
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 15, 2018 Stewardship Presence: 
                      11/25 - 9:45 a.m. – 85 
        Tithes and Gifts:   General:       $2,850.50 
                                        Building:          $373.06 
                                             Total:       $3,223.56 
 
This Week At New Hope: 

Sunday  
12/2 

Monday  
12/3 

Tuesday  
12/4 

Wednesday  
12/5 

Thursday  
12/6 

Friday 
12/7 

Saturday 
12/8 

7:30 a.m.  
UMM/UMW 

Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. 

UMM/UMW 
Meetings 

 
9:45 a.m.  
Worship 

 
6:00 p.m. 
Hebrews    

Word     
Study 

12 Noon 
Mary Martha 

Christmas  
 

1:00 p.m.  
Women’s     

Bible Study 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Women’s 

Bible Study 
 
 

7:30 a.m.   
Promise  
Keepers  

@St. 
Michael’s 

 
9:30 a.m. 

Crafts 
 

5:30 p.m.   
Men’s  

Emmaus 
 

6:00 p.m.  
Men’s  

Bible Study 
 

10:00 a.m. 
“Covering the 
Book” Bible 

Study 
 

3:20 p.m. 
Kingdom Kids 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Night Supper 

 
6:30 

“Uncommon” 

3:00 p.m.  
Praise Too 

 
3:45 p.m. 

Tech-N-Check 
 

4:30 p.m. 
Faithfully Fit 

 5:00 p.m.  
“Second 

Saturday” 
Annual 

Christmas 
Potluck and 

White Elephant 
Party 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries in December:  
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  6th – Gary Martin; 10th - Don Martin; 11th - Sue Reed; 13th - Logan Yeakey; 18th – Darlene Bunker; 
21st –Rick VanderMeer; 24th – Harry Coles, Jr.; 25th – Jesus; Don Rothenberger; 27th – Mary Tutewiler 
Anniversaries:  15th – Rick and Carol Vandermeer; 22nd – Mickey and Darlene Dargitz; 23rd – Don and Nancy 
Santer 
 
Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
WE NEED YOUR HIXSONS FAMILY MARKET RECEIPTS - Please save your receipts and bring them in! In the 
fellowship hall, there is a container for your Hixson receipts by the ministry drop-off area just to the left as you 
enter the hall. The United Methodist Women use the proceeds of this fundraiser for their ongoing service 
projects that support the New Hope mission of loving God, loving others, and serving. 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

 
Preference Dental 

Mecosta, MI 
 

Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 
Sunday bulletin 

 
December Administrative Meetings: 
  Pastor Parish – No meeting 
  Finance –– Wed., Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.      
  Trustees – No Meeting 
  Church Council – No Meeting     
  Staff Meeting – No Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner – December 5– 5:30 p.m. 
 

Pizza Night! 
 

Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



Light the Church – The church is being lit this week by Tuesday Craft Group.  The cost of lighting New Hope is 
approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light the Church for a Week, you would pay that amount 
and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an important date – birthday, anniversary etc. which would be 
shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, please indicate on your giving envelope or check that it is for 
“Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light Shine” Matthew 5:16 
It's a little early to be thinking about Christmas, but let's try this: Does your family have a favorite nativity 
that you all enjoy? Is it made of wood? Plastic? Metal? Are the Three Wise Men there? How many sheep? Let's 
bring our Nativities to New Hope to share with everyone to see and enjoy.  They'll be attractively displayed 
with your family name on Sunday, Dec.2 through the 16th. If you're leaving for warmer climes during that time 
your nativity will be stored until you return.  Interested?  Questions? Call Karen Woodruff at 231-972-2084.  
This could be the start of a lovely Christmas time tradition for New Hope! 
Silent Auction – will be held November 18 through December 9, with the proceeds going to support Kingdom 
Kids (which is funded through the General Fund).  If you have something to donate for the auction and are 
heading south, please call Jerry Smith (231-245-6940) to arrange early pick up or drop off, those staying here 
to enjoy the winter, please wait until the week of November 11th to drop off or pick up item(s).  Everyone 
wishing to donate items, please stop at the Information Center and pick up a form to fill out as soon as 
possible!   
Christmas Decorating Help Needed!  - Come help decorate the church December 2, after the worship service, 
during the fellowship time!  Contact Sue Reed for more information. 
Annual Christmas Potluck & White Elephant Party - The Annual Christmas Potluck Party and white elephant 
gift exchange will be Saturday, December 8 at 5:00 pm at New Hope.  Everyone is invited to come!    
This will also be the Second Saturday Munch Bunch get together for December.  We ask that you bring a dish 
to pass, and that each person attending bring a “white elephant” wrapped gift to exchange—guys bring a 
“guys” gift and ladies bring a “ladies” gift.  A “white elephant” gift is something that is not useful to you 
anymore, but might be useful to someone else.   
Plates, silverware, and beverage will be furnished.  Come for some great food, fellowship, and laughs!!  There 
will be a sign up board in the Narthex by the office.   Questions, call Laura Hall at 231-972-7000. 
Special Church Conference Called - On Sunday, December 2nd, we will be taking some time after worship to 
discuss our refinancing and to take a vote on its continuance. Dr. Rev. Margie Crawford will be presiding. All 
New Hope folks are invited to attend and participate. Those professing church members 18 years and over will 
have the added responsibility of voting. 
God's Helping Hands Needs Your Hands - On Friday, December 14, 11 a.m. - Volunteers are needed for food 
box loading at God's Helping Hands.  On Sunday, December 16, 11-11:30 a.m. - Volunteers are needed to help 
move food boxes so that they can be distributed from 12-2 p.m. at God's Helping Hands. 
To volunteer, please contact the church office before December 9 and Gen will call our total in. Thanks. 
[Also, please note that God's Helping Hands will be closed from December 14 - January 4.] 
"We all do our best when others are looking.  But what about when no one is watching?  That's where 
character comes in, giving us consistency when it's just between God and us.  Courage.  Discipline.  Vision.  
Endurance.  Compassion.  Self-sacrifice.  The qualities covered in this Bible study provide a foundation for 
character.  With this foundation and God's guidance, we can maintain character even when we face 
temptations and troubles." 
A new Bible study on character, "Who You Are When No One's Looking", will be starting December 9.  We will 
meet in the library following the service.  Get your cookies and coffee and join us there.  Everyone is welcome.  
For more information, contact Lois Sherwood, 989-465-7174. 
Thank You!  Mary-Martha Circle would like to thank all the people of New Hope who helped provide for and 
pack the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  We were able to ship 50 boxes this year!  That means we 
will put smiles on the faces of 50 children.  We put tracking labels on the boxes, so we can find out what 
country they went to.  When we know, we will pass that information on to you all.  Thank you again! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is handy 
after the service if you’d like to say hi, 
ask questions, check-in, or just share 
comments. They are normally at the 
front of the worship space so that a 

conversation is easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 

Jesus is on the way… 
 
 
 

“16 “I, Jesus, sent my Angel to testify to  these things  
for the churches. I’m the Root and Branch of David,  

the Bright Morning Star.” 
17 “Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride. 

Whoever hears, echo,“Come!”  
 

Is anyone thirsty? Come! 
All who will, come and drink,  

Drink freely of the Water of Life! 
 

20 He who testifies to all these things says it again:  
“I’m on my way! I’ll be there soon!” 

 

Yes! Come, Master Jesus! 
 

21 The grace of the Master Jesus  
be with all of you. Oh, Yes!”  

 

(Revelation 22:16-17, 20-21 - The Message) 
 
 
 

Jesus is coming again. That is our hope. That is God’s 
promise. “Who is he?” you ask. He is our King, root and 
branch of King David himself. He is the Bright Morning 
Star that wakes us up from the dead of sin and the dark 
of night. He is the Bridegroom and we, the church, are 
his bride. He is the Water of Life when we thirst for 
more than just water, and he is our Master, our Lord 
and our Savior, our Hope, our Peace, our Joy, and most 
importantly, he is the exact image of Love. Who is 
Jesus? Exactly what we need! “Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come.” We know that Jesus is on the way! 

“In the Beginning: Christ Our Salvation” - 
(John 1:1-14) All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 
 

Intro – It is preparation time!  
 
I – This was the plan from the beginning… 
 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
 Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
 3 Through him all things were made; 
 without him nothing was made that has 
 been made.” (John 1:1-3) 
 
II – The plan was life… 
 

 “4 In him was life, and that life was the light 
 of all humankind. 5 The light shines in the 
 darkness, and the darkness has not 
 overcome it.” (John 1:4-5) “31 But these are 
 written that you may believe that Jesus is 
 the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
 believing you may have life in his name.” 
 (John 20:31) 
 
III – The plan remains salvation… 
 

 “12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
 who believed in his name, he gave the right 
 to become children of God— 13 children 
 born not of natural descent, nor of human 
 decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
 God.” (John 1:12 (6-13))  
 
Bottom Line   

 

“14 The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us...” (John 1:14)   

UPCOMING MESSAGES – 9:45 am 
 

 “Christmas Starts With Christ” Series thru December 30 
Dec 9 - “Act 2: Mary and Christ” (Luke 1:26-35) 
Dec. 16 - “Act 3: Joseph and Christ” (Matthew 1:18-23) 
Dec. 23 - “Act 4: Bethlehem and Christ” (Luke 2:1-17) 
Dec. 24 -7 p.m.- Christmas Eve - “Act 5: Jesus the Christ!” (Luke 2:8-20) 

“UNCOMMON” SMALL GROUP  
(FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG AT HEART) 

JOIN US WEDS. 6:30 PM IN YOUTH ROOM 

    from your pastor’s  
 point of view 12-2-18 
 

cell/text: 989-621-7782 
office: 231-972-2838 

email: pastorgreg.ncd 
@gmail.com 
 
 

each week’s messages 
are online at: 

www.new-hope-
church.org 

 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE,  FAULTLESS 

TRUTH,  AND TREMENDOUS LOVE  
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