
 

TRAUMA AND THE TEARS OF CHRIST 
A Lenten Meditation 

 
“When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
He said, ‘Where have you lain him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep.” 

 
 

 In his recent book Art & Faith: A Theology of 
Making, Makoto Fujimura offers a profound 
understanding of the Miracle of the Raising of Lazarus 
gleaned from years of reflecting on this powerful story 
in John’s gospel. Here is how he describes what 
happens at Bethany in John chapter eleven: 
 John II begins with Jesus’s mysterious refusal 
to come in time to Bethany to heal Lazarus, even 
though his friends and his dear host family and 
significant supporters Martha and Mary ask him to 
come. Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus, are 
dismayed and perplexed by this refusal, and even 
angry at Jesus. “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died” When Jesus hears these words 
and sees Mary weeping, he is ‘deeply moved in spirit 
and troubled” (v.33). And weeps. 
 Why is this shortest line in the entire Bible, 
“Jesus wept,” the central, pivotal verse for the 
Theology of Making? What do Jesus’ tears have to do 
with creativity and imagination? 
 I began this book by exploring the ideas 
surrounding God’s being all-sufficient – that is, God 
does not need us, or the Creation, but, because of 
God’s love we are created extravagantly, excessively, 
beautifully for the abundant reality. But I recognize 
that we do not feel like that is the case when we wake 
up in the morning or face the everyday realities of 
suffering in our world or immediate struggles of our 
lives. 
 When I lived in downtown New York, following 
9/11, I woke up every day literally facing Ground Zero 
in front of me. In those days, I thought often of this 
shortest biblical passage to help me cope with the 

trauma all around me. I still do. This shortest passage 
has become a pinhole in my art and life that has 
allowed me to see the vast, entire project to be 
illuminated… 
 It is interesting, and quite significant, that 
Martha and Mary make the same exact statement, 
word for word: “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” But Martha adds 
something: “But I know that even now God will give 
you whatever you ask” (v.22). I suspect this is Martha’s 
analytical side subtly communicating to Jesus that she 
needs an explanation. I imagine, on the other hand, 
Mary’s statement was full of emotion, and even anger. 
These two sisters think so much alike that they make 
exactly the same statement to Jesus, but Jesus’s 
response to them could not be more different. To 
Martha, Jesus explains the “logic” of the resurrection; 
to Mary, Jesus does not say a word. 
 Upon seeing his friends grieving, he weeps. 
 Why? If he has the power to resurrect, why 
does he not wave a “magic wand” and solve the 
problem right away? Why does he “waste time” and 
weep? This is the pinhole that projects the whole 
narrative of the gospel, the entire reality of God’s 
Creation and the New Creation. This is the pinhole that 
projects who Jesus is what he came to do: to project 
his own suffering for our sakes. 
 Suppose God came to me and told me, “Mako, 
I am going to give you the power to turn back time and 
stop 9/11 from becoming a reality. Use my power to 
stop that tragedy from happening.” Would I not use 
the power right away? Of course I would! Jesus 
possessed such a power, to literally resurrect a dead 
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friend. Why did he not take Mary by the hand, go to 
the grave, and exercise his power to “solve the 
problem”? 
 Earlier in John’s Gospel we read that Jesus was 
also “deeply moved in spirit and troubled” (11:33). The 
death of his friend Lazarus could have infuriated him. 
Was he infuriated by people not understanding him? 
No, Jesus was troubled by, and infuriated by, death 
itself. At the tomb, again Jesus was “once more deeply 
moved” (11:38). He took a deep breath and 
commanded Lazarus to “come out.” And he did. 
 We must pause here and again recognize that 
Jesus’s tears were not necessary. The purpose of his 
delay was to show his power in resurrecting Lazarus. 
So why did Jesus “waste time” with Mary, weeping? 
Why did the Word of God stand silent in Bethany? 
 Archeologist have discovered that in biblical 
times, there were objects that we now call “tear jars.” 
Tears were so coveted that people kept them in jars. 
Jesus’s tears were not collected. They dropped one by 
one onto the hardened ground of Bethany. They 
evaporated into the air, and they are still with us 
today. We can collect them by faith today. Our 
theology should carry the gratuitous, extravagant 
weight of those tears. This is the miracle of the 
intuitive: to invoke mystery that no analysis can tap 
into. 
 Jesus’s tears were shed onto the hardened 
ground of Bethany, evaporated, and are still with us. 
We breathe in his tears every day. I’d like to imagine 
that these tears, because they are the tears of the Son 
of God, multiplied, just like fishes and the loaves, and 
embedded themselves into the fabric of the 
atmosphere. Our tears need to comingle with Jesus’s 
tears. It is right for us to be troubled deeply with the 
broken realities of the world around us. We need to 
stand in the pit of Ground Zero and breathe in Jesus’s 
tears. Then we can create. Do not let anger overtake 
you in despair. Let your tears lead to your small 
resurrections. 
 The “wastefulness” of Jesus’s tears leads to an 
understanding of God that moves beyond utility and 
function. From school shootings to tsunamis to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the tragedies of our times call us 
to immediate action, but what God also requires of us 
is to lament deeply for the losses. Many times in my 
life, well-meaning people have tried to spiritualize a 
deep loss or tried to persuade me that God is teaching 
me lessons through loss and suffering. I’ve watched 
pastors and missionaries do the same to others, and  

I’ve read books whose authors remind us that our own 
sufferings are only mirrors of God’s sacrifice through 
his Son on the cross. “Think of how God felt with death 
of his only Son,” they implore us. Speaking to many 
who are suffering, I can tell you personally that this 
kind of advice falls short of the reality of suffering. 
Christ’s tears, and Mary’s response to the tears, reveal 
another path toward our own responses to journey 
with suffering, a path that reveals a surprising vista 
towards the New. 
 Fujimura’s words have helped me to see Jesus’ 
tears in a way that I had never thought of them before, 
but which I find extremely helpful in this present 
moment of upheaval and trauma. I hope the same is 
true for you as well. 

 
Your Fellow Pilgrim on the Journey, 
Pastor Greg 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“How long is 

the mourner’s bench 
upon which we sit, 

arms linked in undeluded friendship, 

all of us, brief links, ourselves, 
in the eternal pity.” 

 
-Peter DeVries/ The Blood of the Lamb 

 
 
 
 



MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE 
Mid-week Lenten Service can also be viewed via Gloria 
Dei Facebook page and the our website on Wednesdays 
during Lent. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Monday, March 8th – 8:0 0 p.m. 
(via Zoom) 

 
COMFIRMATION CLASS 

Wednesday, March 3, 10 & 17th – 7:00 p.m. 
(via Zoom) 

 
BELL CHOIR 

Thursday – 6:00 p.m. 
 

READERS FOR MARCH 
  March 7th – Diana Craig 
  March 14th – Jane Peterson 
  March 21st – Vance Matzke 
  March 28th – Sharon Schulte 
 

 
 
 
 
 

March 28th – Palm Sunday 
April 1st – Maundy Thursday 

April 2nd – Good Friday 
April 3rd – Prayer Vigil 

April 4th – Easter Sunday 
 

Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services will be held 
outdoors in the patio area. Maundy Thursday & Good 
Friday services are to be announced. All services will be 
available on our Facebook page and website. 

We are deeply saddened by 

the loss of our dear friend & 

family member of Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church. Please keep 

the Beall family in your thoughts and prayers for comfort 

and peace that only the Lord can bring at this very 

difficult time. Our Deepest Sympathy and prayers to 

Marian Beall and family as they grieve the passing 

of beloved husband, father & grandfather, Maynard 

Beall. Maynard went to his heavenly home on 

February 26, 2021.  
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
1st Torin Ellis 
3rd     Amanda Hawblitzel (Serio) 
4th     Kevin Lake 
4th Logan Scott Sarver 
4th Ridley Edelweiss Acosta 
6th      Haile Leilani Jenkins 
9th Chris Ellis 
11th Nicholle Sarver (Renshaw) 
11th Kyllie Bouget 
12th Avery Jack Reitsma 
12th Heather Logan) 
12th Aredella Rubendall 
14th     Carol Brown 
14th     Keagan Kelly 
15th     Steven Finn 
16th     Jacob Austin 
17th     Ann Frickelton 
17th Gino Flores 
17th Laura Krueger 
18th     Diana Craig 
19th     Dan Boyd 
26th  Barbara Johnston 
28th     Dona Kintzi 
28th Robert Kingdom 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2nd Mark & Allana Finn 
21st Stan & Susan Rodriguez 
23rd Steve & Heather Soderquist 
25th Carl & June Nietman  

PRAYER REQUEST 
Please keep the following people in your thoughts and 
prayers. Kelley’s Persons father Chet (infection) & her 
Uncle Mark’s wife Patty (kidney issues), Bev Kai, Diana’s 
mom Dona (pneumonia), Chuck Fredrickson’s, daughter-
in-law Paula (heart issues), Gloria Mulder’s friend Cherie, 
continued prayers for our friends at Atterdag, for 
strength and healing for all who suffer from illnesses, 
health concerns & all family members and friends not 
mentioned who are in need of God’s healing touch. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE HELD 

OUTDOORS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
(Subject to change) 

Services can also be viewed via Gloria Dei 

Facebook page and the our website. 
WEBSITE 

www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org 
FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
 

 



  

FUN FACTS FOR A PANDEMIC 
Part Ten 

 
 
Puzzling Spike: 
Jigsaw puzzle sales increased by 300 to 400 percent in 2020, thanks to the amount of time people spent at home. The last 
time puzzle demand spiked so quickly was during the Great Depression, when many were out of work and looking for 
cheap entertainment. Puzzling began as a pastime for the privileged but became less expensive once puzzles could be 
mass produced from cardboard rather than hard-cut from wood. Historian Anne Williams says puzzles appeal in times of 
distress because “it’s something you can control…It’s also a challenge over which you can prevail.” (JSTOR, Daily, Dec. 16th) 
 
 
COVID Chaplains: 
In some states, hospital Chaplain’s were among the first to receive COVID-19 vaccinations, and many of them reported 
complex feelings of hope and despair when they got their shots. Some had been on the front line for months, supporting 
patients, family members, and health care professionals during the pandemic; they are often the only people other than 
medical personnel that quarantined patients see. Chaplains said they were motivated to get the vaccine not just for their 
own health but to do their part to restore public health and increase confidence in vaccine safety. Many said that being 
vaccinated was important to their faith. (Washington Post, January 1) 
 
 
Mail Carrier to the Rescue: 
A mail carrier’s observant eye and quick actions saved a life. Shanda Lemon has developed close relationships with the 
people on her route in Chicago’s Dunning neighborhood, including 89-year-old Helen. One day, Lemon grew concerned 
when she noticed Helen hadn’t picked up her mail in three days. She called 911 when there was no response at the door 
and Helen was found injured and sprawled on the floor, still breathing. Helen is now recovering. “I just look at myself as 
one of God’s children looking after his other kids,” Lemon said. 
 
 
A Shot in a Snowstorm:  
Oregon health-care workers were on their way to the town of Grants Pass to administer leftover vaccine shots when a 
snowstorm stopped them in their tracks. With a precious vial of vaccine in their hands that was set to expire in six hours, 
they knew they wouldn’t make it to their destination in time. So workers went car to car asking stranded drivers if they 
wanted to receive a shot. “We had one individual who was so happy, he took his shirt off and jumped out of the car,” said 
Michael Weber, Josephine County’s public-health director. All six doses found takers. “Our No. 1 rule right now is nothing 
gets wasted,” said Weber. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Protest Writing: 
The pandemic is changing how we write obituaries. Instead of politely eliding the cause of death, Americans are beginning 
to use obituaries to express their outrage and fear and to warn others. The family of Shirley Flores wrote, “She died a very 
painful lonely death because we weren’t allowed in to hold her hand and sit with her. Please take COVID-19 seriously, 
protect yourself and those you love.” An obituary for Shirley Rowe noted, “She would still be here if restrictions hadn’t 
been lifted so soon for society, and the person that gave her the virus would have taken precautions more seriously…This 
is not how my mom’s story should have ended.” Others have asked, in lieu of flowers, that people wear masks and take 
the pandemic seriously. (New York Times, December 13) 
 
 
False Alarm: 
Police in Britain responded to reports of a “rave” of young people defying coronavirus restrictions, only to find a long line 
of senior citizens with walkers and wheelchairs waiting for vaccinations. Neighbors of Saxon Hall in Essex called the police 
when they glimpsed a big crowd, perhaps because ravers had trashed a nearby church on New Years Eve. Cops found a 
grey haired crowd of people queued up for “jabs,” some more than 90 years old. It was really funny,” said Saxon Hall 
chairman Dennis Baum, “Grumpy old men and grumpy old women were in abundance.”  
 
 
Faithful Friend: 
A faithful dog in Turkey stood vigil outside a hospital for six days while its owner was being treated inside. After Cernal 
Senturk was taken to the hospital by ambulance, his dog, Boncak, followed in the vehicles wake. Over ensuing days, the 
dog promptly came back to the hospital around 9:00 a.m. and waited outside until nightfall, when Senturk’s daughter 
brought the loyal pet home. The dog kept escaping and coming back until Senturk was discharged from the hospital. “She’s 
very good to me,” Senturk said, “And I miss her, too, constantly.” 
 
 
Celebrating 117 Years: 
A French nun survived the coronavirus to celebrate her 117 birthday. Sister Andre of Toulon, who lived through both world 
wars and the 1918 flu pandemic, is believed to be the world’s second-oldest person. Born in 1904, Sister Andre worked in 
a hospital, took care of elders and orphans, and became a nun at the age of 40. Last week, for her special day, she enjoyed 
a special menu of foie gras, baked Alaska, and red wine – “one of her secrets of longevity,” according to a spokesperson 
at her nursing home. After a Mass in her honor she was treated to champagne, “because 117 years have to be toasted.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoom Surprise: 
A Texas prosecutor surprised the judge at a pretrial zoom hearing by 
appearing as a cat face. Rod Panton didn’t he had a cat filter on the 
computer, and his usually sober face was replaced with that of a blue-eyed 
kitten. When the judge pointed it out, Panton said, “I don’t know how to 
remove it. “He tried to press on, telling the judge and other lawyers, “I’m 
prepared to go forward with it.” Panton eventually removed the filter, 
saying, “I am not a cat.” 
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SYNOD NEWS 

This year's assembly will be held virtually, with a 
Bishop's Election, the election of 2/3 of the members 
of Synod Council, and the election of 2022 Churchwide 
Assembly Voting Members as well as regular Assembly 
business. Together with many ELCA Synods holding 
virtual assemblies this year, we will be using the LUMI 
voting platform together with ZOOM. Accordingly, 
each voting member must use their own email address 
to register and must also use their own device 
(computer, tablet, cellphone, etc.) during the 
assembly. While voting members can view the 
assembly together on one device, if desired, separate 
devices for each voting member will be required in 
order to vote. Voting members will also need to have 
internet access with adequate Wi-Fi. 
Information about using the LUMI platform will be 
made available and training will be offered before the 
assembly takes place. 
While many, and even most, of voting members will 
be technologically equipped for participating in an 
online assembly, we are asking that congregational 
offices support their voting members as much as 
possible in this process. For example: lending the 
member(s) a device or laptop during the assembly, 
hosting the member(s) at the physical office if they 
don't have adequate internet access, printing out 
materials for the member(s) if that makes 
participation more accessible. Please let the synod 
office know if you or your voting members have any 
questions, or if we can assist in any way. 
 
 
Laura Krueger is currently serving as a council 
representative for the Central Coast Conference. 
Laura will attend the assembly along with Mary 
Bankert who was elected by Gloria Dei to be our voting 
member at the Synod Assembly. We are still looking 
for a male voting member. If you interested, please 
contact the church office as soon as possible. 
 
 

-cut here- 
 

 
 
 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
If you wish to dedicate Easter Flowers in Memory of, 
Celebration of or in Honor of loved ones you may do so 
by filling out this form and turning it in to the church 
office. Cut and Print out this form and return it to the 
church office. Mark “Easter flower dedications” in 
memo area of checks. 
    

In memory 
of__________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

 
 
In celebration 
of__________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

 
 
In honor of loved ones or friends 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

 
 
From   
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- cut here- 



MARCH HUMOR 

Humor for the Hard Times 
 
A day after the election, Rev. Harry Mahoney of 
Dedham, MA received this email from a friend: 
“I am glad that Heaven is a kingdom, and there is no 
voting there.” 

-Rev. George Goldtrap 
Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL 

 
 

Back when a woman would never wear slacks to church, 
on Fat Tuesday evening, a woman called her parish 
priest at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Baton 
Rouge, LA and said: “Father, my sister came in for Mardi 
Gras, and she forgot her skirt. Can she get her ashes in 
her pants?” “No,” replied the priest, “she has to get 
them on her head like everyone else.” 

-Columnist Smiley Anders 
Baton Rouge (LA) Advocate 

 
 

Nancy was Catholic, but her fiancé, Chris, was not. Since 
they were planning to be married in a Catholic Church, 
Chris made sure he was listening carefully throughout 
the prenuptial sessions with the priest. At one point, the 
priest turned to Chris and told him, “Since you are not 
Catholic, we shall have a ceremony without Eucharist.” 
Afterwards, Chris was notably upset, so Nancy asked him 
what was wrong. “I don’t understand,” Chris said. “How 
can we have the ceremony without me?” 

-via Rev. Dale Schoening, Madrid, IA 
 

Signs and Wonders 
 

Sign in an IRS office: “In God we trust. Everyone else we 
audit.” 
 
Sign outside a Portland, OR church: “When Jesus said 
‘love your enemies,’ he probably meant we shouldn’t 
kill them.” 

-via Rev. Bud Frimoth, Portland, OR 
 
 

Sign seen in Maryland store: “This too shall pass. It 
might pass like a kidney stone, but it will pass.” 

-Lorene Irving, Lutherville Timonium, MD 
 

 
Sign outside a church: “Accept what is, let go of what 
was, and have faith in what will be.” 

-via Paul Lurlowicz, Portage, MI 

 

God’s Kids Say the Funniest Things 
 

A little boy in church for the first time watched as the 
ushers passed around the offering plates. When they 
came near his pew, the boy said loudly: “Don’t pay for 
me, Daddy. I’m under five.” 
 

 
“I’m sure am happy to see you, grandma,” the little boy 
said to his grandmother, his mothers’s mother. “Now 
maybe Daddy will do the trick he has been promising 
us.” “What trick is that?” the grandmother asked. “I 
heard him tell Mommy that he would climb the walls if 
you came to visit,” the boy replied. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-From the JoyfulNoiseletter.com© 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View Mid-Week 
Lenten Service online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 LENT 
 

Film Mid-Week 
Lenten Service 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Council  
8:00 pm 
(via Zoom) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View Mid-Week 
Lenten Service online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 
 

Central Coast Conf. 
Clergy   (ZOOM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 

 
 
4 LENT 
 

Film Mid-Week 
Lenten Service 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

View Mid-Week 
Lenten Service online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 LENT 

Film Mid-Week 
Lenten Service 7 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View Mid-Week 
Lenten Service online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

28 29 30 31    

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
Drive through 
Communion 
2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
PALM SUNDAY 

      



 

Our Mission Statement: To Know God, Love God, Serve God 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

4380 Orcutt Road 

Santa Maria, CA 93455 

(805) 937-3905 

Pastor: Greg J. Kintzi 

 

Email: gloria.dei@verizon.net 

Website: gloria-dei-elcasam.org 
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
 

                2021 
 

 
 
 
 
             Sunday, March 14, 2021 

   Set your clocks back one hour before 

                  heading to bed on Saturday night! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                              To find us on Facebook go to: https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
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