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Genesis  21:8-21  

 
8 The child [Isaac} grew and 
was weaned, and on the day, 
Isaac was weaned Abraham 
held a great feast. 9 But Sarah 
saw that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to 
Abraham was mocking, 10 and 
she said to Abraham, “Get rid 
of that slave woman and her 
son, for that woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance 
with my son Isaac.” 

 

What are your thoughts, so 
far? 

 
11 The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because it 
concerned his son. 12 But God 
said to him, “Do not be so 
distressed about the boy and 
your slave woman. Listen to 
whatever Sarah tells you, 
because it is through Isaac 
that your offspring[a] will be 
reckoned. 13 I will make the son 

of the slave into a nation also, 
because he is your offspring.” 

 

What do you think of God’s 
answer to Abraham? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14 Early the next morning 
Abraham took some food and 
a skin of water and gave them 
to Hagar. He set them on her 
shoulders and then sent her 
off with the boy. She went on 
her way and wandered in the 
Desert of Beersheba. 

15 When the water in the skin 
was gone, she put the boy 
under one of the bushes. 
16 Then she went off and sat 
down about a bowshot away, 
for she thought, “I cannot 
watch the boy die.” And as she 
sat there, she[b] began to sob. 

 

Can you picture Hagar and 
Ismael?  How does their 
distress touch you?  Who are 
the ones crying out to God 
today? 

 
17 God heard the boy crying, 
and the angel of God called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to 
her, “What is the matter, 
Hagar? Do not be afraid; God 
has heard the boy crying as he 
lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and 
take him by the hand, for I will 
make him into a great nation.” 
19 Then God opened her eyes 
and she saw a well of water. 
So, she went and filled the skin 
with water and gave the boy a 
drink. 

 

Let us join with the psalmist who declares: “I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever” (Psalm 89:1, ESV 
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When has God opened your 
eyes? 

 
20 God was with the boy as he 
grew up. He lived in the 
desert and became an archer. 
21 While he was living in the 
Desert of Paran, his mother 
got a wife for him from Egypt.  
(Genesis 21:8-21 NRSV) 

 

It took a long time for me to 
figure out my boss.  Hardly a 
day went by that we didn’t 
clash on something.  My 
ideas became his.  I was 
blamed for his mistakes.  I 
distrusted him, disrespected 
him and it was apparent to 
everyone.   

 

What I respected most about 
Jack was his service to his 
country in World War II.  He 
had been stationed on a 
Pacific Island with a small 
group of soldiers.  His job 
was grinding and milling 
parts for repairing aircraft.  
One day he was part of a 
group who went out to scout 
the area around the post.  
They found a Japanese 
soldier hiding in the 
underbrush.  Jack discovered 
that he had been in the 
direct line of sight of the 
enemy soldier’s gun.  He 
could have been killed at any 
time during the past two 
weeks. 

One day, I traveled with him 
to Atlanta, GA.  We had to 
walk from the furthest 

concourse to baggage claim.  
We decided to walk off the 
jet lag instead of taking the 
tram.  The airport was 
crowded, which wasn’t 
unusual.  Suddenly, Jack 
began to sweat and shake.  
As soon as we got off the 
moving sidewalk, I urged 
him over to a bench where 
he could sit and regain his 
composure. 

 

It turned out that the crowds 
were largely made up of 
Asians.  Jack suffered PTSD 
from his time on that Pacific 
Island when he was being 
watched daily.  
Unfortunately, that was in 
the day when PTSD wasn’t 
known.  Soldiers back from 
the war were expected to 
“buck up and be a man.” 

 

That’s the day I discovered 
the concept of winners and 
losers.   

 

You see, Jack had been a 
Texas All-State Football 
Star.  He had been a hero 
and, in his mind, to win, 
someone else had to lose.  
After the war, he clung to 
those happier memories.  He 
believed that winners could 
only win when someone else 
lost.  Most of our 
disagreements could have 
been resolved by agreeing to 
disagree or by finding points 
of agreement.  Jack couldn’t 
do that.  So, I learned to 

approach him differently and he 
reluctantly decided that he 
couldn’t throw me under the 
bus all the time, since I was 
related to the owners of the 
company. 

 

Last week we watched Sarah 
and Abraham’s lives turned 
upside down by the most 
wonderful news.  Sarah would 
conceive and bear a son.  He 
would inherit the estate and the 
promise from God.   

 

However, Sarah hedged her 
bets.  She wanted to “help” God 
with the plan.  After all, she was 
90 years old.  It was impossible 
for her to conceive!  Or was it?  
So, to assure an heir, she gave 
her slave Hagar to Abraham.  
She conceived and bore 
Abraham a son.  They named 
him Ishmael.   

 

Hagar had no choice.  She was a 
slave.  She did what she was 
told to do.  Winners get to tell 
losers what to do, when to do it 
and who to sleep with.   

 

Hagar lorded her pregnancy 
over Sarah, who, in turn, made 
her life a living hell.  When she 
could take no more of Sarah’s 
abuse, she ran away.  God sent 
her back.  God would greatly 
multiply her off-spring.  But she 
must return to Sarah. 

 

Now, we find Sarah with a fine 
son.  But it’s not enough.  She 
wants HER son to get all the 



 

 

marbles.  That half-breed 
son of a slave didn’t deserve 
anything.  When she sees 
the two boys playing 
together, she loses her 
temper and all but orders 
Abraham to expel Hagar 
and Ishmael from the camp.   

 

I’m disappointed in Sarah.  
And I’m disappointed with 
God.  God allowed Abraham 
to do Sarah’s bidding.  Once 
again, the winners win at 
the expense of the losers.   

 

Humanity’s inhumanity fills 
our history books.   The 
need to take and hold on to 
power and wealth changes 
people.   

 

I’ve spent this week re-
reading Mark’s version of 
the arrest, trial, and 
crucifixion.  He was found 
guilty by legalistic 
religionists.  The Empire 
derived pleasure out of 
beating and berating and 
whipping him.  Hammering 
nails into his hands made 
weak people feel powerful.  
Raising his cross on high 
intimidated the locals who 
watched.  The losers had no 
power due to the powerful 
boot of Empire. 

 

Losers must remain in 
place.  It’s up to the winners 
to keep them there. 
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The good news is, God loves 
winners and losers.  God 
loved Hagar and Ishmael 
and they became a part of 
God’s plan.  God provided 
for Hagar and her son so 
that she could provide for 
him until he became an 
adult.   

 

God loved Abraham and 
Sarah.  God provided for 
them and for Isaac.  In fact, 
when Abraham died, we 
read that both Isaac and 
Ishmael came together to 
bury him next to Sarah.    

 

God loves winners and 
losers.  In fact, so called 
losers are often God’s 
choice to redeem the world.  
David, the baby of a family 
of eight sons, was chosen to 
gather Israel into a great 
nation.  A young man, 
Jeremiah, was called by God 
to prophesy to a nation that 
turned their backs on losers 
to remain winners. 

 

And God chose a young 
woman from a small 
backwater village to bear 
the savior of the world.   

 

I learned to work with Jack.  
I saw his attempt to cover 
up what he felt were 
weaknesses.  He and I 
slowly became friends.  He 
even allowed me to “win” a 

disagreement from time to 
time. 

 

Much later I would read the 
Beatitudes again for the 
first time.  Jesus speaks to 
the issue of winners and 
losers.  He reminds us that 
from those who have much, 
much is expected.   
Beatitude people look 
around them and see 
people from all walks of life.  
Beatitude people can’t help 
but be convicted of their 
need to win.  Beatitude 
people hurt when they see 
God’s children treated as 
losers.   

Sometimes we win and 
sometimes we lose.  When 
we’re on the bottom looking 
up, it’s good to look around 
and see who else is with us.  
And when we’re on top, it’s 
good to see the shoulders of 
those we’re standing upon. 

 

All glory and honor be to 
God.   Amen.   

 

 


