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The Presbyterian-Methodist Fellowship Church 

Call to Worship 
 

Blessed is the Lord our god, 
who revealed the law to 
Moses.   
 

The Lord our God is holy! 
 

Blessed is the Lord our 
God, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  
 

The Lord our God is holy! 
 

Blessed is the Lord our god, 
who came to us in Jesus 
Christ.   
 

The Lord our God is holy! 

 

Let us pray:   
 

O God, in the 
transfiguration of your Son 
you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by 
the witness of Moses and 
Elijah; and in the voice from 
the cloud.  Make us with 
Christ, heirs of your glory, 
and bring us to enjoy its 
fullness.  Amen. 
 

Jesus said: Nothing is 
hidden that will not be 
disclosed, nor is anything 
secret that will not come to 
the light.  Trusting in God’s 
grace, let us confess our 
sin. 

 

God of compassion, in Jesus 
Christ you reveal the light of 
your glory, but we turn 
away, distracted by our own 
plans.  We confess that we 
speak when we should 
listen, and act when we 
should wait.  Forgive our 
aimless enthusiasm.  Grant 
us wisdom to live in your 
light and to follow in the 
way of your beloved Son.  
Amen. 

 

The one calls light out of 
darkness now shines in our 
hearts to reveal the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven!  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-12  

Now when the Lord was 
about to take Elijah up to 
heaven by a whirlwind, 

“Be still.”   

Faith 
From Your Pastor 

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The Presbyterian-Methodist Fellowship Church 

 

Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here; for the Lord has sent 
me as far as Bethel.”  

 

But Elisha said, “As the 
Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel.  

 

3 The company of 
prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the Lord 
will take your master away 
from you?” And he said, 
“Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

 

4 Elijah said to him, 
“Elisha, stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to 
Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they came 
to Jericho.  

 

5 The company of 
prophets  who were at 
Jericho drew near to 
Elisha, and said to him, 
“Do you know that today 
the Lord will take your 
master away from you?” 
And he answered, “Yes, I 
know; be silent.” 

 

6 Then Elijah said to him, 
“Stay here; for the Lord 
has sent me to the 
Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of 
them went on. 

 

 7 Fifty men of the 
company of prophets[c] 
also went, and stood at 
some distance from them, 
as they both were standing 
by the Jordan.  

 

8 Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, 
until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 

 

9 When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell 
me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please 
let me inherit a double 
share of your spirit.”  

 

10 He responded, “You 
have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am 
being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, 
it will not.”  

 

11 As they continued walking 
and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated 
the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven.  

 

12 Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, “Father, father! 
The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he 
could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and 
tore them in two pieces.   

 

        Wandering Around 

 

Sometimes you must wander 
around to find your way.   

 

Elijah knew what he was 
doing.  Elisha trusted that 
Elijah knew what he was 
doing.  It still seemed like a 
strange, roundabout journey. 

 

Gilgal.  Israel camped at 
Gilgal after crossing the 
Jordan to enter the Land of 
Promise.  Bethel.  A sacred 
worship site.  Abram built an 
altar to the Lord and it was 
here that Jacob saw the 
famous ladder.  Jericho.   
Israel won a battle at Jericho 
without firing a single shot.  
Then they cross the Jordan 
just as the Hebrews crossed 
the Red Sea to escape 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egyptian slavery.  Forty 
years later they would cross 
the Jordan in the same 
manner.   
 

This strange wandering 
journey is not only a trip 
through history, but also a 
trip into wilderness country 
where God waits for them.   
 

This strange wandering 
journey is Elijah’s final one 
before going to be with God.  
This strange wandering 
journey is Elisha’s rite of 
passage from being Elijah’s 
protégé to Israel’s prophet. 
 

This wandering was 
probably a journey of good-
bye for Elijah.  More 
importantly, it was a journey 
for Elisha to prove he was 
ready to take on Elijah’s 
mantle.   
 

Three times Elijah told him 
to “wait here.”  Three times 
Elisha said, no.  He would 
not allow his friend and 
mentor to make the trip 
alone.   
 

A prophet persists despite 
rejection.  During their 
journey they came along 
other prophets who knew of 
Elijah’s imminent 
homecoming and 
announced it to Elisha.   

 

But this isn’t the time for 
conversation and Elisha 
wisely told them, “be still.”  
Be quiet for now.  Simply 
watch and see so you’ll 
understand. 
 

When Elisha asks for the 
double portion, it isn’t to 
be more powerful or wiser 
than Elijah.  What he asks 
for is the inheritance of the 
eldest son.  Elisha is ready 
to take on Elijah’s mantle.   
As the chariot of fire and 
horses come between the 
master and his protégé, the 
whirlwind takes Elijah up 
and Elisha “sees.”   
 

This wandering journey 
was for this very moment.  
A moment of spiritual 
seeing and understanding 
that Elisha would need if he 
was to be Israel’s prophet.  
He asked for something 
hard.  It was a huge risk.  
But, there in the 
wilderness, in that “thin 
place” he found insight and 
knowledge.   
 

In a word, Elisha was 
transfigured. 
 

Today we celebrate Jesus’ 
journey to the top of a 
mountain with three of his 
closest disciples.  There he 
was transfigured, and the 
disciples witnessed him 
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standing with Elijah, the 
prophet and Moses, the 
giver of the Law.  There 
they heard God’s voice say, 
“Listen to him!”  From this 
point forward, Jesus’ 
ministry would take him to 
Jerusalem, the cross and 
resurrection.   
 

Elisha watched Elijah 
ascend to God.  He tore his 
clothing in grief and 
mourning.  When he was 
ready, he stood up, looked 
around and that’s when he 
found it: Elijah’s mantle.  
The very one that Elijah 
had used to separate the 
waters of the Jordan.  He 
will use that mantle to 
return across the Jordan 
the same way they arrived.   
 

Sometimes life thrusts us 
into difficult places where 
we struggle and feel 
vulnerable.  Sometimes life 
offers us challenges and 
with them opportunities.  
Usually, opportunities to 
grow.  The challenges take 
us to peculiar places: places 
in our personal history, 
familiar places of worship, 
perhaps places where 
history intersects with our 
personal world.  While the 
struggle is difficult and 
challenging, we usually 
come through it, better for 



 

 

  

The Presbyterian-Methodist Fellowship Church 

the persistence of the 
journey.   

 

Perhaps when we look back, 
we see something 
important, as well.  The very 
points in the journey that 
provided obstacles for us to 
overcome were also the 
points when we felt we 
could lean on God’s mercy.   

 

All glory and honor be to 
God.   Amen. 

In the face of Jesus Christ, 
the wondrous will of God is 
revealed.  God of glory 
transform this world.  Holy 
One, as you are well 
pleased with Christ, help us 
to live in a way that will be 
pleasing to you.  As you 
have called us to listen to 
Christ, help us to always 
heed his word and seek his 
will.  These things we pray 
in the name of Jesus, your 
beloved Son, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

Charge and Benediction 

Go into the world, loving the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your mind, all your 
soul, all your strength.  And 
love your neighbor as 
yourself. 

 

Now the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God 
the father almighty and the 
communion and fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit rest and 
abide with you all this day 
and forever.  Amen. 

 

“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day, and I watch the effect they 
have on other people’s lives. My favorite kindness pebbles are compliments. 
Drop a compliment and watch the ripple effect that it has in your life.”  
 
Remarkably, these cheery words come from a father who has faced many 
dark, difficult days. In 6 Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro tells of his 
daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. The struggles didn’t 
make him bitter; rather, he frequently offers uplifting words on social 
media.  
 
What if we followed Passaro’s example and complimented people regularly? 
Philippians 4:8 (NIV) instructs us to think about things that are noble, lovely, 
admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By extension, turning those positive 
thoughts into words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s light in 
ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless, through ours. 


