
 

THE PROMISE OF EASTER 
An Upending of Normal 

 
“Easter is not a return to normal, it is an upending of normal. 

Easter is not a return to life as we knew it, 
it is an invitation to a life beyond anything we have yet experienced. 

Even if there is a normal to go back to the promise of Easter is that we don’t have to 
settle for normal, because God has so much more in store for us.” 

-Martin Copenhaver 
 

 

 Brian J. Waldrop, in his book titled Ocean 
Breeze: Inspirational Moments with God at the 
Beach, tells of flipping through the channels of his TV 
one morning when he stopped to watch a painter 
skillfully painter skillfully painting a desert landscape. 
As the man proceeded to color the canvas in deep 
browns, reds, and yellows, the picture really started to 
look good. He felt that the painter ought to stop. The 
picture looked complete. 
 Then, as he was thinking those very words, he 
cringed to see the artist add a dark blackish color of 
paint to the canvas. As Waldrop had feared, the dark 
blob looked awkward and out of place. Bur as the man 
continued to add texture and other colors to the blob 
it began to take shape. When the painter was finished, 
the part of the picture that Brian Waldrop thought was 
ruined looked great! It was exactly what the painting 
needed to make it beautiful and complete. 
 Waldrop writes, “As I sat there watching the 
program that day, I was really surprised to find myself 
cringing at many of the moves the artist made with his 
brush. I got to thinking how typical this is of my 
Christian life. Many times in my life, after much 
struggling and hardship, I have come to a place where 
I am comfortable. As I am basking in the goodness of 
the Lord, God has chosen to institute a change I 
neither expected nor wanted. During this time I cry 
out, ‘No Lord, You are ruining the picture!’ But often, 
as I allowed God to continue His work on the canvas of 
my life, to my surprise the picture would begin to look 

pretty good. Finally, I would thank Him for the addition 
or subtraction to my life.” 
 Then he adds these profound words, “There 
have been times, however, that the change never 
looked good to me and perhaps never will. During 
these times I must remember that God is still painting. 
The picture has not been completed yet. I must travel 
on in faith knowing that when I see Him face to face, 
my painting will be beautiful. 
 “In the meantime, I can take comfort knowing 
that every situation, though it may be ugly and 
uncomfortable, is paint that the that Master 
Craftsman can use for good.” 
 This last year has been challenging on so many 
levels – the sheer loss of life; social isolation; economic 
uncertainty and loss of businesses and jobs; as well as 
the division and mistrust that exists at every level of 
social interaction. For many, the last year is one that 
they would just as soon forget. Now with the 
introduction of numerous vaccines; the worst of 
surges in COVID-19 hopefully behind us; and spring 
arriving, there is a feeling of optimism in the air, that 
perhaps the worst of what we have been through is 
behind us and that now we can get back to normal 
again. 
 Yet is that even possible given all that we have 
lived through this last year and half? As the 
testimonies made during our midweek services in Lent 
made clear, this pandemic has effected each and every 
one of us in profound ways – ways which will not easily 
be forgotten or pushed back to the recesses of our 
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consciousness when it ends. Some of us have lost 
loved ones; others have been hitched, some have 
suffered with getting Covid-19 or some other serious 
sickness; and all of us have learned new ways to stay 
safe as well as new technologies to keep us connected 
when we couldn’t physically meet together. This has 
been a year like no other in the past 100 years and its 
impact on us will be felt for decades to come. 
 This sense of living of the cusp of a major 
transition in history, I believe would have been a 
familiar perspective to those who were witnesses to 
Jesus resurrection. Like ourselves they had 
experienced so much trauma and loss – their leader 
had been arrested and killed; his followers were hiding 
behind closed doors in fear; and it looked like the 
movement they had worked so hard to build was 
falling apart at the seams. No one knew what the 
future would bring, so they hunkered down in fear, 
grief, and isolation. 
 Then came the miracle of Easter. Mark tells us 
that some women went to the grave early Easter 
morning to anoint Jesus’ body with spices. When they 
arrived at the grave site, they found that the large 
stone which covered its entrance had been removed. 
When they went inside the tomb they discovered a 
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side of the slab where Jesus’ body had been 
placed. The young man had mind blowing news he 
wanted to share with them. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. 
“I know you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, the 
one they nailed to the cross. He’s been raised up, he’s 
here no longer. You can see for yourselves that the 
place is empty. Now – on your way. Tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going on ahead of you to Galilee. 
You’ll see him there, exactly as he said.” 
 This announcement was not what the women 
expected to hear. It turned the world they lived in 
completely upside down. If God had raised their friend 
and Teacher from the dead, what did that mean both 
for them and for all creation. Certainly, they couldn’t 
go back to living life like they had in the past. A new 
era of history was beginning where even the worst 
that the world might throw at you didn’t mean your 
dreams were ended and hope was extinguished. God 
would find a way even when it looked like there was 
no way, and the future now looked more open then it 
ever had before. 
 This did not negate all the horror they had 
witnessed the previous week. The suffering that was 
happening to them and to their friends was real, but 
now they had a new frame through which to view the 

events unfolding around them. God had entered the 
tomb of their friend and teacher and cried Yes. God 
cried YES to Jesus’ way of living and dying. God cried 
YES to Jesus’ life of mercy and grace for all regardless 
of who they were or what they had done. God called 
“Get Up, Emmanuel! Come Forth, O Jesus!” Like Jonah 
getting spit up on the beach by a fish after three days 
in its belly, Jesus rose out of the darkest depth to the 
light of the first Easter morning. He broke the bonds of 
death and now Jesus and his trouble-making go 
merrily on. 
 Pastor Jerry Jones tells about a Christian man 
and his wife who lost their young son in a tragic 
accident on Good Friday in 1996. The boys’ funeral was 
on Easter Sunday. During the memorial service the 
father got up and shared with his family and friends 
that Easter had taken on new importance, “Until you 
stare death eye-to-eye,” he began sobbing, “Easter is 
just a word. It’s a nice day with bunny rabbits and 
eggs…but when someone so precious to you dies, 
Easter becomes everything…an anchor in a fierce 
storm…a rock on which to  stand…a hope that raises 
you above despair and keeps you going.”  
 To quote Martin Copenhaver – “This past year, 
we have been forced into a time of isolation, 
uncertainty, fear, and death. We have not been able 
to get our Good Friday ticket punched easily so that 
we can move quickly on to Easter. This year, Good 
Friday, has been more like a season in which we have 
had to linger. And yet within this season, the promise 
abides. Even in this time, perhaps especially in this 
time, we have been invited to imagine, with poet. E.E. 
Cummings, ‘that yes is the only living thing.’” 
 

He Is Risen! 
Pastor Greg Kintzi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHURCH COUNCIL 
Monday, April 12th – 8:0 0 p.m. 

(via Zoom) 
 

COMFIRMATION CLASS 
Wednesday, April 8, 15 & 28th – 7:00 p.m. 

 
BELL CHOIR 

Thursday – 6:00 p.m. 
 

READERS FOR APRIL 
  April 4th – Betty Hansen 
  April 11th –  
  April 18th – Dona Kintzi 
  April 25th – Joan Simonsen 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 1st – Maundy Thursday – View online 
April 2nd – Good Friday – View online 
April 3rd – Prayer Vigil (10 am-4 pm) 
April 4th – Easter Sunday – 10:00 am 

 
Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services are taped 
and can be viewed on our Facebook Page and Website.  

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021 – WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 

IN PERSON WORSHIP ON THE PATIO AT GLORIA DEI 
This service can also be viewed online on our Facebook 
page and the Gloria Dei Website on Monday, April 5th. 

Please follow safety guidelines. 
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 

www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY AND 

SPRING CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY 

10:00 A.M. 

IN PERSON WORSHIP ON THE PATIO 

AT GLORIA DEI 

This service can also be viewed online on our 

Facebook page and the Gloria Dei Website on 

Monday, April 12th. 

Please follow safety guidelines. 
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 

www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org 

 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
10th April (Ross) Raby 
10th Bill Chetwood 
12th  John Colman 
16th Quince LaGrange 
18th Easton Garcia (Cordova) 
19th Scott Faris 
20th  Lynn Buwalda 
21st Carole Persons 
24th Chris Frederiksen 
24th Jennifer Mehl 
26th Kayleigh Boyd 
27th Carrie Chetwood 
27th      Zachary Bihr 
27th Margaret Campbell 
28th Dylan Jones 
30th Kevin Colman 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
18th John & Debbie Linder 
23rd Mark & Nancy Neville 
28th     Matt & Jeanette Brieske 
 

PRAYER REQUEST 

Please keep the following people in your thoughts 
and prayers. Margaret Campbell (Pneumonia), 
Diana’s mother Dona, and her Aunt Gail in SD 
(recovering from a stroke), Pray for all who are ill, in 
the hospital for physical and/or mental ailments, 
and all medical staff, caretakers & hospice workers. 
Pray for our awesome caretaker and shepherd, 
Pastor Greg, for all he does to counsel those in need. 
He is gifted in this area and has been working 
overtime this past year praying with those sick, 
dying and with those grieving. We also give you 
praise for wife and partner in ministry, Dona, for all 
she does. 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

APRIL 2021 

WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE HELD 

OUTDOORS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
(Subject to change) 

Services can also be viewed via Gloria Dei 

Facebook page and our website. 
WEBSITE 

www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org 
FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria
http://www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria
http://www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org/


Our Deepest Sympathy and prayers to Marian Beall and 
family as they grieve the passing of beloved husband, 
father & grandfather, Maynard Beall. Maynard went to 
his heavenly home on February 26, 2021. A memorial 
service was held at Gloria Dei Lutheran on March12, 
2021. Pastor Greg officiated. 
 

Maynard ‘Bud’ Beall, 76, of 
Santa Maria passed away 
peacefully on Friday, 
February 26th at Marian 
Medical Center. Maynard 
was born August 4th, 1944 
in Santa Maria to Ivan and 
Geraldine Beall. Maynard 
graduated from Santa 
Maria High School in 1962 
and married Janice Hicks in 

1964. He opened his first gas station in 1965, and in 
1970 purchased the Mobil station on 1038 E. Main 
Street from Ron Maas. Maynard was proud to be a 
Mobil dealer for over 25 years. 
He lived all of his life in Santa Maria and loved his 
community. Maynard was a Masonic Past Master, 
president of the Santa Maria Shriners, member of 
the Santa Maria Elks, and a member of the Gloria 
Dei Church. Maynard lived a life full of love, giving, 
and helping others. He was known for cooking great 
Santa Maria style BBQ and using his gift of BBQ to 
help and celebrate local veterans, youth sports, 
families and children in need, and the California 
Highway Patrol. We are so incredibly grateful to 
have had such a loving, giving, and supportive 
father, grandfather, brother, uncle and husband. 
Our father was put on Earth to give and to help 
others. It was his purpose and we thank God for the 
gift of his life and all the time we were able to spend 
with him. 
Maynard is survived by his loving wife of 25 years 
Marian Beall, daughter and son-in-law Erin and Ken 
Maas, sons Eric and Darren Beall, four grandchildren 
Ryan, Lauren, and Lindsey Maas, Harrison Beall, 
brother Gerald Beall and sister and brother in law 
Dan and Etha Wristen. Niece and nephews Mathew 
Beall, Stephen Beall, Marlene Beall, Deanne Crowell, 
Danny and Duane Wristen, Rodney Hicks, Cori Hicks, 
Scot Hicks, Kristen Hicks, Stephany Hicks. 
 
 

Our Sympathy and prayers to Carole Persons and family 
as they grieve the passing of beloved husband, father & 
grandfather, Chet Persons. Chet went to his heavenly 
home on March 5, 2021. A memorial service for family 
was held at Gloria Dei on March 19th. Pastor Greg 
officiated.  
 
Chester “Chet” Persons, 84, 
passed away March 5th, 2021, 
in Santa Maria, CA, after a brief 
illness. His love for life, skiing, 
dirt bikes, golf, and a good 
beer was only surpassed by his 
love for his family as a 
husband, father, grandfather, 
and great grandfather. 
Chet was born on April 15th, 
1936, in Mankato, MN. After 
growing up and going to high 
school in Mankato, he joined the United States Air Force 
and was stationed in Biloxi, MS, and Warner Robins, GA, 
from 1955-1959. While in Biloxi, he married Carole Ryan, 
a fellow Mankatan and the finest woman ever produced 
by Mankato, on July 12th, 1955. Later, he would continue 
to serve his country with 17 years of service in the Naval 
Reserves and retired from the military after a total of 21 
years of service to his country. 
After his service in the USAF, Chet and his young family 
moved to California. In 1962, he started work with 
Lockheed Martin at Vandenberg Air Force Base. He 
worked in the computer field with Lockheed Martin and 
continued until his retirement in 1996. After retirement, 
Chet and Carole moved to Steamboat Springs, CO, from 
1996 to 2012, following a passion for skiing and the great 
outdoors.  
Chet loved the outdoors, and his hobbies were many 
over the years.  He dug for clams in Pismo Beach, dove 
for abalone at Shell Beach, and loved to golf, tear around 
on dirt bikes, and ski.  
Chet’s biggest priority was his family. He leaves an 
incredible legacy to his loving wife of 65 years, Carole, 
three children: Vicci (Dave Yerger) Persons, Kelley 
Persons, and Corey (Kim) Persons; his grandchildren 
Nicholle and Brandon Renshaw, Daniel Yerger, Amber 
Elmore, Ethan, Paige, and Riley Persons, Beth (Charlie) 
Johnson and Katie (Dave) Diggs; and 8 great-
grandchildren. They carry on his memory every day, and 
the world was made a better place for his presence in it 
and is a sadder place with his absence. Chet’s life will be 
remembered as one full of happiness, humor, and 
integrity. He served his family, his community, and his 
nation, and serves as a true hero and role model for the 
rest of us! He is and will be dearly missed.



FUN FACTS FOR A PANDEMIC 
Part Eleven 

 
Yardi Gras: 
Last year’s Mardi Gras celebrations in New Orleans were a COVID-19 super-spreader event, so this year the city made the 
choice to cancel the revelry that marks the last day before Lent. Instead many residents decorated their homes in the 
elaborate style of traditional parade floats and threw beads and trinkets from their attic windows and balconies to 
neighbors passing on the street. More than 3,000 homes participated. “It’s all so organic and spontaneous,” one resident 
said. “Just like the spirit of “New Orleans” (Washington Post, February 15). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Baby Bust: 
When the pandemic began, experts assumed stay-at-home orders would lead to a 2021 baby boom. Usually when people 
hunker down after a natural disaster, there’s a spike in birth rates nine months later. In the pandemic, the opposite has 
turned out to be true, and birth rates have continued to decline. Contributing factors may include stress, economic 
instability, and a general lack of confidence in the future. 
 
 
Cross Generational Friendship: 
A volunteer and senior living in St. Paul have formed a friendship through the pandemic. Nick Dyer, founder of a volunteer 
network called Rosewater Service Corps, picks up groceries for Barbara Matthews, 90. One day after seeing Matthews 
waving from the window, Dyer realized he was there to offer more than just groceries.  “It’s companionship,” Dyer said. 
In conversations through a window Dyer learned how Matthews lived through the bombing of London in WWII. “I realize 
now in these times of the pandemic, I think this often brings out the best in people,” Matthews said. 
 
 
Out House Scare:  
An Alaskan woman got quite a scare when she sat down on an outhouse toilet and was bitten by a bear. Shannon Stevens 
had been snowmobiling with her brother when she visited the outhouse. “Something bit my butt right as I sat down,” 
Stevens said. Her brother, Erik, heard her scream and ran to her aid. “I opened the toilet seat and there’s just a bear face 
right there,” he said. The bear may have turned the little-used outhouse into a den. An Alaskan wildlife official said Steven 
“could be the only person on earth that this has ever happened to.” 
 
 
Safe Spaces: 
In a series asking 14 experts to reflect on the biggest lessons of the pandemic, Catherine Pakaluk, associate professor of 
research and economic thought at the Catholic University of America, cites a sobering statistic: American adults age 65 
and older are 23 times more likely to die from COVID-19 if they live in a long-term care facility instead of at home with 
family. She says, “The very best place for our elderly to live – now and always is where they are loved.” She concludes: “I 
am persuaded that we will all be better off – young and old alike – if we can willingly adopt lifestyles that involve the daily 
bodily care of those who once bodily cared for us.” This will require reorienting society to value care work in concrete 
ways, she says, including flexible work arrangements, family leave, and tax credits for caregivers. (America, February 15) 



Ma’s Vaccination Celebration: 
Last week a group of people in Pittsfield, Mass., got an extra dose of delight with their 
vaccines Yo-Yo Ma, 65 was waiting out the 15 minute observation time in a college 
gym after his second shot, and he had brought his cello. The world-renowned cellist 
began to play – Schubert’s “Ava Maria,” then Bach’s Prelude in G Major – while 
workers and the newly inoculated listened, rapt. “Everybody just went quiet,” said 
lead nurse Leslie Drager. Afterward, Ma stood and placed his hand on his heart while 
the group applauded and snapped photos. “It just brought the whole room together,” 
said nurse Hilary Bashara. “It was so healing.” 
 
 
 
Vaccine Angels: 
Every night, Benjamin Kagan logs on to his computer, navigating confusing websites and time slots to lock in a vaccine 
appointment for an elder in the Chicago area. After signing up his own grandparents, the 14-year-old Kagan realized how 
many others needs similar help and started Chicago Vaccine Angels. His group of volunteers have secured some 370 
appointments, and he personally has signed up 119 people for shots. “He’s one amazing young man,” said 70-year-old 
Lisa Lorentzen, who will be able to attend her daughter’s wedding thanks to Kagan’s help getting a vaccine appointment. 
 
 
DNA Shaker: 
In a surprise twist, two co-workers who always joked about being sisters recently found out that they are truly biological 
siblings. In 2013, Cassandra Madison worked at a bar in New Haven, Conn., where she met Julia Tinetti. The two hit it off 
and noticed many similarities – including the fact that they were both from the Dominion Republic and adopted. “We 
actually bought shirts one day that said, “I’m the big sister,” “I’m the little sister,” Madison said. Then in January, Madison 
finally convinced Tinetti to take the 23 and Me DNA test to find her family. The results shocked them both. “I’m her family,” 
Madison said. “Same mom, same Dad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheep Rescue: 
A runaway sheep who spent many years in the Australian 
bush has been recused and shorn of 78 pounds of wool. 
Named Baarack by his rescuers, the rogue sheep was 
discovered wandering in rugged terrain, with so much wool 
that he struggled to remain upright and could barely see. He 
was taken to an animal shelter and finally shorn of his 
burden. “We truly believe that he understands what we 
have done for him has eased his life and turned it for the 
better,” said a shelter spokesperson.  
 



 

SWCA SYNOD SPRING MULTI-CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14TH - 6:00 - 7:30 P.M. 

GUEST SPEAKER: ELLE DOWD 
 

Elle Dowd (she/her/hers) is a bi-furious 

recent graduate of the Lutheran School of 

Theology at Chicago and a candidate for 

ordained ministry in the ELCA. She has 

pieces of her heart in Sierra Leone, where 

her two children were born, and in St. 

Louis where she learned from the radical, 

queer, Black leadership during 

the Ferguson Uprising. She currently works 

as a community organizer with the Faith 

and Justice Collective and SOUL, writes 

regularly for the Disrupt Worship Project, 

and facilitates workshops on gender and 

sexuality and the Church in both secular 

conferences and Christian spaces. Her 

book Baptized in Tear Gas: From White 

Moderate to Abolitionist will be released 

August 2021. 

 

Ellle Dowd is the only white writer I have ever encountered in 

this weird space of progressive Christianity talking to her cousins 

about their sin of racism who isn't making a dime from her book-

-100 percent of every dime she makes off this book goes back 

to the community she learned from. That's the best--but far from 

the only--reason to listen to her or buy this book. - Lenny 

Duncan, author of United States of Grace and Dear Church 

 

All members of the synod are invited as the nine conferences of the Southwest 

California Synod convene together at the Spring Multi-Conference Assembly, which will 

take place virtually on Wednesday April 14 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

After gathering and prayer, participants will divide into breakout rooms with their 

conferences to meet with their Deans, conduct conference elections, and any other 

conference business. Following the Conference Gatherings, the group will meet 

together for a special program with guest speaker, Elle Dowd (information above). 
 

In this plenary gathering, we will have opportunity to engage with an important matter 

that is daily before us in our streets, our neighborhoods, and in the news, and to do so 

through the lenses of our faith as the baptized children of God. Please register ASAP for 

this Multi-Conference Spring Assembly and a time for moral and theological 

deliberation. 
 

To register for this event, copy and paste the link below to your web browser. 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehrks82u367ced8b&oseq

=&c=&ch= 
 

 

https://www.lstc.edu/
https://www.lstc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithandJusticeCollective/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithandJusticeCollective/
http://www.soulinchicago.org/?fbclid=IwAR2z2Z3Sw767jxSFH0AHqJ7cC3E0Ly_DlBKb8d6kDgplcNMBsSW_AzgzWi8
https://www.disruptworshipproject.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Baptized-Tear-Gas-Moderate-Abolitionist/dp/1506470424/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=elle+dowd&qid=1616801795&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Baptized-Tear-Gas-Moderate-Abolitionist/dp/1506470424/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=elle+dowd&qid=1616801795&sr=8-1


To the People of the Southwest California 

Synod of the ELCA, 

 

This year, we will gather as the Southwest 

California Synod as never before—

completely virtually. It will be different. You 

won’t greet fellow synod leaders in the hall 

or during the breaks. You will be responsible 

for your own coffee and snacks. And you’ll 

have to stretch your legs as you walk 

around your own office or living room. But 

no matter the format, we will gather—in 

mind, body and spirit, through the wonders 

of the internet “for such a time as this.” 

 

Much of our business will be the same 

important work: receiving annual reports, 

adopting a budget, electing folks to serve 

in numerous positions throughout the synod, 

etc. We pray that you will be encouraged 

and inspired by the work we’ve been doing 

together as the people of God in this place 

and that you will be enriched and 

energized by the time shared 

together.(And it’s our goal that this isn’t just 

another Zoom that you have to navigate 

and endure.) 

 

Our foremost piece of business will be to 

elect the next Bishop of the Southwest 

California Synod. We are already in the 

process of collecting pre-nominations 

through March 26. Please visit the synod 

website for the appropriate form to submit 

a pre-nomination. However, our first ballot 

will be an ecclesiastical one that allows for 

a nomination by a registered voting 

member for any ordained clergy in good 

standing in the ELCA. We continue to pray 

that this process would bring forth leaders 

who are gifted and called “for such a time 

as this.” 

 

We are grateful for this opportunity to 

gather together—to worship our Great 

God, celebrate the ministry we share, and 

dream together about the work God calls 

us to in the future. 

 

Please note: the deadline for registration is 

Friday, May 7. Please register early as soon 

as possible! 

 

The Rev. Nikki Fielder, Synod Assembly Chair 
 
 

Laura Krueger is currently serving as a 

council representative for the Central Coast 

Conference. Laura will attend the assembly 

along with Steve Soderquist and Mary 

Bankert who were elected by Gloria Dei to 

be our voting members at the Synod 

Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL HUMOR 

Easter Reflections, 2004 A.D. 
 
On their beloved TV comedy show, Gracie Allen once 
cautioned George Burns: “never place a period where 
God has placed a comma.” 

-via Felix A. Lorenz, Jr., Northville, MI 
 
 

Pete Rose has yet to calculate the odds of Jesus’ 
Resurrection, but an Oxford University philosophy 
professor has, and figures them as high as 97%. Prof. 
Richard Swinburne, using a complex probability theory 
developed by 18th century English clergyman Thomas 
Bayes, included New Testament eye-witness 
testimonials in his probability calculations, according 
to the New York Times. 
 

 
“Worship is the most appropriate response that can be 
made to Resurrection.”          -Eugene H. Peterson 
 

 
“The joy of Easter, the joy of faith, is not just a spiritual 
joy; it is the joy of the whole person, body and soul, 
and it is a cosmic joy.” 

-Louis Bouyer, via The Carillon, Arcade, NY 
 
 

“Life eternal! Heav’n rejoices; Jesus lives who once 
was dead. “Shout with joy, O deathless voices! Child of 
God lift up your head!” 

-Hymn of Joy, William J. Irons, 1883 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The early Christians ignored the danger of 
death…they never noticed how many were against 
them, nor the power nor the strength nor wisdom 
of their enemies. Their power was greater than all 
of that: theirs was the power of Him who had died 
on the cross and risen again.” 

-St. John Chrysostom, Constantinople,407 A.D. 
 

 

A Place for Laughter in Prayer. 
 
In his Methodist Church’s Bible study group, JN 
consulting editor Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft of Dover, DE, 
reported that the group used as a study guide the book 
More Parables from the Back Side by J. Ellsworth Kalas. 
Kalas presents the parables as a source of laughter and 
also says, “I believe there’s a place for laughter in 
prayer.” Kalas reports: “In the first third of the 20th 
century, one of America’s favorite Bible teachers was 
Rev. Rollin Walker. Many years later, when I was a pastor 
in Cleveland, some of my older members still delighted 
in recalling their college days in Walker’s classes at Ohio 
Wesleyan University. “Sometimes Walker would pause in 
the middle of his prayer to laugh at something he found 
amusing and that he no doubt thought God found 
amusing, too. “Personally, I like it. If prayer is an 
expression of our friendship with God, it ought surely to 
include more than appeals and repentance, and 
adoration. Prayer ought to have its moments of 
exuberance that burst into laughter.”  
“Then our mouth was filled with laughter.” (Psalm 126:2)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-From the JoyfulNoiseletter.com© 
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OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Coast Conf. 
Clergy   (ZOOM) 
9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
Holy Humor Sunday 
& Spring Conf. 
Assembly at 
Gloria Dei 
 
 
 
2 EASTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Council  
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Synod Spring 
Assembly (Zoom) 
6:00 – 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 EASTER 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

OUTSIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 
 
Drive through 
Communion 
2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
4 EASTER 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:00 pm 

  



 

Our Mission Statement: To Know God, Love God, Serve God 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

4380 Orcutt Road 

Santa Maria, CA 93455 

(805) 937-3905 

Pastor: Greg J. Kintzi 

 

Email: gloria.dei@verizon.net 

Website: gloria-dei-elcasam.org 
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
 

APRIL 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                              To find us on Facebook go to: https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 

A Look at What’s Inside 

 
Pastor Greg’s Message  1-2 
Birthdays/Anniversaries/   
Prayers & Announcements  3-4 
Pandemic Fun Facts  5-6 
Synod News  7-8 
Humor  9 
April Calendar  10 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE HELD 

OUTDOORS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
(Subject to change) 

Services can also be viewed via Gloria Dei 

Facebook page and our website. 
WEBSITE 

www.gloria-dei-elcasm.org 
FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria
https://www.facebook.com/gloriadeisantamaria

