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Luke 3:1-20                 Advent 2 c                 12-5-21 

 

 

John the Baptizer was the fulfillment of the prophecy in 

our OT lesson from Malachi:  "Behold, I send my messenger, and 

he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the 

LORD of hosts" and of course the prophecy found in Isaiah(40): 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.  (5)  Every valley shall be 

filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 

crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become 

level ways,  (6)  and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.'" 

 John was the forerunner of the Messiah.  When he appeared, 

that meant the Promise was kept, that the long-awaited promised 

Seed of the Woman, the Savior of mankind would be at hand.  

John’s purpose was to prepare the way for the Messiah’s arrival 

– to proclaim it and to point out the Messiah – in other words, 

proclaim The Good News: Man’s salvation was now at hand – was 

about to be accomplished.  The Promised One was now here and 

“all flesh shall see the salvation of God”.  

And truly all flesh would see the salvation of God, as the 

Messiah Jesus had come as our substitute under the Law and 

judgment of God, satisfying the debt we owed for our sin: life.  

God the Son’s suffering and dying in our place accomplished the 

complete payment of that debt and the forgiveness of our sin and 

all of mankind (all flesh) was declared righteous in His sight 

for the sake of Jesus.  This was the blood payment that was 

given to you personally at your baptism, where you were 

connected to Christ’s death and resurrection, your Old Adam 

buried with Christ, and a whole new spiritually alive person 

raised up unto true eternal life in the power of His 

Resurrection.  You were saved and made alive by God’s gracious 

work alone.  Truly Good News! 

But John as well as Malachi also warned of Jesus’ 2nd 

Advent/coming: (7)  He said therefore to the crowds that came 

out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come?  (8)  Bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children for Abraham.  (9)  Even now the axe 

is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”   And 
later in our text: “When He comes with the winnowing fork in His 

hand.” “…Who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
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when he appears?”   It was a warning to live in your baptismal 

life – to take your baptism seriously.   

Take your baptism seriously – a life of repentance, of 

turning to your baptism for daily drowning and resurrection and 

not see it as a cheap grace card, or as a fellow Pastor put it, 

cheap insurance.  Baptism is not the Geico of grace! (Oh, it is 

the work of God and given to you totally free, but it isn’t 

cheap and nor or you to treat it as such.) 

 Cheap insurance: That is exactly the accusation that many 

of fellow Christians make against us Lutherans in particular. 

They hold our practice of infant Baptism in contempt, and not 

merely because they “know neither the Scriptures nor the power 

of God” (Matthew 22:29). Many of our fellow Christians hold 

infant Baptism in contempt because Baptism so easily looks like 

our cheap insurance policy – that we treat it as such.   

They may put it this way: “Do you Lutherans really think, 

that all you have to do is stick a child into the water and that 

makes him a Christian? Are you telling me that once a child is 

baptized, he can go and make a wreck of his life, living as if 

God does not matter or even exist? Many of you Lutherans do 

exactly that! You seem to want your name on a church role, but 

then you also want to act as if nothing matters after Baptism—no 

evidence of repentance, no discernable trace of good works, no 

faithfulness in worship, and not even a decent life according to 

the Ten Commandments! What are we supposed to think of this holy 

water you that sprinkle upon yourselves?”  (That is not what we 

believe or confess!) 

Perhaps these accusations are well-deserved. Perhaps many 

Lutherans actually do prefer to act like faithless thugs, all 

while expecting nothing but good things from God.   

Cheap insurance.  Your Baptism is not cheap insurance.  

Rather you are to cherish and use it, to treat it as though it 

matters. Forgiveness of sins floats in Baptism! Eternal life 

bobs around in its waves! Rebirth and adoption and regeneration 

and spotlessness all soak into you when you come to the font.  

And that grace remains for you to rely upon and live in Christ 

each and every day you live in this fallen world.  

God’s prophet John wants us to despise the idea of cheap 

insurance, as if we dare to come here merely “to flee from the 

wrath to come.” God’s prophet John wants us all to allow God’s 

gift of living faith to come down from heaven and to root itself 

within us, there producing for us “fruit in keeping with 

repentance.” 

What is that fruit of repentance?  John answered: “Whoever 

has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever 

has food is to do likewise.” To the tax collectors he said: 

“Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” To the soldiers 
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he said, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false 

accusation, and be content with your wages.” 

All of these Words from God boil down to this: Love your 

neighbor. Be kind and generous to the people in your life. Treat 

them well. Be a good mom and a good dad; a faithful wife and a 

caring husband. Conduct your business honestly and avoid seeking 

an advantage over others. Above all, be content among them. 

Now you can take that the wrong way if you wish. When God 

tells you to be kind and good to the people in your life, you 

can take it as law and obligation and demand for salvation, if 

that is the way you want it. You will also condemn yourself in 

the process. 

On the other hand, you can take it as a blessing and gift 

when God tells you to be kind and good to the people in your 

life, for He is guiding you to do the very thing you were 

created to do (reflecting God’s image and love).  Think of the 

people in your life as given to you by God—given to you so that 

the living and active power of His Word may flow through you to 

them. 

God’s living Word does more than neutralize the viperous 

poison of your sin—giving all of your sin and its effects to 

Jesus. God’s living Word also produces within you “fruit in 

keeping with repentance,” loving care of neighbor.   

This living of life and the loving care of neighbor is 

going to vary in its specifics from one person to the next, 

according to your circumstances and place in life, but in 

general it means that you serve your neighbor as Christ Jesus 

serves you-not selfishly, but sacrificially: not for any 

personal gain, but simply and solely for Jesus' sake.   

As a husband and father, or as a wife and mother, you serve 

your spouse and family.  And as a son or daughter, you honor 

your father and mother, serve and obey them, love and cherish 

them. As a worker, you serve your employer, your clients and 

customers, by faithfully doing your job as if you were working 

for Christ Himself.  As a citizen, you serve your community and 

your country (Praying for it, following its laws, speaking up 

for the well-being of others who cannot speak for themselves, 

participating in the public dialogue of morality and mutual 

well-being – especially when the world seems so lost and 

confused upon right and wrong, we are to be its conscience and 

speak out to the right and wrong hard-wired into their 

conscience.)  And as a member of the church on earth, you serve 

your congregation and your brothers and sisters in Christ, with 

your time, treasures and talents, according to the needs of the 

church and the gifts and abilities with which the Lord has 

blessed you.  
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In each and all of these ways, you bear the fruits worthy 

of repentance, not to earn or accomplish salvation, but because 

you are saved and alive, you live that life and faith, 

proclaiming Christ in all you do.  

It is to take your baptism seriously – to live in that 

repentant grace daily, bearing fruits in keeping with 

repentance. 

Amen 

 


