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Acts 1:1-11             Ascension Sunday c              6-2-19  

The Ascended Lord, Not the Absent Lord  

 

 40 days after His victorious resurrection from the dead, 40 

more days of being with His disciples, teaching them, eating 

with them, etc., Jesus ascended bodily in front of His 

disciples, disappearing behind the clouds, He took His seat at 

the right hand of God and finally was able to be rid of us – 

finally able to separate Himself from us…HARDLY!!!  The exact 

opposite is the case!  Jesus’ ascension is about Jesus being 

able to be more with you (that you don’t have to book a flight 

to Jerusalem and make an appointment with His secretary to see 

Him).  Yes, He has removed His visible presence from us for a 

time, but He only did so that He might more fully be us in this 

time of grace, this time before He returns in His full unveiled 

glory and might.   

For now, we still live with a sinful flesh in a fallen and 

cursed world that cannot bear His full unveiled holiness and 

glory; and so, He continues to be with us, but veiled, hidden 

behind Means of Grace.  But He is still here, fully, 

sacramentally, truly present where His Word is proclaimed and 

sacraments offered.  That is what His Ascension means.  That He 

is Lord over all! That Jesus, God the Son made flesh is now 

fully exercising the Divine power and glory He had from the very 

beginning (now in His human nature).  Jesus as God, is 

omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent.  Jesus as Man is also 

omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, for Jesus is God Incarnate, 

two natures in one person.   

 Our Confessions (Formula of Concord Solid Declaration VIII 

27-30) put it this way:  

27 Now He has ascended to heaven, not merely as any other saint, but as the apostle testifies 
[Ephesians 4:10], above all heavens. He also truly fills all things, being present everywhere, not only as 
God, but also as man. He rules from sea to sea and to the ends of the earth, as the prophets predict 
[Psalm 8:1, 6; 93:1–4; Zechariah 9:10] and the apostles testify [Mark 16:20]… As Dr. Luther explains, this 
happened according to the way things are done at God’s right hand [LW 37:55–58; 37:228]. “God’s right 
hand” is no set place in heaven, as the Sacramentarians assert without any ground in the Holy 
Scriptures. It is nothing other than God’s almighty power, which fills heaven and earth. Christ is 
installed according to His humanity (in deed and truth), without confusing or equalizing the two 
natures in their essence and essential properties. 29 By this communicated ‹divine› power, according 
to the words of His testament, He can be and is truly present with His body and blood in the Holy 
Supper. He has pointed this out for us by His Word. This is possible for no other man, because no man 
is united with the divine nature the way Jesus, the Son of Mary, is. No man is installed in such divine 
almighty majesty and power through and in the personal union of the two natures in Christ. 30 For in 
Him the divine and the human nature are personally united with each other. So in Christ “the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). In this personal union the two natures have such a 
grand, intimate, indescribable communion that even the angels are astonished by it. As St. Peter 
testifies, they have their delight and joy in looking into it [1 Peter 1:12].  
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 Okay, let’s take a second and let you recover from that. I 

probably just broke several rules for good preaching.  An 

extended quote from the Formula of Concord, with all kinds a 

theological terms such a “Sacramentarians”, “communication of 

attributes”, and “personal union”.  That’s a lot of complex 

stuff and theology, but important “stuff”.  It is dealing with 

the person and work of Christ, and therefore with your very 

salvation and comfort! 

 That Jesus is both fully God and fully man was essential to 

saving you.  In order to be your substitute under God’s Law and 

justice, Jesus had to be man.  (God cannot be under the Law.  

God in His essence cannot suffer and die.)  But as Man in the 

Person of Jesus, God can now be under the Law and fulfill it 

perfectly for you.  In Jesus, God can now suffer and die in your 

place and pay for the guilt of your sin.  And if Jesus were only 

a man, the Life He gave would only be able to pay for one other 

(hope its me, no offense), but as God, the Life given was 

infinite in value, more than enough to pay for all sinful guilt, 

all your guilt and save you from death eternal.  That Jesus is 

God and Man was essential to accomplish your salvation. 

 But that Jesus is still, and now always will be both God 

and Man, is a continual source of help, comfort and strength.  

That Jesus is omnipresent, means that He is able to be with you, 

right here, right now.  His ascending into heaven was not 

separating Himself from you; His being seated at the right hand 

of God does not mean He is where you cannot not go (as Calvin 

and others wrongly imagined that Jesus’ body is seated on a 

literal golden throne in heaven, unable to be anywhere else at 

the same time – just locally there in heaven just like you can 

only be in one place at one time). 

 This was one of Calvin’s, and earlier Zwingli’s, errors, 

(as well as those who have followed in their teachings) using 

reason as a master over scripture, Calvin felt that Jesus’ body 

is limited to a local presence only. And so He cannot be in all 

these altars and all these Suppers at the same time.  In fact, 

how can His real body and real blood be in those elements?  

Calvin could not understand or explain that reasonably, who 

could!  It is a mystery, and we leave it a mystery, not trying 

to explain what God has not revealed in His Word.  But Calvin 

wanted to reason it out and taught that the Lord’s Supper is 

therefore only a symbolic meal, where one must instead commune 

and eat of Christ spiritually in heaven.  

 But that is not what the scriptures say.  When Jesus 

instituted His Supper, He gave His disciples the bread and said, 

“This is my body”, not “it represents it”.  He gave the wine 

saying, “This is my blood”, not a symbol. Jesus gives His very 
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Body and Blood in, with and under the elements and word of His 

Supper. And Paul echoes this truth in 1 Corinthians when the 

Holy Spirit inspired him to write: 1Co 11:27-29  Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of 

the Lord.  (28)  Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat 

of the bread and drink of the cup.  (29)  For anyone who eats 

and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment 

on himself. 

That is one of the reasons we join with the historic, 

apostolic practice of the Church and the practice of the vast 

majority of Christianity of close or closed communion – to 

lovingly protect those who would partake of the sacrament 

without discerning or understanding His real Presence and thus 

taking it to their harm by sinning against the very person of 

Christ in doing so.  For Jesus is really and truly present in 

this sacrament to strengthen and comfort you. 

 Because Jesus is the Ascended Lord, not the Absent Lord.  

He has ascended to now fully exercise His Divine power and work 

in His human nature, (His omnipresence) through His Means of 

Grace to be with you.   

Jesus spent 40 days after His resurrection to encourage, 

strengthen and build up His disciples. He traveled with Israel 

for 40 years to strengthen and uphold them during their exodus 

journey.  And the Living and Ascended Lord Jesus Christ is truly 

present with you in your “40 day” wandering in this fallen and 

desert world (as He leads you to the Promised Land of heaven).   

  

During this time of trial and testing, He sustains you as 

He gives you His life giving Water (by recalling and living in 

your baptismal grace) and feeding you with the Bread from Heaven 

Himself in Word and Sacrament. He sustains you with miraculous 

food from heaven. 

 And though you too will face times of testing and 

temptation from the devil in this fallen wilderness, you do not 

despair.  For yes, there will be times you give in and sin.  

Terrible sin.  Sin that breaks God’s heart.  But it is sin that 

Jesus has already paid for with His life Blood.  Knowing that, 

you confess your sin and know that your are forgiven in Christ, 

His righteousness covering you.  Though the devil would accuse 

you, you are assured that there is no condemnation for those in 

Christ Jesus.  

 And you take comfort in the knowledge that no matter how 

long or bitter/painful your journey in this fallen world may be, 

your Ascended, Living and Present Lord Jesus will be with you 

the whole way, upholding you in His strong hands, and will 

ultimately, faithfully bring you to THE PROMISED land of heaven 
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(where He will wipe away every sad tear).  The God Who kept His 

Promise to you all the way to the point of the Cross, is 

faithful in all His promises and He will bring you to His side, 

and then, finally, on the Last Day when He returns visibly, 

bodily and gloriously, you will see Him face to face with your 

new resurrected eyes to behold a new creation that sin and death 

will never touch again.  

Until that day, be encouraged that Jesus is the Ascended 

Lord, not the Absent Lord. 

Amen 

 


