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Luke 2:1-20              Christmas c                  12-25-21 

   The Reason for the Season - You 

 

“The Reason for the Season”: The phrase has been around for 

a while and can still be heard, and it has more than a few 

really.  Most folks use it as an admonishment against the 

commercialization of Christmas (very understandable). It is a 

reaction against the ever-increasing number of shopping days for 

Christmas; the displays that go up in stores earlier and 

earlier; The growing amount of debt people build up buying 

gifts; the increasing stress people feel in trying [to meet the 

demands of a “traditional” Christmas {holiday season}].  

Those who want to point out “The Reason for the Season” 

want folks to abandon such lowly and base appetites and reasons 

for the holiday, and instead encourage loftier purposes for the 

season: to promote a spirit of generosity – that Christmas is 

about a spirit of giving and kindness.  It is a time when we are 

to count our blessings and help try to meet the needs of those 

in want. It is time to show love and compassion. Certainly those 

are noble thoughts.  We are to always be generous and loving, 

using the gifts God gives us to the welfare of our neighbor, but 

have nothing to do with Christmas. 

 Now, there are others, quite a few less than the first 

group, that proclaim the “Reason for the Season” is of course 

Jesus.  Absolutely correct.  Christmas, despite the efforts of 

the pagan world around us, is not just a Happy Holiday, but the 

celebration of God’s faithfulness to His Promise to send a 

savior into our very flesh in order to rescue us from the curse 

of sin and death.  Christmas is about the birth of God the Son, 

God becoming man in order to restore man back unto a 

relationship with God.  

 All of the gift giving is supposed to be a reminder and 

celebration of God’s gift to us – the giving of His Son Jesus.  

That is the Reason for the Season. 

 Yet there is another “Reason for the Season” – you!  You 

are the reason for the season.  You are the reason that God was 

incarnate and born of the virgin Mary.  You, me, all of sinful 

and fallen mankind – all of us who by nature can do nothing but 

despise God and His Word are the reason Christ was born for us.  

 Though we have great joy in the birth of our Lord, the joy 

must come from the sense of relief of the condemned getting a 

stay of execution.  God’s Word is clear, under God’s Law we are 

condemned sinners, period.  

It is your spiritual death you are born with that prompted 

Christ's birth and death. "He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him.... [He] sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins" (1 John 4:9,10).  
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It is our bondage to the devil that is the reason Christ 

came. "The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

devil's work" (1 John 3:8).  

Our self-centered, self-reliant Old Adam that remains with 

us every day in this fallen and cursed world is the reason for 

the season, the reason Jesus was born, to be nailed to a cross, 

to die. 

 As we join along with the world in celebrating this 

wondrous time, God help us to remember that we are the Reason 

for His coming to us in our flesh, suffering and dying for us.  

And mindful of that reason, our sinfulness, we repent.  We 

whole-heartedly join in the confession of our sin, confess that 

we are poor miserable sinners and completely unable to help 

ourselves. And, we whole-heartedly cling to Jesus and His 

blessed work on the cross for us and know by His work alone are 

we saved.  By His grace and favor we are declared clean – our 

sinful guilt removed as far as the East is from the West and we 

are given life eternal in Christ.  That is the Reason for the 

Season. 

 

 Perhaps some of the world’s confusion about Christmas (and 

the Reason for the Season) (and their desire to “spice it up”) 

is the humble lowliness of Christmas (The true Christmas).  

 God announces the Good News, not to kings or high priests, 

but to simple shepherds guarding the Temple flocks in the fields 

– (To them) He announces the birth of the Messiah (The Lamb of 

God), the Promise kept and salvation at hand!   

 Luke 2:10-12 KJV  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 

for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 

be to all people.  (11)  For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  (12)  And 

this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.      

 God’s greatest promise kept!  Man’s salvation is finally at 

hand – and where is it found and what does it look like?  Not in 

a palace with a glimmering and awesome countenance (as one might 

expect with God coming to earth), but a newborn baby, wrapped in 

strips of cloth, lying in an animal feeding trough for a crib.   

 There is salvation – but it is very lowly and humble 

looking. The shepherds would have been taught by the Pharisees 

and other instructors that the Messiah would let Himself be seen 

with outward pomp and glory, but they are told of and see 

diapers and a makeshift crib.  You would think the shepherds 

would have been very confused or doubtful.  Yet we are told that 

they excitedly ran to see this Promise kept, and rejoiced in 

telling others what they had heard from the angel and seen with 

their own eyes.  Such is the gift of faith God works in the 
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hearts of His children – to see God behind the veil of lowliness 

and means.   

 God has spoken of hidden wonders to us as well.  What can 

be more simple and humble than the water of Baptism, or the 

bread and wine in the Supper?  And yet, through those lowly 

visible elements/signs God creates and sustains faith in our 

hearts and gives us the greatest of all gifts (Christ Himself 

and our salvation!).  (For it is in the blessed flood of baptism 

that we are joined to Christ’s birth, life, death, burial and 

resurrection; and in the Bread and Wine of Communion we receive 

none other than that same Body born of Mary, wrapped not in 

cloths but bread and wine and receive the very grace of God in 

Christ for our forgiveness and salvation. But to those looking 

on from the outside, without faith, it looks like a strange and 

very humble meal.  A little bread and wine. And in baptism, a 

little water and a few words spoken – not much to see, but 

absolute miracles taking place!) 

 And just as the little Child lying in the manger and 

wrapped in swaddling clothes was met by the shepherds, so He 

still has a crib and swaddling clothes in which we meet Him.   

 The manger is the Christian Church, which feeds us God’s 

Word; in that very same Word is Christ, in that very same Word 

alone is salvation.  To the world, this church is not glorious 

or mighty looking, but humble and lowly. Not a palace, but a 

stable, but it is in this lowly looking place where God has 

chosen to be found – where His Word is proclaimed and Sacraments 

offered. 

 Christ’s swaddling clothes are the Holy Scriptures, which 

are the spoken and paper swaddling clothes in which He has 

wrapped Himself (where He may be found).  For the entire 

Scripture proclaims and points to Christ and His Cross. John 

5:39 ESV  “You search the Scriptures because you think that in 

them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 

about me,”      

Perhaps it is this lowly and humble wrappings of Word and 

Sacrament that adds to this world’s despising of the Reason for 

the Season and feels compelled to add all of their pomp and 

glory to it. God help us to always see these swaddling clothes 

of Christ as they really are – His Means of Grace where He alone 

is found. 

 Children of God, you are the Reason for the Season.  Your 

sin and my sin are the reason for Christ’s incarnation, birth, 

suffering, dying and rising for us.  But also know that you are 

the reason for the season because you are loved by your God!  He 

so loves you that He willingly gave His only Begotten Son to 

take your place under His wrath and justice.  He so loves you 

that He reaches down through the friendly and lowly wrappings of 
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Word and Sacrament to gently create faith in your heart to trust 

in His Son’s blessed work for you. 

 Mindful of that love and true gift, you are able to rejoice 

with the angels and the shepherds that you are the Reason for 

the Season.   

Amen 

 

 

 


