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Mark 1:4-11 and Luke 3:7-14 1/10/2021 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 

What do you know about John’s life?   

 

 5 And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 

Last week we talked about personal confession 
(confessing what we know we’ve left undone or 

haven’t done) and corporate confession 
(sin we commit as a community of 
people.)  What do you think John was 
calling for: confession and repentance of 
personal or corporate sin or both? 

 

 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 

 

John probably reminded his followers of 
the prophet Elijah by his dress.  The 
prophet Malachi promises that Elijah 
will return.  

  

 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 
have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
9 In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he 
was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the 
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Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven, “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well 
pleased.”  (Mark 1:4-11 
NRSV) 

 

Who saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit 
descending?  Who heard the 
voice from heaven?   

 
7 John said to the crowds 
that came out to be 
baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 

 

 8 Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these 
stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. 9 Even now 
the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” 

 
10 And the crowds asked 
him, “What then should we 
do?” 11 In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two 
coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and 

whoever has food must do 
likewise.” 12 Even tax 
collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked 
him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” 

 

 13 He said to them, 
“Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for 
you.” 14 Soldiers also 
asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by 
threats or false 
accusation, and be 
satisfied with your 
wages.”  (Luke 3:7-14 
NRSV) 

 

What would John tell us 
today?  The same thing or 
something different? 

 

This is the Word of the 
Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

John the Baptizer was born 
into a priestly family, 
raised by elderly parents 
who treasured every 
moment they spent with 
him.  His father trained 
him carefully and diligently 
to follow in his footsteps as 
a priest.  John was well 
educated for his day.  We 
don’t know why he 
disappeared into the 

wilderness, but his mode of 
dress sends a message of 
rebellion.   

 

We turn to the Gospel of 
Luke to see what he 
preached.  He was weary of 
the status quo.  The 
religious leaders of the day 
lived under the constant 
threat from Rome.  The 
Temple could be shut down 
or even demolished at any 
time.  As the Jewish 
congregation arrived at the 
temple, the reminder of 
Rome’s power was high up 
on the temple wall: the 
image an eagle.  During the 
high holy days, the high 
priest had to go to the 
Antonia Fortress next door 
to the temple to retrieve 
his garments.  It was 
humiliating: a reminder of 
who was in charge. 

 

It comes as no surprise that 
many of the religious 
leaders held on to their 
traditions and the temple 
with a tight grip.  A good 
Jew was an observant Jew, 
as if they were afraid that 
God would side with Rome. 

 

Their actions came at the 
expense of their 
congregation.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

John saw arrogance and 
greed and grabs for power.   

The arrogance of the 
Roman and Jewish 
religious leaders who vied 
for power over those who 
had lost their land and 
their hope to taxation and 
over-zealous religious 
demands.  The losers were 
the least, the last and the 
lost…those whom Jesus 
came to serve. 

 

The greed of the tax 
collectors, Jews working 
for Rome.  They inflated 
the tax bills and kept the 
leftovers for themselves.  
Soldiers extorted money 
from the already overtaxed 
citizenry because they had 
the power to do it. 

 

John came out of the 
wilderness, looked around 
and didn’t like what he 
saw.  He arrived with a 
prophetic message:  
change was on the 
horizon.  He called people 
to turn from their sinful 
ways.  He warned that God 
was at work breaking down 
and building up something 
more faithful.  The ax was 
lying at the root of the 
tree. 
 

History constantly points 
to leaders who permitted 

the seduction of arrogance, 
greed and grabs for power.  
Some of these decisions 
were made in the name of 
Christ.  No matter how 
long they remained in 
power, it was never as long 
as God’s eternal reign.    

  

Today is Baptism of the 
Lord Sunday.  On this day 
it’s traditional for us to 
reaffirm our Baptismal 
Covenant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This morning we won’t be 
able to approach the font 
and touch the waters made 
holy by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit.  What we can 
do, is stand at the foot of 
the cross. 

 

As we stand in Christ’s 
presence, we can consider 
what it means that a 
president will be sworn into 
office.  Some of you are 
rejoicing while others are 
grieving and angry because 
our nation will take on a 
new appearance.   
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The one thing we can still 
be sure of is this: God is still 
in charge.  God is calling us 
to turn to Christ and ask 
the hard question: What 
does God want for 
America?   

 

What is God doing today to 
break down that which is 
unfaithful and build up 
something new and more 
faithful?  How is God 
calling us into partnership 
to bring the kingdom 
closer?  Where are the 
prophets of today calling us 
to repentance? 

 

Sadly, the religious 
leadership of Jesus’ day 
was unable to stop the 
closing and demolition of 
the Temple.  Worship as 
they knew it would never 
be the same.  God wasn’t 
finished, though.  The 
rabbis received permission 
to meet and reimagine 
their tradition without the 
temple.  They have 
survived to this day.  The 
Roman Empire didn’t. 

 

John the Baptist left the 
wilderness to discover a 
society that wasn’t life 
giving.  He preached 
change and many listened.   
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 He was murdered by 
Herod Antipas, remaining 
faithful to the end.  And 
his ministry of repentance 
became Jesus’ ministry 
and it’s still going strong 
today.   

 

As we arrive out of the 
wilderness, what will we 
discover that we never 
noticed before?   

 

What is God calling us to 
do and to be? 

 

We can respond with a 
knee jerk reaction, or we 
can kneel at the foot of the 
cross and seek insight 
from Jesus.   

 

One is easy.   

 

The other requires time 
and patience.   

 

But then, God is all about 
patience.   

 

After all, nothing is 
impossible with God. 

 

All glory and honor be to 
God. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

      

During storms, emperor penguins huddle for warmth, taking 

turns at the center and on the perimeter of the group. While 

incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male penguins have been 

observed clustering for shelter against the harsh Antarctic 

winter. Partially grown chicks gather in protective “crèches” 

(French for “cribs”); often surrounded by a colony of adults, 

these groupings ward off predators and cold.  

 

In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we can’t 

survive alone. A church family allows us to take turns giving 

and receiving care. Amid social upheaval, injustice, illness, 

natural disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us to gather 

for protection and warmth. In the church community, we 

support and strengthen one another and are empowered to go 

out again into the less-sheltered world.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

A Penguin “Parable” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


