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Luke 2:22-40            Christmas 1 c          12-26-21 

Exodus 13   

What incredible, and terrible events it takes to save the 

children of God from slavery and death. 

 

What incredible, and terrible events it takes to save the 

children of God from slavery and death. 

We know of the plagues that God unleashed upon Egypt to 

accomplish Israel’s freedom and salvation.  The worst by far was 

the last – the death of all the firstborn throughout Egypt. 

There was not a household untouched by death except the 

believing households of the children of Israel who were spared 

such judgment and death, for the Lord had provided for their 

escape/salvation. Through Moses, God instructed His people to 

paint the doorframes of their homes with the blood of 

unblemished male lambs – to show that a life had already been 

given as a substitute for their firstborn.  The angel of death 

would see the blood on their home and death would Passover their 

house that night. 

What incredible, and terrible events it takes to save the 

children of God from slavery and death. 

 In commemoration of that incredible salvation and 

subsequent deliverance from slavery in Egypt, our OT lesson 

records God’s command to consecrate the firstborn males of 

Israel, sons and livestock unto the Lord, for they had been 

redeemed, purchased by God through the sacrificial lambs.  Their 

lives were to belong to Him.  The males would be consecrated, 

dedicated for service unto the Lord, the animals as the 

sacrifices in that service.  Eventually, God would have the 

Levites take the place of these firstborn sons for the actual 

service of God in the Temple.  But the practice of consecration 

of the firstborn males would continue (by bringing them to the 

Temple and giving an offering unto the Lord). 

So was the setting for our Gospel lesson.  On the fortieth 

day after giving birth to her firstborn son, the Virgin Mary and 

Joseph her husband brought Jesus to the Temple (first to give 

the offerings of purification for Mary, and) for consecration of 

Jesus unto the Lord.   

 How awesome was that!?! The First and only Born of God, the 

eternally begotten Son, was now being presented to the Lord at 

His own Temple (the place where for centuries He had received 

the sacrifices, offerings and prayers of His people), was now 

being presented in His own Temple as THE Lamb of God, the One 

whose blood would buy the redemption and life of not just the 

firstborn of Israel, but all of mankind!  What incredible, and 

terrible events it takes to save the children of God from 

slavery and death. 
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But now while they were there at the Temple, another man 

was there at the same time by the Providence of God – a 

righteous man named Simeon.  He was a true spiritual child of 

Abraham, a true believer, one who was daily looking forward to 

the coming of the Messiah, the coming of the God/Man who would 

“comfort Israel” - comfort the true children of God from the 

burden and pain of their sinful guilt. 

 And the Lord had further blessed Simeon, making him strong 

in the Holy Spirit, Who revealed to him that he would not die 

before he literally saw his savior before his very eyes!  What 

an incredible reward for such a faithful child of God!  To 

actually get to behold physically his salvation and hope and 

life!  And now, with the Holy child in the Temple, the Holy 

Spirit moved Simeon to also go there, and having been gifted by 

the Spirit to be able to recognize His Savior, the promise of 

God was kept, and his lifelong hope realized as he got to see 

His Lord and Savior with his very eyes.   

 Now we don’t know how Simeon imagined this encounter would 

be like after God gave him this promise, but it probably wasn’t 

like this! This Messiah wasn’t garbed in splendor, didn’t have 

light shining around him, no halos, he didn’t look all mighty, 

glorious and powerful.  He wasn’t even a man yet, but just a 

little infant boy!  He didn’t look much like a Messiah, 

certainly not like God in the flesh, but with incredible eyes of 

faith, Simeon was able to see Immanuel - God Incarnate, God made 

flesh, His Savior.  Even more so, what an incredible moment when 

he took God his Creator, now in the body of this infant boy into 

His arms, and there, realized that He was literally holding in 

his hands his salvation, his Lord, his God and creator.  The One 

who had supported everything of his life, was now being 

supported in his own hands - absolutely an indescribable moment!  

And with his salvation literally in his hands, Simeon praised 

God saying the Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 ESV  "Lord, now you 

are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 

word;  (30)  for my eyes have seen your salvation  (31)  that 

you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  (32)  a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel." 

 Incredible.  The Lord of Life, his Creator right there in 

his hands!  And yet he also knew from the scriptures and the 

Spirit that this little child who was at the same time eternal 

God, was born to die.  That here at the Temple, the place of 

sacrifice (where he had seen countless lambs slaughtered over 

his lifetime), he recognizes The Passover Lamb, The One whose 

shed blood would redeem sinful man and enable death to Passover 

all who would trust in that blessed work.  Simeon thus forewarns 

Mary and maybe reminded her that this child she so nurtured and 
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cared for, as the Redeemer our substitute, was born to suffer 

and die in our place, and in so doing, as any caring mother 

would, as she watched her son suffer and die, she too would have 

a “sword pierce her soul as well”.  His Soul too would be 

pierced while suffering the fires/pains of hell with the wrath 

of God vented against Him with all of the guilt of mankind laid 

upon Him. 

What incredible, and terrible events it takes to save the 

children of God from slavery and death. 

 But the comfort for Simeon and for Mary, was that this 

sacrifice of the Son, would accomplish our salvation unlike all 

the other sacrifices offered at the Temple before, which were 

offered up time and time again (for they had no power in 

themselves to forgive sins) and which merely pointed ahead to 

this generation, when The Lamb of God would offer up the 

infinite Sacrifice of God’s Life Once and for all Time for all 

sin, period!  And what more, Mary’s and everyone’s comfort would 

also be in that death could not hold this Messiah, where all the 

other lambs were slaughtered and remained dead, The Lamb of God 

would rise victorious from the grave and accomplish our 

redemption by His resurrection!  Life and light would overcome 

death and darkness!  And by Jesus’ life, suffering, death and 

resurrection, we would be given the greatest gift of all – true 

life again with our Creator!   

 And be not mistaken.  This was a pure gift of God!  Simeon 

had done nothing to deserve such favor and salvation from God.  

You have done nothing to deserve such favor from God.  God does 

not look down upon you and see whether or not you have “done 

enough good things”, whether or not you have been “naughty or 

nice”, and thus deserving a good gift or an eternal curse of 

“stocking coal” to fuel the furnace of hell for you.  Rather, 

while you were still dead in your sins, completely unable to do 

anything that would “merit” His favor, and in fact were an enemy 

of God and deserving nothing but His wrath, God gave you the 

gift that keeps on giving.  He gave you His only Son’s life and 

righteousness to cover your death and shame with forgiveness and 

life eternal, now and forevermore.  Indeed, it was so much a 

gift that, like Simeon, God the Holy Spirit came to you in the 

gracious waters of your baptism and created the faith in your 

heart to trust and believe in Jesus and His work of salvation – 

a faith you never could have produced on your own. 

 And with that faith in Jesus, you were raised up from 

spiritual death unto true life with God again – the Blood of THE 

Passover Lamb, the Substitute’s Life covers you and death passes 

over you and can never truly touch or hold you.   

 Like Simeon of old, welcome to this “Temple of God”.  For 

here too, the Holy Spirit has led you to this dwelling place of 
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God where you come into direct contact with Immanuel, Christ 

Himself.  And like Simeon, you don’t see the Messiah clothed in 

glory and might, etc.  But like He always has, He comes to you 

hidden and lowly, under the means of water, bread, wine and 

Word, liturgy and hymnody.  But with eyes of faith the Spirit 

has created within you by the Word, you are able to praise God 

that you can depart in peace for you have seen, heard and tasted 

His salvation.   

  

 

 

 

 


