
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship Presence: 
                      12/9 - 9:45 a.m. – 94 
        Tithes and Gifts:   General:       $4,180.00 
                                        Building:          $210.00 
                                             Total:       $4,390.00 
 
This Week At New Hope: 

Sunday  
12/16 

Monday  
12/17 

Tuesday  
12/18 

Wednesday  
12/19 

Thursday  
12/20 

Friday 
12/21 

Saturday 
12/22 

 
9:45 a.m.  
Worship 

 
following 
Worship 

Bible Study -  
"Who You Are 

When No 
One's 

Looking"  
 

6:00 p.m. 
Hebrews    

Word     
Study 

 
1:00 p.m.  
Women’s     

Bible Study 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Women’s 

Bible Study 
 
 

 
7:30 a.m.   
Promise  
Keepers  

@St. Michael’s 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Crafts 

 
5:30 p.m.   

Men’s  
Emmaus 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Men’s  
Bible Study 

 

 
10:00 a.m. 

“Covering the 
Book” Bible Study 

 
3:20 p.m. 

Kingdom Kids 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Night 

Supper 
 

6:30 p.m. 
“Uncommon” 

 
 

 
3:00 p.m.  
Praise Too 

 
3:45 p.m. 

Tech-N-Check 
 
 

  

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries in December:  
(If we’ve missed your special day, please let us know!) 
Birthdays:  18th – Darlene Bunker; 21st - Rick VanderMeer 
Anniversaries:  22nd – Mickey and Darlene Dargitz 
 
Announcements, Information, and Opportunities to Serve for this week: 
 
WE NEED YOUR HIXSONS FAMILY MARKET RECEIPTS - Please save your receipts and bring them in! In the 
fellowship hall, there is a container for your Hixson receipts by the ministry drop-off area just to the left as you 
enter the hall. The United Methodist Women use the proceeds of this fundraiser for their ongoing service 
projects that support the New Hope mission of loving God, loving others, and serving. 

This week the New Hope bulletin 
is being sponsored by: 

Sweeney’s Quick-N-Clean 
& Best Friends Pet Wash 

Remus, MI 
 

Our advertisers help defray the cost of our 
Sunday bulletin 

 
December Administrative Meetings: 
  Pastor Parish – No meeting 
  Finance –– Wed., Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.      
  Trustees – No Meeting 
  Church Council – No Meeting     
  Staff Meeting – No Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner – December 19– 5:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Dinner 
 

Public Invited   Free-Will Offering 



Light the Church – The church is being lit this week by the Tuesday Craft Group (yes, again!).  The cost of 
lighting New Hope is approximately $85 per week. When you choose to “Light the Church for a Week, you 
would pay that amount and also honor a love one’s memory, celebrate an important date – birthday, 
anniversary etc. which would be shared in the church bulletin.   To participate, please indicate on your giving 
envelope or check that it is for “Light the Church for a Week”. “Let Your Light Shine” Matthew 5:16 
 
"We all do our best when others are looking.  But what about when no one is watching?  That's where 
character comes in, giving us consistency when it's just between God and us.  Courage.  Discipline.  Vision.  
Endurance.  Compassion.  Self-sacrifice.  The qualities covered in this Bible study provide a foundation for 
character.  With this foundation and God's guidance, we can maintain character even when we face 
temptations and troubles." 
A new Bible study on character, "Who You Are When No One's Looking", will be starting December 9.  We will 
meet in the library following the service.  Get your cookies and coffee and join us there.  Everyone is welcome.  
For more information, contact Lois Sherwood, 989-465-7174. 
 
Have you seen the Christmas Nativity?  Take a few minutes any time you are in the Sanctuary these next two 
weeks and visit the Nativity Village in front of the altar.  Several of our friends here at New Hope are sharing 
some of their family's favorite crèches for our enjoyment.  Some came from Africa, some are hand made by a 
member, and one is even a coconut!  If your nativity is here, and you'll be away when we remove it on Dec. 
16th, call Mary Olshewski (586-675-9538) when you return. Questions? Call Nancy Galka at 972-4244.Be sure 
to thank all those who are sharing their special part of Christmas with us, and also, the Ladies of the Monday 
Bible Study for their time and effort to present this.  We wish warm, joyful days as we celebrate the coming 
birth of our Christ, Jesus.  Merry Christmas! 
 
The Walk to Emmaus  
 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  if any man my hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me.”  Revelation 3:20 
 
Two men trudged slowly down the dusty road towards Emmaus.  Weary beneath their heavy load of grief, 
they spoke despairingly if how their beloved Master, whom they’d revered as Israel’s mighty Saviour, had 
perished on the cross; of how, when faithful followers to his tomb had come, the stone was rolled away. 
Within they’d found, no shrouded body lay.   
 
As the two men pondered these events, a stranger came and joined them on their way.  On being told of what 
had come to pass, he opened to them what the Scriptures say concerning Christ.  And when at last they 
stopped to rest, he quietly took bread and blessed and gave them both to eat.  They knew him then!  Victor 
over death and grave- light of the world and men- Christ Jesus, their dear Lord and friend, returned to them 
again! 
 
If you have suffered agonizing loss; seen all your eager hopes fade bleakly to despair; found life returned cold 
and empty; dark as night without redeeming touch of comfort, warmth or light- remember, others too have 
walked this way.  Christ comes anew to each receptive heart, restores it’s peace, heals hopelessness, distress; 
reveals the glory of eternal life in which there is no parting, pain, or strife, but radiant joy of everlasting day.  
 
– Ray Seddon 
 
 



November 2018 Financial Summary 
 
New Building Loan Agreement 
Our principal drive was a great success this year.  The $60,500 received along with our payments for the last 5 
years, has allowed us to reduce our principal from $466,903 in Jan of 2014 to $270,000 in November 2018.  A 
reduction of $197,000.  God has blessed New Hope with people who love God, Love Others, and Serve.  Our 
loan payments are reduced from $3629/month to $2095/ month with the same interest rate at 4.74% interest 
rate.  The loan is scheduled to be paid off in 15 years, and will renew in five years. 
 
November Financial Results  

Total General Fund Building 
Fund 

Income 19845 17900 955 
Expense 18605 14143 3629 
Var 1240 3757 -2674 

 
Silent Auction 
The silent auction raised $1600 for Kingdom Kids.  A great job.   
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg (or our speaker) is handy 
after the service if you’d like to say hi, 
ask questions, check-in, or just share 
comments. They are normally at the 
front of the worship space so that a 

conversation is easier. Stop and say hi. 
 
 
 

The Character & Responsibility of Joseph 

 

  Joseph had an incredibly important role to play 
when it came to Jesus. His relationship with Jesus had to 
be complicated to say the least! The new title of “God’s 
Son’s Step-Dad” wow…I can’t even imagine. But Joseph 
handled it well! As we look at Joseph at this time of year, 
here’s a few things we can learn alongside the message: 
 

1. Joseph showed grace where he didn’t have too. 
“Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, 
he had in mind to divorce her quietly.” (Matthew 1:19) 
 

2. Joseph accepted the chaotic circumstances. 
“But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) 
 

3. Joseph did what was expected even difficult times. 
“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his 
wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until 
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.” (Matthew 1:24-25) 

“Act 3: Joseph & Christ” (Matthew 1:18-23) 
All scriptures NIV unless noted. 

 

Intro  
 Act 1: Jesus – our eternal salvation and   
   everlasting life – is coming soon!  
 Act 2: Mary – chosen, servant, blessed. 
 Act 3: Joseph – chosen, servant’s heart,   
   strong, and understanding. 
 

I – Don’t Discount Joseph - Chosen Like Mary 
 

 Joseph’s role in the birth and life of Jesus 
 was first spiritual, then family, then behind 
 the scenes.  
 

II – Joseph & Jesus had an intriguing bond. 
 

 As parents, we can’t imagine being the  
 one to raise God’s son. Both Joseph and 
 Jesus knew the situation, and Jesus was  
 Joseph’s savior too.  
 

III – We learn from Joseph (same as Mary) 
 

 1 – If God calls, answer in the affirmative.  
 2 – Even what we don’t understand, God  
    knows his plan so follow him.  
 3 – Be there for family, even if they have a  
    God-complex!   (strong & faithful) 
 4 – Serve as you learn. Learn as you serve.  
 5 – When all is said and done, they will call  
    you blessed.  
 

Bottom Line –  
 

 Joseph knew that Christmas started with 
 Christ, so should we!  

UPCOMING MESSAGES – 9:45 am 
 

 “Christmas Starts With Christ” Series thru December 30 
Dec. 23 - “Act 4: Bethlehem and Christ” (Luke 2:1-17) 
Dec. 24 -7 p.m.- Christmas Eve - “Act 5: Jesus the Christ!” (Luke 2:8-20) 
Dec. 30 – “Final Act: Christ Our Future Hope” (Matthew 2:1-12) 

“Fresh Start” Series January 2 thru January 27 
 

“UNCOMMON” SMALL GROUP  
(FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS & YOUNG AT HEART) 

JOIN US WEDS. 6:30 PM IN YOUTH ROOM 

    from your pastor’s  
 point of view 12-16-18 
 

cell/text: 989-621-7782 
office: 231-972-2838 

email: pastorgreg.ncd 
@gmail.com 
 
 

each week’s messages 
are online at: 

www.new-hope-
church.org 

 

IN GOD’S BODACIOUS GRACE,  FAULTLESS 

TRUTH,  AND TREMENDOUS LOVE  
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