
Living with Easter Perspective 

With the Easter Season upon us, I thought you might enjoy what Pastor Martin Luther 

mentioned during his Easter sermon of 1533: 

 

     One wonders, how many people truly rejoice in their hearts over this victory? It 

certainly is no lie--all that Christ accomplished through his resurrection--but pure gospel 

truth, grounded in Holy Scripture, foretold by the prophets, attested by the apostles; but 

we do not comprehend because we have deaf ears and heavy, lazy hearts. If we would 

truly recognize what a great treasure it is, our hearts would rejoice and leap for joy. But 

because we look for joy elsewhere--in money, goods, fame, and pleasures--we're like the 

pope and other unbelievers, namely, that when a specific sin surfaces and grabs us, it 

becomes greater in our eyes than twenty Christs. We are such fools and such shameful 

people that through our miserable unbelief we vitiate this greatest gift. There must be 

wonderful preaching and singing, but we don't want to hear it. 

     Let us take a good hard look! Whoever wishes may despise this treasure. But it will 

hurt no one more than the person who despises it. Christ will, nevertheless, find people 

who will rejoice and be thankfully overawed by the wondrous work he has achieved 

through his resurrection and death. We should be confident that through Christ's 

resurrection and victory we have the firm assurance that no sin, not even death, may 

frighten us. If sin and death frighten us, it is unjustly so, or because we don't believe, for 

Christ has set us free. He has surmounted all excruciating suffering, and wishes to be our 

comfort, greater than our sin and death, yes, greater than heaven and earth. But how 

does our human nature react? Since this treasure is not in dollars or gold pieces, which 

we can see and our fists grab hold of, we despise it when it is preached to us through the 

Word. I admonish each of you that you learn and comprehend these facts well 

I speak as one who himself has experienced and tested it. Whoever is not well-grounded 

and practiced in these articles will find when attacked what a master the devil is. May 

our dear Lord Jesus Christ; who wishes to be our comfort, give us his grace and Spirit, 

so that we may well remember and retain this lesson. Amen. 

 

Well said Dr. Luther.  God indeed enable us this Easter Season to fully grasp and 

appreciate the victory that is ours through Jesus Christ and His empty tomb!  To live each 

day in the confidence that comes not from anything we have done or not done, or any 

strength or humility or sincerity on our part, but solely because of the work of Jesus 

Christ on the Cross and Empty Tomb!  To have the joy that comes in clinging to the 

Ever-living and Present Jesus and knowing that the devil, the world and even our own 

flesh cannot accuse or condemn us!  Particularly after the past year we have experienced, 

that we do not need to live in fear of death or any affliction but can live each day with the 

perspective of the eternal life that is ours now and forevermore! What freedom, life and 

joy is ours in Jesus Christ! To God be the Glory!  Amen. 

 

Pastor Reiser 

 

 
 


