
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 23, 2018 Stewardship Presence: 
9:45 a.m. – 108 
Tithes and Gifts:   General:       $3,292.20 
                                Building:          $230.00 
                                     Total:       $3,522.20 
 
This Week At New Hope: 

Sunday  
9/30 

Monday  
10/1 

Tuesday  
10/2 

Wednesday  
10/3 

Thursday 
10/4 

Friday 
10/5 

Saturday 
10/6 

9:45 a.m.  
     Worship 

1:00 p.m.  
     Women’s     
     Bible Study 
1:30 p.m. 
     Mary    
     Martha 
6:00 p.m.  
     Pastor  
     Parish 
7:00 p.m.  
     Women’s   
     Bible Study 
NEWSLETTER   
  DUE DATE! 

7:30 a.m.   
     Promise  
     Keepers  
@St. Michael’s 
9:30 a.m.   
     Crafts 
5:30 p.m.   
     Men’s  
     Emmaus 
6:00 p.m.  
     Men’s  
     Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. “Covering  
     the Book” Bible Study 
3:00 p.m.  Praise Too  
     Practice 
3:20 p.m.  Kingdom Kids 
3:45 p.m.  Tech ‘n Check 
4:30 p.m.  Choir 
5:30 p.m.  Wednesday  
     Night Supper 
6:00 p.m.  Uncommon  
     Worship 

4:30 p.m.      
Faithfully 
Fit Class 

  

 
October Birthdays and Anniversaries: 
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  3rd – Carolyn Young  5th- Carl McQueen 6th – McKenzie Yeakey, Kaitlyn Wiederhold 7th – Nancy 
Santer, Ruth Humphrey 10th - Alyshia Norris 11th – Mary Hollenbeck 14th – Darlene Dargitz 16th – Yulanda 
Bellinger, Danny Jacobson 18th – Betty Hixson 19th – Doris Ratcliffe 20th – Gail McKay 22nd – Beverly 
Rothenberger 27th – Doris Miller, Roy Snyder 30th – Brian Powell, Carolyn Guy, Gerry Herrmann 
Anniversaries:  5th – Ron and Nancy Randall 7th – Greg and Laura Jehnzen 8th – Chris and Jennifer Allen 30th – 
Jim and Nancy Lowry 
 
Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
October Is Pastor Appreciation Month - We would like to invite the congregation to a cake/Coffee hour on 
Sunday, October 21st, following the Worship Service.  Please join us in thanking Pastor Greg and AnnMarie for 
their dedication and hard work at New Hope.  
Today is Apple Pie Sunday!  Don’t forget to pick up the apple pies that you ordered.  They will be in the 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

 
Remus Farm & Garden 

Remus, MI 
 

Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 
Sunday bulletin 

October Administrative Meetings: 
 
  Pastor Parish – Mon., Oct. 1, 6:00 p.m. 
  Nominations – Mon., Oct. 8, 7:00 p.m. 
                           - Mon., Oct. 15, 7:00 p.m. 
  Finance –– Wed., Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m.      
  Trustees – Wed., Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. 
  Church Council – Thurs., Oct. 18, 7:00 p.m.     
  Staff Meeting – Mon., October 22, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Wednesday Night Dinner - October 3 – 5:30 p.m. 

Pork Steak Patty 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Carrots   

Dessert – Beverage 
Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



fellowship hall after the 9:45 service.  Thank you for supporting Faith Circle. 
Kingdom Kids – All items on the Kingdom Kids Wishlist have been fulfilled!  A big thank you to all those who 
have given, and for all those who are volunteering for Kingdom Kids a big thank you!! 
Church Conference - Our church conference this year will be 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 28, 2018. At church 
conferences, everyone has voice, but only church members (18 years and older) have the added responsibility 
of voting.  Unlike previous years, this will take place at the Heritage United Methodist Church in Pierson, 
Michigan (19931 West Kendaville Rd, Pierson, MI 49339, 231-937-4310 umcheritage.org) instead of New 
Hope.  We will be leaving the church at 1 p.m. if you wish to carpool. Please be there before that time if 
possible. Any questions, please see Pastor Greg. 
Operation Christmas Child - Answered prayers – One Christmas, an 8-year-old girl named Felisha on the island 
of Trinidad received a shoebox gift packed with a doll, stationery, colorful socks, and a teddy bear.  “I didn’t 
know anything about Jesus because I had never been to church before, so I was really curious,” Felicia said.  As 
a result of her shoebox gift, she began attending church in a neighboring village with a friend. When her sister 
received a shoebox gift a following year, her father said, “I was amazed at the love I saw in those boxes.”  
Since then, each member of their family has accepted Christ as their personal Savior. Together, they worked to 
plant a church in their hometown—aptly named Hardbargain.  Felisha knows that her shoebox was more than 
a collection of toys and useful items: “It made me learn about God, it helped start this church, and it changed 
my life.”  Felisha is among countless children whose lives have been changed forever through the power of 
God’s love, demonstrated through simple gifts.  -from Samaritan's Purse website 
Clothes are very welcome and fun to receive in the shoeboxes.  Keeping in mind the age of the child, consider 
for girls shirts and pants, a pillowcase dress (loose fitting sundress), underwear, flip-flops, hat/scarf/mittens, 
sunglasses, tote bag/purse, hair bows, hair accessories (hair clips, hair ribbons, elastic hair bands, etc.), 
friendship bracelets (woven with yarn or embroidery thread) decorative hat, wrist watch, or bead 
jewelry/bead kit.  For boys, you might include shirts and pants, underwear, shoes and socks, flip-flops, wrist 
watch, hat/scarf/mittens, sunglasses, bandanna.  We tend to think of the shoeboxes going to tropical places.  
Many do, but not all of them and tropical areas get surprisingly chilly when the sun sets.  Hats, sweaters, and 
mittens will be welcome! 
Second Saturday Munch Bunch - The Second Saturday Munch Bunch will meet for dinner on Saturday, 
October 13 at 5 pm at Northern Trails Grill in Newaygo.  To get to Northern Trails, head south on US131 and 
take Exit 118 for M-82 toward Newaygo/ Howard City.  Turn right onto M-82W (heading for Newaygo) and go 
about 5 miles.  Northern Trails will be on the left.   The Second Saturday Munch Bunch is open to everyone in 
the church and is a great way to get to know other people.  We usually meet at a restaurant the second 
Saturday of each month for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Come enjoy a great meal, conversation, and 
fellowship!  There is a sign-up board located in the Narthex by the pastor’s office.    Any questions, please call 
Laura Hall at 231-972-7000.  
Light the Church - The cost of lighting New Hope is approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light 
the Church for a Week, you would pay that amount and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an 
important date – birthday, anniversary etc. which would be shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, 
please indicate on your giving envelope or check that it is for “Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light 
Shine” Matthew 5:16  
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY NAMES NEEDED - On Sunday, November 4, we're going to remember the saints who 
have passed on before us.  Who is a saint?  Well, a saint can be any person of faith who helped us in our faith. 
We're not looking for perfect people, but those in our family who have meant the most to us who are now 
enjoying God's eternal promises. As in previous years, we will two lists available. The first list will have the 
names of those who have passed in the last year (November 2017-October 2018). These names will be read 
and a candle lit for them on November 4th. The second list, of those saints who have passed before last year, 
will be printed in the bulletin and will be remembered together as a group on November 4th. In order for the 
names to be read and to have them in the bulletin, please have them into the church office by Sunday, 
October 21st. 



   from your pastor’s  
point of view   9-30-18 

 
 

WRITING OUR OWN STORY USING PAUL’S MODEL (Acts 26:4-27) 

(Answer the questions and then you’ll get your witness!) 

 

BC - BEFORE CHRIST   

1. Where were you spiritually before receiving Christ, and how did that affect you—your feelings, attitudes, 

actions and relationships? (For those who became Christians as young  children, you may not have much BC 

history to talk about, so start with the next question.) 

 
 

2. What caused you to begin considering God/Christ as a solution to your needs? 

 
 

CONVERSION (DAY 1)  

3. What realization did you come to that finally motivated you to receive Christ? 

 
 

4. Specifically, how did you receive Christ? If it wasn’t a one-time thing, when did you first  make known 

publicly your faith in Jesus Christ? 

 
 

AD - AFTER CHRIST  

5. How did your life begin to change after you trusted Christ? 

 
 

6. What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian? (Especially those  

 benefits that would relate to others who have not received Christ.) 

 
 
 
 



   from your pastor’s  
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Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is 
handy after the service if you’d like 
to say hi, ask questions, check-in,  
or just share comments. They are 

normally at the front of the worship 
space so that a conversation is 

easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 

WITNESSING QUIZ - True or False? 
 

1. _____ My spiritual story is not  
     important to anyone.  
2. _____ People are interested and can  
     relate to my story. 
3. _____ People can argue with my own  
     spiritual story. 
4. _____ The BC in the first handle of my 
     Spiritual story stands for    
     “before Christmas.” 
5. _____ In the last handle of my  
     Spiritual story, AD stands for  
     “Anno-Domini” / after Christ. 
6. _____ My conversion handle should  
     contain as many Scriptures as 
     humanly possible. 
7. _____ New Hope Church expects its  
     members to keep their faith  
     stories to themselves. 
8. _____ Faith sharing is a gift reserved  
     for some Christians, not all.  
9. _____ Stress and receptivity have   
     nothing to do with a person’s 
     willingness to accept Christ. 
10. ____ Knowing & understanding    
     people in my immediate area 
     will help me witness to them. 
 

1-F, 2-T, 3-F, 4-F, 5-T, 6-F, 7-F, 8-F, 9-F, 10-T 
 

 

“Developing the Habit of Witness” (2 Timothy 1:7-8)   
All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 

Intro  
 

 Your story’s important because it is your witness. 
 No one can say it didn’t happen that way. 
 And people have experiences just like yours.  
 
I – Always Being Prepared…. 

 

 I Peter 3:15 says it clearly, “But in your hearts set apart 
 Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
 everyone who asks you, to give the reason for the hope 
 that you have.” 
 
II – Easiest Way PG Has Found! (see worksheet) 

  

 What were you like before you accepted Christ? (B.C.) 
   (what issues did you have, what experiences) 
 

 What made you finally decided to accept Christ? (Day 1) 
   (found the right church, a person witnessed to me) 
 

 How has your life been different since?  (A.D.) 
   (what has changed in your life because of Christ) 
 
III – Dealing With the Doubters! – Don’t Get Defensive.  

 

 Know the truth and it will set you free! Study!   
 Be empathetic with gentleness and respect.  
 Always bring the conversation back to believing in faith!    
 

 The Case for Faith, Lee Strobel (& other “Case For” books) 
 Reason to Believe, R.C. Sproul 
 More than a Carpenter, Josh McDowell 
 Know Why You Believe, Paul Little 
 

Bottom Line – We have nothing to fear! (2 Timothy 1:7-8) 

cell/text: 989-621-7782 
office: 231-972-2838 

email: pastorgreg.ncd 
@gmail.com 
 
 

   
   

 
 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE, 
FAULTLESS TRUTH, AND 

TREMENDOUS LOVE 
 

UPCOMING MESSAGES – 9:45 am (starting Sept. 2 only one service) 
 

 “Exploration” Message Series - thru November 25 
 

Starting September 12, “uncommon” serv. starts on Wed. nights 6 pm. 
Sept 30 – “Developing the Habit of Witness” (2 Timothy 1:7-8) 
Oct 7 – “Shaped with Spiritual Gifts” (I Corin. 12:1-7, Romans 12:6-8) 
Oct 14 – “Shaped with our Heart & Abilities” (James 1:16-22) 
Oct 21 – Shaped with our Personality” (1 Cor. 12:14-18, 2 Peter 1:3-7) 
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