christmastime 
are a symbol of salvation! 

 
Children’s Hymn:  
    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”             LSB 361:1 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

The Manger 
Recitation - Mark 

In a manger, Jesus lay, 
Born to be a blessing! 
What did all those shepherds say, 
Joyfully confessing? 
Thank You, Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Sleeping where the cattle nod. 

 



Congregation:  
 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”               LSB 393:1-2 
 
 Infant holy, 
   Infant lowly, 
 For His bed a cattle stall; 
   Oxen lowing, 
   Little knowing 
 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
   Swiftly winging, 
   Angels singing, 
   Bells are ringing, 
   Tidings bringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 
 Flocks were sleeping, 
     Shepherds keeping 
  Vigil till the morning new 
     Saw the glory, 
     Heard the story, 
  Tidings of a Gospel true. 
     Thus rejoicing, 
     Free from sorrow, 
     Praises voicing, 
     Greet the morrow: 
  Christ the child was born for you! 
  Christ the child was born for you! 
 
Alex:     It is said that St. Francis of Assisi set up the first live nativity scene, complete with a manger, hay, 

and live animals. He wanted people to focus on the birth of Jesus rather than on materialism and 
gift-giving. The nativity scene, or crèche, reminds us how the Son of God came into the world as a 
baby to be our Savior. Jesus left heaven and became poor so that one day we could go to heaven 
and share in its riches. 
   “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He 
became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). The crèche 
reminds us that Jesus came to be Savior of all people. Jesus humbled Himself to be born a little 
human baby who was laid in a manger for a bed. Jesus is not only true man but also true God, and 
He is the King of kings! The manger is a symbol of salvation! 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:1–7). 
 



Children’s Hymn:  
   “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”              LSB 374:1 
 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
 There He lay, the Undefiled, 
 To the world a stranger. 
 Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
 Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 
 

The Angel 
Recitation - Logan  

Gloria! The angels sang, 
Shining with God’s glory. 
All the skies with music rang 
As they told their story. 
Thank You, Jesus, God on high, 
Sent for us to live and die. 

 
Children & Congregational Hymn: 
 “Angels We Have Heard on High”        LSB 368:1-3 
 
  Angels we have heard on high, 
   Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
  And the mountains in reply, 
   Echoing their joyous strains. 
 
  Refrain 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
   Why your joyous strains prolong? 
  What the gladsome tidings be 
   Which inspire your heav’nly song?  
  Refrain 
 
  Come to Bethlehem and see 
   Him whose birth the angels sing; 
  Come, adore on bended knee 
   Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  
  Refrain 
 
Kyle:     We often hear of angels bringing a special message from God. But never did an angel have such 

a glorious message as on the first Christmas Eve. The angels’ song announced the birth of Jesus, 
our salvation! “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 



wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom He is pleased!’ ” (Luke 2:8–14). 
   “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:15–20). 
 

Children’s Hymn:  
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                 LSB 374:2 

 
 Angels sang about His birth, 
    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
 Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
 Glory all around Him. 
 Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
    Heard the angels singing; 
 All the plains were lit that night, 
    All the hills were ringing. 

The Star 
Recitation - Logan  

In the skies, a Christmas star 
Shone for all creation. 
All could see it from afar: 
Christ came for each nation! 
Thank You, Jesus, for Your love; 
Bring us all to You above 

 
Congregation:  
 “As with Gladness Men of Old”    LSB 397:1–2, 4 
 
  As with gladness men of old 
   Did the guiding star behold; 
  As with joy they hailed its light, 
   Leading onward, beaming bright; 
  So, most gracious Lord, may we 
   Evermore be led by Thee. 
 
  As with joyful steps they sped, 
   Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
  There to bend the knee before 
   Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 
  So may we with willing feet 
   Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
   
   



Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 
   Keep us in the narrow way; 
  And when earthly things are past, 
   Bring our ransomed souls at last 
  Where they need no star to guide, 
   Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

 
Cale:     The Creator of the stars was born that night in Bethlehem. It is fitting that a great star shone in 

the heavens to point the way to the Savior. Stars remind us of the great power and majesty of our 
God. Stars beckon us to look beyond ourselves to the One who came to give us life. The Christmas 
star led the way to Jesus, our salvation! 
   That special star guided the Wise Men from the East to the place where Jesus was born. 
Matthew writes, “The star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 
the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh” (Matthew 2:9–11). 

 
Children’s Hymn:  
   “Joy To The World”                        LSB 387 
 
  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
  Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
  While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
   Repeat the sounding joy, 
   Repeat the sounding joy, 
   Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
  No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
  He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
  He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
  The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 



Responsive Reading - DAVID 
Leader: Let us now go in peace, Lord, 

People: Your promise has been fulfilled. 
Leader: Our eyes have seen Your salvation, 

People: Which You have prepared for all people. 
Leader: A light to reveal You to the nations, 

People: And the glory of Your people. 
 
Pastor: We pray: 
All: Father in heaven, thank You for sending Your Son for our salvation. Give us eyes to see the 

symbols of Christmas that point us to the Savior. Fill us with Your Spirit, so that we may 
joyfully proclaim the Good News of Jesus’ birth to all those around us. In His name, we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction 
Pastor: Joy to the world, the Savior has come! May the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be 

with you today and every day. Amen. 
 
Candles will be passed out to the entire congregation and lit as we sing the last hymn “Silent 
Night”. 
 
Congregation and Children: 
“SILENT NIGHT“                           LSB 363:1-3 
 

Silent night, Holy night, 
All is calm, All is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, Holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ the Savior, is born! 
Christ the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, Holy night, 
Son of God, Love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
Postlude 

THANK YOU to all who assisted with this year’s program!! 

ORANGES are compliments of The Sandy Kisker Family.   We thank them for carrying on this 

Christmas Eve tradition!! 

TREAT BAGS are available for all children at the back of the church. 


