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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:30 am Worship Service also will be on Facebook at WesleyUMCHibbing 
 
HPAT Channel 5 Worship Service Broadcasts 
Sundays, 3:30 pm. and Wednesdays at 12:00 am 
 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 9:00am. - 1:00pm 
(218) 263-3653 
Please leave a message if calling after hours 
website:  www.unitedmethodisthibbing.org  
Email:   office@unitedmethodisthibbing.org 
 
Starting June 1, 2021 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Wednesday 9:00 am-1:00 pm 



THE WESLEY WRAP UP  

Summer in person services will be held outdoors starting June 
6th, at 9:30 am. If you do not want to join the outside service, 
we will be having services in the sanctuary on Fridays at 1:00 
pm. Masks will not be needed outdoors and singing is encour-
aged. We will still be sharing our Sunday service on our Face-
book page and on HPAT Channel 5 Worship Service Broadcasts 
Sundays, 3:30 pm and Wednesdays at 12:00 am. 
 

Our mission is simple:   
Faith — Family — Fun 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
303 East 23rd Street 
Hibbing, MN 55746 
Phone 218-263-3653 
Summer Office hours: Monday — Wednesday 9:00 am — 1:00 pm 
Please leave a message if calling after hours. 
Email: office@unitedmethodisthibbing.org 
Website: www.unitedmethodisthibbing.org 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
Newsletter for July 2021 



 
CALENDAR for JULY2021 
 
Sun July 4, 11, 18, 25   9:30 am  Sunday Worship Service  
(dependent on virus numbers)   Facebook and HPAT  
Mon July 5, 12, 19, 26     5:30 pm Hand Bells (Unless notified )   
      6:30 pm Boy Scouts  (Unless notified ) 
Tues July 13    1:00 pm  Wesley Care Connection  
Thu July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  6:00 pm Cub Scouts (Unless notified )  
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP CONTINUES FOR JULY 2021 
The July in-person worship dates could change to virtual worship if the virus numbers in-
crease during the month. We will be following all COVID guidelines set up by our church 
re-opening plan. Masks are required and social distancing will be observed. Please enter 
the church through the front and back (handicapped parking) doors. The church has been 
sterilized and cleaned for your safety.  
 
We will be scheduling outside worship during the summer weather permitting.  
You can continue to worship with us each week on Facebook: Wesley UMC Hibbing. You 
can also worship via HPAT Ch. 5, 3:30 p.m. on Sundays and 12:00 a.m. on Wednesdays; 
and don't hesitate to reach out if you need to talk. My mobile number is 210-288-9477 
and my e-mail address is Andrew.L.Petter@gmail.com. Support one another; serve one 
another; love one another. God's peace and grace be with you all. 

Communion offering donations will be given to the following causes: 
 
June — Peace and Justice Offering 
July — Church Camp 
August — Emma Norton — This organization offers transformational housing to women 
and  families in the Twin Cities area. 
Sept — Feed My Starving Children 
 
You can put your donation in baskets attached to the back pews as you leave. 



 
 
The Pastor’s Pen 
 
Have you ever floated down a river? Back home, it’s a summertime tradition to grab some in-
ner tubes and escape from the summer heat with family and friends in the cool waters of the 
rivers that flow down from the Central Texas Hill Country.  
A typical float includes passage along two types of stretches: the “rapids” and the “pools”. 
Through the rapids, the water moves swiftly around boulders and across gravel bars. These 
are the exciting parts of the trip! You might shoot right through or get stuck in a wave. You 
bounce off rocks, get pulled through chutes, and almost always end up separated from your 
friends.  
In between each set of rapids are the pools, where the river gets deep and moves slowly. The 
pools are a good place to re-gather your group after being pulled apart by the rapids. You can 
slip out of your tube for a swim or just relax and let your mind wander. Some people get impa-
tient with the pools and paddle themselves to the next stretch of rapids. 
As a church, we’ve been floating in the slow-moving current for some time. COVID slowed 
down everything. We’re trying to re-gather our group now. Some of us are off for a swim or 
napping in the sun…figuratively and literally! Others are paddling downstream for the long-
awaited thrill of being out and about at social events again. That’s okay! 
But God has set us on a group float. We’re on this trip together, and we have a common desti-
nation at the end of the float: the kingdom of God. We also have a common purpose: to make 
sure that we all get there, safe and sound. We protect one another from the rocks, help each 
other back up again when we flip over, and share what we have.  
I encourage you to reach out to someone from your church family this week, especially some-
one whom you haven’t seen in a while. Make sure that they are okay, encourage them to 
come together again, and see if there’s anything you can share with them. Let’s re-gather our 
group! 
We have another common purpose. God wants us to add to our group. Honestly, everyone is 
going down the river, but not all are going in the way of God. They don’t have tubes and they 
don’t have a group. They bang against the boulders without protection and struggle against 
the deep waters without rest. They may look like they are fine, but beneath the surface, they 
are bruised, bloodied, and exhausted at trying to keep their head above the water.  
Shouldn’t they be floating with us?  
At the risk of over-inflating this metaphor…Jesus is the inner tube who carries us. The Holy 
Spirit is the breath that fills the tube and keeps us afloat. Our Heavenly Father provides every-
thing we need on our trip. We have everything we need to bring others along…God’s presence 
and grace are for all and never in short supply! Who will you invite to go with us? 
 

Pastor Andy 



 
 A letter From the Lay Leader           

 
As I write this, we are about to begin the third and final day of annual conference. This year, 
like last year most of the conference was on ZOOM. This year we also had the opportunity to 
meet in person with some close neighbor churches so we could have some conversation 
about how to hold difficult conversations. 
 
You probably know that David Bard is now our acting Bishop until a new one can be appointed 
for the Minnesota conference. It was good to see him again, especially in this leadership role. 
 
So why the theme of “The Way Through Hard Conversations”?  Well, difficult conversations 
are not reserved just for church situations or just around the BIG issues like race/justice or the 
LGBTQ question. Hard conversations happen in our daily family life, in our neighborhoods and 
work. Having strategies to help us deal with our own responses and to deal with the heat of 
the moment, as well as simply organizing thoughts into good questions is always a good cur-
rent topic. 
 
From the laity session one idea really  sticks with me. When having a hard conversation, when 
it is easy to get caught in judgments about the other person, set a rock in the center of the ta-
ble to help you remember the issues. The rock represents the issue – which is the point of the 
discussion – not personalities or other distractions. 
 
An idea from a presenter named Rev. Rachel Billups….4 guides to set before beginning a hard 
conversation. 1. Ask anything. The floor is free to ask any question on the topic 2. Listen well. 
Do not interrupt presuming you know where the other person is headed in their reasoning…
listen. 3. Freely disagree. Each has a right to share their idea even if it is disagreeing. 4. Love 
regardless. We can agree to disagree in love. Of course, if the discussion is getting to heated 
and out of hand there can be a halt to regroup time called for. 
 
I’m sure we have all had these difficult times maybe these ideas can help you. If you would 
like to learn more about these ideas. please talk to Pastor Andy or myself. We would be glad 
to share. 

Connie Bloom 



SALVATION ARMY 
We have had quite a few members from our congregation volunteer at the Salvation Army when a 
big produce or bakery truck comes.  The workers REALLY appreciate the help we have provided 
from 10:30 -12:30 on those days..  Please put your name  on the signup sheet at church or call 
Nancy Knapper at 929-7533 if you can volunteer.  
 
First Wednesday of the month 
Third Thursday of the month 
Fourth Tuesday of the month 

 RUMMAGE SALE 
We are planning to have a church rummage sale the third week of August.   Please consider do-
nating useful items to this sale that are in good shape.  Don’t bring any donations to the church 
until the week before the sale.  An exact date will be in a future newsletter. 

YOU MATTER BAGS 
This is a nonprofit that helps area kids in Foster Care.  We are  again counting on your generosity.  
Over the summer we will be collecting hygiene products and also laundry detergents (in the mini 
bottles) to give to the older teens in Foster Care.  Some of these youngsters arrive at their new 
home with little more than what they are wearing. A box is in the narthex. 

 
Wesley Care Connection 

For more than a year now our church family has lived in varying degrees of isolation. We have all 
suffered losses during this time; some because of Covid and some from the normal cycle of life. 
Sadly we have had little or no means of communicating our needs and concerns or celebrating 
our joys with our church family. This has led to a lack of support for one another. Recently I was 
“nudged” by the Holy Spirit and further inspired by “Upper Room” readings to offer a time and 
place to gather to share, care and support each other.  
 

The next scheduled gathering will be Tuesday July 13th at 1:00 in the church library. Impromptu 
meetings may be called whenever there is a need. Text or call Kathy Lee at 218-969-5118 or 
Roberta Rittgers at 218-929-2371.Thank you. Kathy Lee 

KID’S GROUP 
All kids are invited to join Pastor Andy every other Monday evening at 6 p.m. for a time of fun, 
friendship, and ice cream! The dates this month are July 12th and July 26th. Any child is wel-
come to come, whether they have a previous affiliation with the church or not, so feel free to 
invite a friend, a neighbor, or a grandchild.   



 
APPRECIATE 

 
A very strong word with a lot of meaning behind it. It recognizes the full worth of 
someone, being grateful for something or someone and fully understands (a situa-
tion) that means so much to individuals. WOW! That’s a lot to take in. The reason 
I’m writing this article is I was contacted inviting me personally to Ken & Edith 
Trembaths’ funeral. Their daughter, Cheryl called me to let me know that Ken had 
passed away and wanted me to please attend because I meant so much to her par-
ents. When I was visitation person at Wesley, I made it a point to visit them every 
week because they had no family here. Our visits were always full of memories of 
pasty making, ushering on Sundays, their daily walks always together, and ski 
jumping. Ken would always ask about our church and who still was going to church 
that they knew.  The stories were repeated each week, but I never cared because I 
knew they enjoyed my visits, and we shared a good time together. Every time I 
went to leave Ken would say, “Love you like a daughter.” I knew then I really was 
appreciated. When Cheryl came up from Georgia to see them, she always would 
make sure we would see each other. Cheryl always thanked me for watching over 
them, it meant so much to the family knowing that someone was visiting them 
weekly. Then came the day they had to move them to be closer to family down to 
Ramsey, MN.  It was difficult to say good-bye, but I knew it was better for them 
and closer to their family. When Edith passed, they never told Ken. He never 
stopped asking, “Where is Edith?”  They would say she was shopping or out visit-
ing. She was cremated and was laid to rest with Ken in his coffin, what a true love 
story, forever soulmates. I did attend the double funeral for both Edith & Ken on 
Monday, June 21. It was so heartwarming to see everyone and hear all the memo-
ries shared about them. I was appreciated and the Trembath family made sure I 
knew that. I now know there are people whose lives I made a difference in my vis-
iting.  God Bless them all. Rest in peace Ken & Edith. Love you so much.  
~~~  Jeannie ~~~ 
 

 
 

PASTY SALE 
Lot of questions about the future of Wesleys’ pasty sales going around. The UMW 
Executive has discussed them, and we will have to wait till September to see if the 
meat and vegetables go down. Also, we will need to know who will be able to work 
on them. 
           Jeannie  



NEW HYMNALS - "WORSHIP AND SONG" 
Thanks to a generous donation, we've purchased a set of "Worship and Song" hymnals to 
place in the pews. We've been introducing songs from this hymnal for a couple of years, so 
it's a blessing now to be able to have the music available for all. From the Cokesbury store 
description: "Worship and Song" is a distinctive collection of 190 songs comprising a broad 
variety of genres collected from all over the globe, including new hymns in traditional style, 
plus older traditional hymns no longer found in modern hymnals, contemporary songs, 
global songs (World Music, including Taizé and Iona), and USA ethnic (Spirituals, Black Gos-
pel, Asian, and more). Some of the songs we've been singing from "Worship and Song" in-
clude "A Place at the Table," "You Are My All in All," "Mighty to Save," and "Come, Now Is 
the Time to Worship". We give thanks for this gift!    

COFFEE HOUR 
Many have been asking and hoping, so we've re-started our post-worship fellowship time 
this summer. Please consider volunteering to serve food and drink at one of our “coffee 
hours”. A sign-up sheet can be found in the narthex. 
Rather than drink coffee in the summer heat, the UMW has provided us with lemonade mix. 
Servers should provide a bag of ice and a simple selection of store-bought cookies. Summer 
fellowship time will take place in the same 

 

 
CHURCH PICNIC 

Our first summer picnic on Sunday, June 27th, was so much fun! We moved it indoors be-
cause rain was predicted, but that didn't dampen anyone's spirits. We caught up with old 
friends and even made a few new ones! Hotdogs, beans, potato salad, cole slaw, and an 
array of desserts were on the table. Thank you to the Missional Outreach team for host-
ing, to those who contributed to our meal, and to all who came and shared!   



AD COUNCIL AGENDA   Wesley United Methodist Church – Date: June 15, 2021 
 
Members attending:   Knappers, Jeannie, Connie, Jill, Andy, Katie, Mary 
 
Call to order –  Call to order was at 6:30 pm 
                                                 
Approval Minutes:  Connie seconded the approval of minutes 
 
Pastors Report     Cindy Gregerson will be Assistant Bishop. Will be holding outdoor wor-
ship (weather permitting) Dawn is looking into a better keyboard for outside use. 
 
Finance –  Jill reported a downward trend in giving.  Mays numbers: 10,333.65 with 8,082 
spendable, and 5,000 in the 5% fund. The equal pay account for utilities was looked at and 
it was determined that it was economically in our favor this year to stay on equal pay. The 
equal pay amount went down to $506.00. 
 
Trustees  Snow removal was donated to the church. It was discussed using the 5% savings 
fund or summer bill paying. Jill brought up using 2nd Century funds for the general fund. 
 
2nd Century See Jacks letters in the July newsletter.  
 
Education Committee 
 
Missional Outreach- August is the next meeting. They are hosting the June picnic. August is 
the rummage sale; more information available in Aug newsletter. Salvation Army food dis-
tribution sign up is in the narthex. 
  
Worship Committee- Getting an electronic keyboard for outside services. Get people sing-
ing again. Having coffee hour. 
 
UMW Jeannie asked about indoor funerals. UMW foundation money, $5,000.00 went to 
the Majkich family for a kidney transplant. No executive meeting until Fall. 
 
Youth Fellowship- 
 
New Business:   Keyboard and Vacation Bible Study. 
 
Proposed next meeting and closing prayer:    Next meeting is 7/13 at 6:30 pm in the fellow-
ship hall. 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
Renee (Bryan) Ridgeway, Conrad Ridgeway, Lori Kolden, Joy Gleason,  
Zakk Bandemer,  John Nelson, Craig Holgate, Marilyn Ranta, Ashton Varichak, 
Lynn Stish, Mike and Beth Queensland, (Jeff and Kathy Jones’ daughter and son-
in-law), Gary Grangruth, the Okwounu family, Karen Garrity (daughter of Ray and 
Kathy Lee), Lorraine Brownlee, Kaitilyn Urban, granddaughter of Marge Clark, 
Sandy Pederson, Mike Boravac, Juanita Kleffman, Leland Tobey 
Cornerstone Villa:  Doris Bentele, Naomi Jarrett, 
Hillcrest Alice: Georgie Haben    
Asst. Living Ramsey MN: Ken Trembath 
Silver Bay Veterans Home: Peggy Kemp  
Mahnomen Health Care Center: Millie (Mimi) Luedtke 
Missionary: Paul Webster 
 

THE CIRCLE OF 10 AND RULE OF 3 ARE STILL IMPORTANT 
CIRCLE OF 10 
Everyone (member, visitor, guest, newcomer) who comes within 10 feet of you 
will be greeted and engaged in conversation. 
RULE OF 3 
It only takes 3 minutes for people to exit the church. Therefore, it is helpful to 
spend the first 3 minutes after church engaging in conversation with those you 
don’t know well, with visitors, and with newcomers. 
Even though we cannot practice the above  concepts they are still  important 
during the time of COVID. Remember to be kind.  

!!!  PHONE NUMBERS ARE NEEDED   !!! 
Many people have dropped their home phone for a cell number. Unless you in-
form the church office we have no knowledge of this or a way to contact some-
one quickly. PLEASE make sure the office has your correct phone number. You can 
call the office at 263-3653. 

PLEASE HELP~~ADDRESS CHANGES NEEDED 
It is VERY important to let the office know when you move, go on an extended 
vacation, or are a snowbird. We must pay for returned mail. Also, we need cur-
rent addresses for any college students and young adults.  Please call the office or 
email with any updates that you may have.  
Many Thanks. 



 
  CHURCH MEMBERSHIP FOR 2021 

 
 

New Members 
 
 
Baptisms 
 
 
 
Deaths: 
Tom Farrell 
Ardella Barnes 
 Kenny and Edith Trembath  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“As a member of this congregation I will faithfully partici-
pate in its ministries by my prayers, my presence, my gifts, 
my service, and my witness.”         
Membership Vows—United Methodist Church 
 
 
 

 
 


