
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship Presence: 
1/20 - 9:45 a.m. – 77 
 
Tithes and Gifts:                         
             General:       $1,796.62                    
             Building:            $70.00                          
             Total:            $1,866.62 
 
 
This Week At New Hope: 
 

Sunday  
1/27 

Monday  
1/28 

Tuesday  
1/29 

Wednesday  
1/30 

Thursday  
1/31 

Friday 
2/1 

Saturday 
2/2 

 
9:45 a.m.  
Worship 

 
following 
Worship 

Bible Study  
 

6:00 p.m. 
Hebrews    

Word     
Study 

 

 
6:00 p.m. 
Women’s 

Bible Study 

 
9:30 a.m.  
Craft Day 

 
3:00 p.m.  
Praise Too 

 
3:45 p.m. 

Tech-N-Check 
 

4:30 p.m. 
Choir 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Men’s Emmaus 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

 

 
10:00 a.m. 

“Covering the 
Book” Bible 

Study 
 

3:20 p.m. 
Kingdom Kids 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Night Supper 

 
6:30 p.m.  

Uncommon 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries this week:  
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  29th – Dan Houts; 30th – Leroy Gibbons; 2nd - Jess Hollenbeck 
Anniversaries:  29th – Jerry and Vivian Smith, 30th Cecil and Karen Woodruff 
 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

 
Jeff Trucking Inc. 

Sears, MI 
 

Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 
Sunday bulletin 

 
Administrative Meetings: 

Worship 1st Tuesdays @ 2:00 p.m. 
Pastor Parish – 1st Mondays @ 5:00 p.m. 

Finance 2nd Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 
Trustees 3rd Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 

Church Council 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m. 
Staff Meeting 4th Mondays @6:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner – January 30 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
Chili 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 
Dessert and Beverage 

Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
 

            2018 Giving Statements are available at the information desk!   
Please pick up yours today! 

Any issues or questions, please contact Annette Coles (231-912-0893 or acoles@mecostacounty.org).  
Statements can be mailed to snowbirds at any address they request. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HIXSONS FAMILY MARKET RECEIPTS - 
Please save your receipts and bring them in! In the fellowship hall, there is a container for your Hixson receipts 
by the ministry drop-off area just to the left as you enter the hall. The United Methodist Women use the 
proceeds of this fundraiser for their ongoing service projects that support the New Hope mission of loving 
God, loving others, and serving. 
 
Light the Church – 
The cost of lighting New Hope is approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light the Church for a 
Week, you would pay that amount and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an important date – 
birthday, anniversary etc. which would be shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, please indicate on 
your giving envelope or check that it is for “Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light Shine” Matthew 5:16 
 
"Recalculating…"   
Redeemer United Methodist Church in DeWitt, Michigan, presents the one-eighty turnaround church 
conference, encouraging pastors and church leaders to face change with faith and unity. It will be held 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 from 8:30am - 4:30pm.   
“This will be our 11th year offering this "one-of-a-kind" Turnaround Teaching Conference. We believe, more 
than ever, in offering hope and practical help to local churches who will risk change.  
Our Team, here at Redeemer, is experienced in the strategy of turning churches around, in coaching pastors 
and church leaders in making needed changes, and we are passionate about offering you tried and tested 

methods that you can implement in your context. 
This year's focus is "Recalculating…" And we've also invited 
Rev. Debbie Thomas and Dr. Brad Kalajainen to lead a 
General Session. You won’t want to miss these great 
presentations from Pastors who are leading through 
change! 
I encourage you to personally recruit some of your lay 
leaders to come with you. Encourage your church to help 
pay the costs. You will be grateful that you did. Catch the 
vision of building a culture of disciples who make disciples.   
- Rod Kalajainen, Pastor” 

 
 
Second Saturday Munch Bunch - The Second Saturday Munch Bunch will meet for dinner on Saturday, 
February 9 at 5 pm at the Blue Lake Tavern.    The Second Saturday Munch Bunch is open to everyone in the 
church and is a great way to get to know other people.  We usually meet at a restaurant the second Saturday 
of each month for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Come enjoy a great meal, conversation, and fellowship!  There 
is no obligation to going every second Saturday—come when you are able to!  If you have never attended one 
of our outings, why not try us!   There is a sign-up board located in the Narthex by the pastor’s office.    Any 
questions, please call Laura Hall at 231-972-7000. 
 

mailto:acoles@mecostacounty.org


 
Benevolence/Joyful Noise - The Benevolence/Joyful Noise offering for December was $210.50.  We assisted 
three families in the amount of $641.34.  May God continue to bless you, and the members of our 
congregation, for your generosity to this mission and ministry.    
In Christ’s Service, Nancy Karcher 
 
A bus tour to visit the Creation Museum and Ark in Kentucky is planned for April 25-27. Sally Andrews of 
Reed City UMC arranged for a trip to see these two exhibits after interest was expressed by parishioners there. 
The Creation Museum is in Petersburg, Ky., and opened in May 2007. It offers indoor and outdoor exhibits on 
creation including a planetarium. The Ark Encounter which opened in July 2016, is about 45 miles from the 
Creation Museum. It contains 132 bays to demonstrate how animals were transported during the flood, and 
includes a petting zoo. 
The bus will leave from Reed City UMC and travel the first day down to Kentucky. On Friday, April 26, the 
group will visit both museums. After a second night in a Days Inn, we will return to Reed City on Saturday.  
The cost for a double-occupancy room is $300. This fee includes travel on a deluxe tour bus, two nights in the 
motel, all admission fees, two breakfasts and two other meal vouchers. A $150 deposit is required 
immediately; the balance will be due April 1. 
For a flyer which includes a registration form, email pastorkathy@reedcityumc.com. For information, call Sally 
at 231-832-9509. 
 
Michigan WCA to gather March 23 
 Mark your calendars to gather with the Michigan chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant Association on Saturday, 
March 23, 2019 at Swartz Creek United Methodist Church. The time is to be announced. The church is located 
at 7400 Miller Rd, Swartz Creek, MI 48473 and is near the intersection of I-69 and US 23. We have seating for 
250 as we gather for prayer and conversation in the aftermath of the February General Conference in St. 
Louis. 
As your state chair person, I've been meeting online 2 hours each week with leaders from all over the world to 
prepare a unified and coordinated response to the decisions of the General Conference. The WCA is in an 
excellent position. Our membership is over 130,000 and we are highly organized in every annual conference. I 
can say with confidence that a traditional, orthodox and evangelical Methodist movement has emerged to 
face the great change that is nearly upon us. We will be ready and I urge you to gather like-minded clergy and 
laity to come to Swartz Creek on March 23. 
Now is the time to encourage churches and individuals to join the WCA. You can do so online at 
wesleyancovenant.org. When you join the national organization, you automatically become a member of your 
state chapter.   
- Tom Anderson 
 
REMINDER - With the cold and snow a-blowin' on Sunday, please know that while we will always have our 
9:45 am service and that the lot should be plowed, for those who need the assistance, the ushers are willing to 
help park your car if you drive them up to the main entrance. This also goes for them icy days too. As always, 
please be safe first, keep it between the ditches, and we look forward to seeing you! 
 
During the week, if Chippewa Hills Schools close, our offices may open later, and we invite you to check with 
the leader of your group to see if it's meeting. If Chippewa Hills Schools close completely, and it's a 
Wednesday, our Wednesday night activities will be cancelled.  Any questions, please contact 231-972-2838. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Fresh Start…continued…again… 
 

 Today, we’re heading toward the last 
stop on our “fresh start” series, and it has 
everything to do with fresh attitudes, new 
beginnings, and some wineskin theology. 
 We know the story. Jesus has been 
teaching and the religious leaders that are 
most offended by that teaching are trying 
to trip up Jesus on his theology.  
 This is an impossible task, mind you, 
but they kept trying. “Oh Jesus, by the 
way, John the Baptist’s disciples fast and 
pray more than yours do. Every time we 
see them, they’re just filling their faces!”  
 But Jesus didn’t give in to their snark; 
instead, he just said, ‘They understand 
that the “new beginning” is me, & we’re 
enjoying the time we have together. 
When will you learn the same?”  
 As we finish the first month of 2019, 
may we be more like the disciples, claim-
ing our new beginning for and with Christ.  

from your pastor’s point of view  
1-27-19 

 cell or text: 989-621-7782, office: 231-972-2838 
email: pastor.newhope.mecosta@gmail.com (NEW)  

“Claiming Your New Beginning” (Luke 5:36-38) 
All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 

Intro – Definition of a new beginning: “Praise be to the 
 God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
 mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
 dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
 spoil or fade.” (1 Peter 1:3-4a)    

 We can know that Jesus is with us always!  
 (Luke 5:34-35, Hebrews 13:8) 
 
I –We claim our new beginning by thanking God!  
 

 FIRST AND ALWAYS - "Enter his gates with 
 thanksgiving, and his  courts  with praise! Give thanks 
 to him; bless his name! For the Lord is good; his 
 steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to 
 all generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5) 
 
II – We claim our new beginning by getting the right 
 whatever’s!   
 

 Philippians 4:4–8  
 
III – We claim our new beginning by “branching” off 
 what God’s love for us has started.  
 

 John 15:1-11,  I John 4:7-21 
 
Bottom Line   

 Fresh starts happen in new settings & surroundings! 
 New setting & surroundings happen when we thank 
 God, focus on the right things, and operate with and
 because of God’s love. 

Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is handy 
after the service if you’d like to say hi, 
ask questions, check-in, or just share 
comments. They are normally at the 
front of the worship space so that a 

conversation is easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING MESSAGES – Sundays, 9:45 am (and others as mentioned) 
 

“Jesus Gets Busy” Series February 3 thru March 3 
Feb. 3 – “Hometown Crowds” – Luke 4:21-30 
Feb. 10 – “Catching Fish and People” – Luke 5:1-11 
Feb. 17 – “Blessings and Woes” – Luke 6:17-26 
Feb. 24 – “Measuring Matters” – Luke 6:27-38 

 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE,   
FAULTLESS TRUTH,  &   
TREMENDOUS LOVE  

 “UNCOMMON” SMALL GROUP  (FOR YOUTH, 
YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG AT HEART)  

WEDS. 6:30 PM IN YOUTH  ROOM 
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