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Recently, I had the oil changed in my pickup. A part of the oil change routine is that one of the service
technicians washed the windows on my truck. I happened to glance up and see the individual doing this and
thought to myself, “Oh, that’s nice…but they weren’t that dirty.” Shortly after that my name was called, I paid
my bill, and headed out into the day. As I drove away from the business I began to sense that something was
different…there’s not so many spots that I’m looking through on the windshield and I could see things a bit
more clearly. Wow, it just made things seem a little brighter.
Now understand, the windshield wasn’t mud covered, like you see on some pickups around town. However, I
realize there were a lot of bug splatters and just some acquired grime on the windshield that builds up over
time. All of that was simply adding a “layer” to what I was looking through as I drove my truck and it altered
my perspective slightly as I looked out the window. I also began to realize that the “crude” on my windshield
had simply become “normal” to my perspective. I just got used to it always being there.
We all have a lens through which we see the world. You might be thinking…”But Keith, I don’t wear glasses.
So, I don’t see through a lens.” Well, that may be true (concerning glasses), yet I still believe that whether or
not we wear corrective lenses, we all see through a “lens” of one type or another. We see through the lens of
our experiences. We see through the lens of beliefs and traditions. We see through the lens of our education.
We see through the lens of our relationships. We see through the lens of what we value and what is
important to us. We see through the lens of our economic or financial status. We see through the lens of
what “makes sense” to us. I could go on and on, but I’m guessing you get the point I’m making
Jesus, through his teaching, stories, attitudes, and actions, was really good at holding up a mirror to help
people see the lenses they were seeing through. Sometimes this made people feel uncomfortable, sometimes
it made them angry, in some circumstances it caused people to feel joy or relief because they realized that
Jesus didn’t see them the way they saw themselves. Part of what makes Jesus and our Christian Faith unique
and special is that it provides a different lens to see through than our culture or world tends to offer.
So, for just a moment today I want us all to consider the question, “What is the lens you see through?” And
please understand that some lenses are good, important, and necessary. I’d be in big trouble without my
eyeglasses, and my Christian Faith, helping me see more clearly!! What are the lenses that we see through?
Do any of those lenses need cleaning? Do any need to be replaced? Do any need to be adjusted or even
strengthened? These are good questions to ask ourselves as we all seek to see more clearly the world, our
God, and the people who are around us.
Serving Together,

Pastor Keith
Summer is quickly slipping by! Get out and enjoy these days. Pastor Jerry will be preaching and leading
worship this Sunday as we continue on our Summer Road Trip through the New Testament book of Acts.
“Recalculating” is the theme for the message. Yes, even the early church had to deal with course changes.
Worship is at 9:30. Communion will be offered.

