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1 John 3:1-3              All Saints Sunday b          11-7-21 

      ALL Saints 

 

 Did you notice that today is called ALL Saints Sunday, not 

Some Saints Day, or The Saints in the Church Triumphant Day, or 

the people declared saints by the church of Rome Day, but ALL 

Saints Sunday – for it is a day that focuses upon and celebrates 

not only those who have died in the faith, but ALL who are 

Saints of God – all who have (faith in Christ), (born again) 

been covered in the righteousness of Jesus, both living and 

departed, which includes you.  You are as holy and righteous as 

Jesus is holy and righteous in God’s eyes, thus a saint. 

 If you have faith and trust in Christ’s work on the cross 

and empty tomb for the forgiveness of your sins, if you have 

been killed and raised with Christ in your baptism, born from on 

high, have had the image of God restored to you in Jesus, you 

are a Saint of God, and so it is true of all your fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 Now you might say, “Wait just a minute.  I know some of 

those folks, and some of them certainly do not seem very saint-

like to me.”  Of course, they may be saying the same thing about 

you.  For you have the same sinful flesh clinging to you that 

they have, a nature that hates and despises God and His Word and 

works constantly to oppose God at every turn and is self-

centered and unloving toward others.  In Jesus, you are a saint 

of God, but, you remain a fallen and sinful creature in this 

world.   

Which brings us to our text from 1 John 3: 1JN 3:2 ESV  

BELOVED, WE ARE GOD'S CHILDREN NOW, AND WHAT WE WILL BE HAS NOT 

YET APPEARED; BUT WE KNOW THAT WHEN HE APPEARS WE SHALL BE LIKE 

HIM, BECAUSE WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS.   Did you hear that?  

“We are God’s children now.”  What does it mean to be God’s 

child now?  You are like Him!  You are alive in Him!  You 

reflect Him.  You are, again, absolutely righteous and holy as 

Jesus is righteous and Holy for it is His righteousness and 

holiness that covers you (Galatians 3:27). 

You are saints! But, WHO you are and what you will be is 

not fully apparent.  (There is a now and not yet tension for the 

saints of God, both in the Church Militant and the Church 

Triumphant). 

For you saints in the Church Militant, those still living 

in this fallen and cursed world, you still have a sinful nature 

clinging to you (which is why some might question your 

sainthood).  You are simul iustus et peccatur, simultaneously 

saint and sinner.  Though you are a reborn child of God, you are 

also sinful creature at the same time and will at times give 

into temptation and sin.  More often than you could ever want 
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you will continue to hurt your neighbor with the things you may 

say or do, or not say or not do.  

And so it is for every single of us reborn in Christ.  

Though NOW we are His children, made absolutely pure and holy in 

God’s eyes on account of Christ, what we will be still is to be 

fully revealed as we still have the sinful flesh clinging to us, 

fighting and combating the new person re-created in us in 

Christ.  We still sin, we still get weak, suffer, and die.   

Though we are those who have had a whole new spiritually 

alive person created within us, one that wants to love God and 

those around us, we will often fail at such loving service as 

the Old Adam rages against such loving care and sacrifice, 

seeking only its own selfish desires and power.  But as children 

of God, saints of God, we even then do not despair as the devil 

would have us do.  For we know that Christ died for those sins 

as well. We confess them and know that He is faithful and just 

and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness (1 John 1:9), and in thanksgiving for that grace 

and forgiveness we are equipped and moved to love/serve one 

another.  We are God’s children, saints of God now and not yet. 

 Even the Lord’s Supper we are about to partake of is more 

of this now and not yet tension.  We are feasting in the very 

Real Presence of the Lamb of God, indeed partaking of His very 

Body and Blood and grace.  And as miraculous and sustaining as 

that is, it truly is but a foretaste, a sampling of the Great 

Wedding Feast/Banquet of the Lamb we will partake of in Heaven – 

that which our fellow saints in the Church Triumphant are 

enjoying right now!    

 There is only One Church, the Body of Christ, made up of 

the Church militant here on earth and the Church Triumphant in 

Heaven.  And all are gathered around Christ.   

And as we partake of this holy supper, the words of the 

liturgy ring loud and clear and remind us of the incredible 

truth of this one body of saints, one communion of saints that 

feasts at this table.  That right here and now, we join 

with/partake of the eternal (this is where the church militant 

and the church triumphant come together as one communion of 

saints – the children God!).  We feast at the very same banquet 

table of the Lamb that our dear departed loved ones are feasting 

at as well!  We are not separated from our beloved departed 

saints as much as we thought, but actually join with them at 

this holy supper!  What an incredible thought! 

 Today, as we join with the communion of saints, we indeed 

have a true rest from our labors against sin and its effects in 

our lives and world.  However, we do realize that here it is 

only in part – that there is the now and not yet tension.  We 

still enjoy the Real Presence of our Lord, but it is through 
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Means of Grace.  We enjoy the fellowship/communion of saints for 

only a moment, and then must still struggle and labor with a 

sinful flesh, a fallen and cursed world, an evil foe in Satan.   

But as we receive a rest from these labors here this 

morning and prepare for entering into a week of struggles 

against the unholy three (flesh, world, satan), we further are 

encouraged in knowing that our Faithful Lord will bring us one 

day into our eternal and complete rest from all our labors 

against sin, and will fully enjoy the Communion of Saints in the 

full direct, unveiled presence of our Lord forever and ever 

without end (that condition our departed brothers and sisters in 

Christ are enjoying right now and forevermore)!  That is an 

incredibly encouraging and strengthening thought and promise 

from our Lord, that we indeed shall be comforted not only now, 

but even more forever more! 

 Now, and not yet.  You are a saint of God in Christ Jesus 

by His blessed work for you and given to you.  But as awesome 

and wondrous that is, it is but a shadow of what is to come. 

And as mentioned earlier, that is even how it is for the blessed 

saints in the Church Triumphant as well.  As truly awesome as 

life in heaven obviously is for them right now, it still is a 

now and not yet tension, for what even they will be has not yet 

been revealed (as they are still separated from their bodies and 

from us). 

 That complete and full joy will be revealed on the Last 

Day, when Christ bodily, visibly and gloriously returns to 

forever rid creation of any and all sin.  The devil and his 

angels will be locked for eternity in the hell prepared for them 

(as well as all who reject Christ).  Never again will we be 

subject to temptation and sin, nor any of the effects of the 

curse and sorrow in creation.   

 Then, in newly restored and perfected resurrected bodies, 

what we will be forever and ever will be revealed as we will be 

able to see Christ in all His glory with our very new eyeballs.   

We will see Christ fully, face to face without means or veils, 

and thus we will reflect Him even more so. “WHEN HE APPEARS WE 

SHALL BE LIKE HIM, BECAUSE WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS.” 

On that Day, the Not Yet will give way to NOW and forever more.  

We shall be finally and completely like Him, body and soul 

forever and ever.  With those truths, rejoice that by the grace 

of God alone you are children of God, saints now and 

forevermore.  

Amen 

 


