
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship Presence: 
                      12/16 - 9:45 a.m. – 85 
        Tithes and Gifts:   General:       $3,046.70 
                                        Building:          $362.00 
                                             Total:       $3,408.70 
 
This Week At New Hope: 
 

Sunday  
12/23 

Monday  
12/24 

Tuesday  
12/25 

Wednesday  
12/26 

Thursday  
12/27 

Friday 
12/28 

Saturday 
12/29 

 
9:45 a.m.  
Worship 

 
following 
Worship 

Bible Study  
 

6:00 p.m. 
Hebrews    

Word     
Study 

 

 
Office 
Closed 

 
Office Closed 

 

 
Office Closed 

 
Office Closed 

 
Office 
Closed 

 
 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries in December:  
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  24th – Harry Coles, Jr.; 25th – Jesus; Don Rothenberger; 27th – Mary Tutewiler 
Anniversaries:  23rd – Don and Nancy Santer 
 
Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
 
WE NEED YOUR HIXSONS FAMILY MARKET RECEIPTS - Please save your receipts and bring them in! In the 
fellowship hall, there is a container for your Hixson receipts by the ministry drop-off area just to the left as you 
enter the hall. The United Methodist Women use the proceeds of this fundraiser for their ongoing service 
projects that support the New Hope mission of loving God, loving others, and serving. 
 
 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

 
Aaron Colley 

Stock Hauling – Top Quality Beef & Pork Sales 
Rodney, MI 

 
Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 

Sunday bulletin 

 
December Administrative Meetings: 
  Pastor Parish – No meeting 
  Finance –– Wed., Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.      
  Trustees – No Meeting 
  Church Council – No Meeting     
  Staff Meeting – No Meeting 
 
 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner – December 26– 5:30 p.m. 

 
No Dinner Served 

 
Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



Light the Church – The church is being lit this week by the Tuesday Craft Group (yes, again!).  The cost of 
lighting New Hope is approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light the Church for a Week, you 
would pay that amount and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an important date – birthday, 
anniversary etc. which would be shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, please indicate on your giving 
envelope or check that it is for “Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light Shine” Matthew 5:16 
 
"We all do our best when others are looking.  But what about when no one is watching?  That's where 
character comes in, giving us consistency when it's just between God and us.  Courage.  Discipline.  Vision.  
Endurance.  Compassion.  Self-sacrifice.  The qualities covered in this Bible study provide a foundation for 
character.  With this foundation and God's guidance, we can maintain character even when we face 
temptations and troubles." 
A new Bible study on character, "Who You Are When No One's Looking", will be starting December 9.  We will 
meet in the library following the service.  Get your cookies and coffee and join us there.  Everyone is welcome.  
For more information, contact Lois Sherwood, 989-465-7174. 
 
New Women’s Bible Study – Treasured (by Deb Burma) - What could be more precious than diamonds?  
YOU!  We are the precious, treasured possession of our heavenly Father, who sought us and claimed us as His 
own in Christ! From coal to diamonds, we are continually being transformed in Christ, reflecting His glory and 
light to a dark world.  
This four-week Bible study will be held at New Hope on Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m., beginning on January 
7, 2019. Contact Gen Abrams (231)972-7542 or (231)972-2838 to register/RSVP and get your space and 
materials reserved! 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – January 1, 2019!  The Newsletter will cover February through April.   Please get 
your submissions to Gen as soon as possible.  Email is best!  Newhope.mecosta@gmail.com  
 
Second Saturday Munch Bunch - The Second Saturday Munch Bunch will meet for dinner on Saturday, January 
12 at 5 pm at the Antler’s restaurant in Canadian Lakes.   The Second Saturday Munch Bunch is open to 
everyone in the church and is a great way to get to know other people.  We usually meet at a restaurant the 
second Saturday of each month for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Come enjoy a great meal, conversation, and 
fellowship!  There is no obligation to going every second Saturday—come when you are able to!  If you have 
never attended one of our outings, why not try us!   There is a sign-up board located in the Narthex by the 
pastor’s office.    Any questions, please call Laura Hall at 231-972-7000. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is handy 
after the service if you’d like to say hi, 
ask questions, check-in, or just share 
comments. They are normally at the 
front of the worship space so that a 

conversation is easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 

Why Bethlehem And Other Small Towns Matter! 

 

  According to “bethlehem-israel.info,” Bethlehem is 
a small but remarkable town. Today more than 27,000 
live there (60% Muslim Arab, 40% Christian Arab). 
Residents of Bethlehem hold Palestinian citizenship. 
  It is a place with some biblical significance. In the 
Old Testament, the “Jewish” Bible, Bethlehem is named 
as the city King David came from and the place where 
he was crowned King of Israel. Bethlehem is where the 
Book of Ruth is set. The city of Bethlehem is also where 
Rachel gave birth to Benjamin and died (Genesis 48:7). 
Today her tomb stands near the entrance of the city. 
And, of course, in the New Testament, Bethlehem is 
named as the place of Jesus’ birth. This biblical 
significance makes this small town important indeed. 
  But, to me, all towns matter. In my life, I’ve lived in: 
Shelby, Kingsley, Ravenna, Lansing, Traverse City, 
Kalamazoo, Mt. Pleasant (CMU), Boynton Beach (FL), 
Stevensville, Wakelee, Rosebush, Ovid, and Remus! But, 
just like Jesus, I wasn’t born in any of them! I was born 
in Hart, because there was no room at Shelby!   
  Seriously though, here’s what I’ve learned, large 
towns are fun, but in the small towns people know you 
and you are known, for worse or better. That matters.  
I’m sure Jesus STILL HAS a special spot for Bethlehem.  
 
       

“Act 4: Bethlehem and Christ” (Luke 2:1-17) 
All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 

Intro  Act 1: Jesus – our eternal salvation and 
     everlasting life – is coming soon!  
 Act 2: Mary – chosen, servant, blessed. 
 Act 3: Joseph – chosen, servant’s heart,   
   strong, and understanding. 
 Act 4: Bethlehem – made Jesus a king!  
 

I – Don’t Discount Bethlehem – Also Chosen 
 

 The City of David plays an important role in 
 fulfilling prophecy and maintaining Jesus’ 
 pedigree and family lineage.  
 

II – Bethlehem & Jesus Had An Intriguing 
 Bond. 
 

 Although it wasn’t ready for Jesus’ arrival, 
 the birth of Jesus in such a down-and-out 
 way proved that Jesus to be a different king 
 that King David who had been born there. 
 

III – What We Learn From Bethlehem:  
 

 1: Always have a room. Always hospitality. 
   Give up your own if you must, and you 
   stay in the stable. 

  

 2: Never give up on anyone, especially the  
   pregnant-almost-having-baby anyones! 
 

 3: Don’t let your perceived limitations    
   define your ability. If God is knocking, 
   find a way to make “his will be done.” 
 

Bottom Line 
 

 When it was all said and done, Bethlehem 
 knew that Christmas started with Christ! 

UPCOMING MESSAGES – 9:45 am 
 

 “Christmas Starts With Christ” Series thru December 30 
Dec. 24 -7 p.m.- Christmas Eve - “Act 5: Jesus the Christ!” (Luke 2:8-20) 
Dec. 30 – “Final Act: Christ Our Future Hope” (Matthew 2:1-12) 

“Fresh Start” Series January 2 thru January 27 
Jan. 6 – “Put Off the Old, Put on the New” (Ephesians 4:22-24) 

“UNCOMMON” SMALL GROUP  (RESUMES 1-9-19) 
(FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG AT HEART) 

JOIN US WEDS. 6:30 PM IN YOUTH ROOM 

    from your pastor’s  
 point of view 12-23-18 
 

cell/text: 989-621-7782 
office: 231-972-2838 

email: pastorgreg.ncd 
@gmail.com 
 
 

each week’s messages 
are online at: 

www.new-hope-
church.org 

 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE,  FAULTLESS 

TRUTH,  AND TREMENDOUS LOVE  
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