
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Presence: 
                      12/2 - 9:45 a.m. – 104 
        Tithes and Gifts:   General:       $5,101.00 
                                        Building:          $210.00 
                                             Total:       $5,311.00 
 
This Week At New Hope: 
 

Sunday  
12/9 

Monday  
12/10 

Tuesday  
12/11 

Wednesday  
12/12 

Thursday  
12/13 

Friday 
12/14 

Saturday 
12/15 

9:45 a.m.  
Worship 

 
Bible Study 
following 
Worship 

 
6:00 p.m. 
Hebrews    

Word     
Study 

1:00 p.m.  
Women’s     

Bible Study 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Women’s 

Bible Study 
 
 

7:30 a.m.   
Promise  
Keepers  

@St. Michael’s 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Crafts 

 
5:30 p.m.   

Men’s  
Emmaus 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Men’s  
Bible Study 

 

10:00 a.m. 
“Covering the 

Book” Bible Study 
 

3:20 p.m. 
Kingdom Kids 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 
Supper 

 
6:30 p.m. 

“Uncommon” 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Finance 

3:00 p.m.  
Praise Too 

 
3:45 p.m. 

Tech-N-Check 
 

4:30 p.m. 
Faithfully Fit 

  

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries in December:  
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  10th - Don Martin; 11th - Sue Reed; 13th - Logan Yeakey  
Anniversaries:  15th – Rick and Carol Vandermeer 
 
Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
 
WE NEED YOUR HIXSONS FAMILY MARKET RECEIPTS - Please save your receipts and bring them in! In the 
fellowship hall, there is a container for your Hixson receipts by the ministry drop-off area just to the left as you 
enter the hall. The United Methodist Women use the proceeds of this fundraiser for their ongoing service 
projects that support the New Hope mission of loving God, loving others, and serving. 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

 
Mohnke Funeral Home 

Big Rapids, MI 
 

Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 
Sunday bulletin 

 
December Administrative Meetings: 
  Pastor Parish – No meeting 
  Finance –– Wed., Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.      
  Trustees – No Meeting 
  Church Council – No Meeting     
  Staff Meeting – No Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner – December 12– 5:30 p.m. 
 

Chicken Nuggets 
Tator Tots 

 
Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



Light the Church – The church is being lit this week by the Tuesday Craft Group (yes, again!).  The cost of 
lighting New Hope is approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light the Church for a Week, you 
would pay that amount and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an important date – birthday, 
anniversary etc. which would be shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, please indicate on your giving 
envelope or check that it is for “Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light Shine” Matthew 5:16 
God's Helping Hands Needs Your Hands - On Friday, December 14, 11 a.m. - Volunteers are needed for food 
box loading at God's Helping Hands.  On Sunday, December 16, 11-11:30 a.m. - Volunteers are needed to help 
move food boxes so that they can be distributed from 12-2 p.m. at God's Helping Hands. 
To volunteer, please contact the church office before December 9 and Gen will call our total in. Thanks. 
[Also, please note that God's Helping Hands will be closed from December 14 - January 4.] 
"We all do our best when others are looking.  But what about when no one is watching?  That's where 
character comes in, giving us consistency when it's just between God and us.  Courage.  Discipline.  Vision.  
Endurance.  Compassion.  Self-sacrifice.  The qualities covered in this Bible study provide a foundation for 
character.  With this foundation and God's guidance, we can maintain character even when we face 
temptations and troubles." 
A new Bible study on character, "Who You Are When No One's Looking", will be starting December 9.  We will 
meet in the library following the service.  Get your cookies and coffee and join us there.  Everyone is welcome.  
For more information, contact Lois Sherwood, 989-465-7174. 
New Hope UMC Monthly Report of all Income and Expenses 
     November       YTD 
Income    **$19,845  $284,701 
Expenses       $18,605  $331,193 
Difference         $1,239   ($46,492) 
Please note that due to rounding, numbers may not add up correctly.  **The income includes some special 
Memorial giving of $1,820. 
 
Have you seen the Christmas Nativity?  Take a few minutes any time you are in the Sanctuary these next two 
weeks and visit the Nativity Village in front of the altar.  Several of our friends here at New Hope are sharing 
some of their family's favorite crèches for our enjoyment.  Some came from Africa, some are hand made by a 
member, and one is even a coconut!  If your nativity is here, and you'll be away when we remove it on Dec. 
16th, call Mary Olshewski (586-675-9538) when you return. Questions? Call Nancy Galka at 972-4244. 
Be sure to thank all those who are sharing their special part of Christmas with us, and also, the Ladies of the 
Monday Bible Study for their time and effort to present this.  We wish warm, joyful days as we celebrate the 
coming birth of our Christ, Jesus.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Benevolence/Joyful Noise – We assisted two more families at the very end of October amounting to $267.96.  
Our Benevolence offering for November was $150.70.  We have assisted five families this month for a total of 
$1,190.77.   
Please remember that you must always call the church office, (231)972-2838 M-F, 9 am – 12 noon and then 
come in during office hours to fill out a request form, show your ID and proof of your need.   
Thank you for praying and giving to this vital ministry.  In Christ’s Service, Nancy Karcher 
 
"Hallelujah! - Our loan has been approved! - On behalf of the finance team and church council, we're excited 
to announce that the Michigan Area Loan Fund has approved our refinancing and our closing will be 
happening soon. The generous giving our principal offering, our support of ministry shares, our payment 
consistency, and the unanimous approval of our church conference last Sunday was noted by the Loan Fund 
and appreciated. In the past five years, we've been able to pay down over $200,000 of this debt thanks to your 
generosity, and we're blessed to have the servant leaders who found all the numbers and got all the 
paperwork done. Praise be to God indeed." - Pastor Greg 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is handy 
after the service if you’d like to say hi, 
ask questions, check-in, or just share 
comments. They are normally at the 
front of the worship space so that a 

conversation is easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 

The Relationship Between Mary and Jesus 
 
 
 

  If we’re going to say that Christ is the start of 
Christmas, we cannot miss the role that Jesus’ mother 
played not only up to his birth, which is what we 
celebrate this time of year, but also her commitment to 
his growing up years, his ministry years, and his death 
and resurrection years.  
  From the very beginning, Mary pondered the fact 
that the child she was about to have would be her Savior 
too. The first two verses of her Spiritual song (Luke 1:46-
56) shows her deep understanding of this key moment,  
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 
lowliness of his servant.” 
  We can’t forget that Mary was also a disciple and 
possible leader in the church after Jesus ascended. Acts 
1:14 reminds us that “All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers.” 
  I guess in Mary we see all our mothers, don’t we? 
While moms make mistakes, like Mary may have done, 
we love our moms because they’re in our corner, loving 
and caring for us as only mothers can. I just know that 
when Mary passed away, Jesus was there welcoming 
her home saying, “Well done, mom…well done!”  

“Act 2: Mary and Christ” (Luke 1:26-35) 
All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 
Intro  
 You can’t have Act 2 without Mary. 
 She put Christ in Christmas literally!  
 
I – Don’t Discount Mary – She Was Chosen 
 

 God saw something in her before we knew. 
 And now we know why he choose her!  
 
II – Mary & Jesus had an intriguing bond. 
 

 Mary and Jesus had an interesting   
 relationship! 
 
III – What we learn from Mary 
 

 1 – If God calls, answer in the affirmative.  
 2 – Even what we don’t understand, God  
    knows his plan so follow him.  
 3 – Be there for family, even if they have a  
    God-complex!    
 4 – Serve as you learn. Learn as you serve.  
 5 – When all is said and done, they will call  
    you blessed. Mary was blessed, but  
    she was also a blessing. We need to  
    follow her  lead. 
 
Bottom Line – Mary new that Christmas 
started with Christ: Gabriel answered Mary,  
 

 “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
 power of the Most High will overshadow 
 you. So the holy one to be born will be 
 called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35) 

UPCOMING MESSAGES – 9:45 am 
 

 “Christmas Starts With Christ” Series thru December 30 
Dec. 16 - “Act 3: Joseph and Christ” (Matthew 1:18-23) 
Dec. 23 - “Act 4: Bethlehem and Christ” (Luke 2:1-17) 
Dec. 24 -7 p.m.- Christmas Eve - “Act 5: Jesus the Christ!” (Luke 2:8-20) 
Dec. 30 – “Final Act: Christ Our Future Hope” (Matthew 2:1-12) 

“UNCOMMON” SMALL GROUP  
(FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG AT HEART) 

JOIN US WEDS. 6:30 PM IN YOUTH ROOM 

    from your pastor’s  
 point of view 12-9-18 
 

cell/text: 989-621-7782 
office: 231-972-2838 

email: pastorgreg.ncd 
@gmail.com 
 
 

each week’s messages 
are online at: 

www.new-hope-
church.org 

 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE,  FAULTLESS 

TRUTH,  AND TREMENDOUS LOVE  
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