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Sunday, October 2

Sunday, October 30

STANDING UP FOR PEACE IN DIFFICULT TIMES:
MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH

Aruna and Vinod Seth
Co-founders of the Gandhi Peace Network of ND, Aruna and
Vinod Seth will share the story of the ND Peace Garden visit
where their family saw a Japanese delegation from Hiroshima
dedicating a Peace Pole there. The ever curious Aruna followed up on that and voila we now have 8 other Peace Poles
dedicated in Bismarck since that first one in 2001. Both have
been active with Aruna serving on the Board and in social justice actions over the last 23 years. They moved to Bismarck
from St. Louis and after three years to the desert of Bismarck
found a joyous liberal home at our fellowship and have felt
very welcome since.

CULTIVATING COMMUNITY THROUGH PUBLIC ART:
ADVENTURES IN THE BISMARCK ART ALLEY

Molly McLain and Paul Noot

Two local artists discuss their involvement in the Bismarck Art
Alley project. Molly McLain is an advocate, artist, and educator
raised in Valley City, ND. She lives in Bismarck and works for
Farmers Union advocating for family farms. She is active in the
arts world teaching classes and creating art and murals across
the state with organizations, individuals, and schools. Paul Noot
received his BFA from the University of North Dakota and his
MFA from Brooklyn College in New York. Paul has worked with
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC, North Dakota Museum
of Art in Grand Forks, and is currently the head of the Visual
Arts department at Bismarck High School.

Sunday, October 9

Church Calendar

IS PC PC ANYMORE?

An asterisk (*) indicates related article

Joseph and John DeMasi
With the recent attacks on political correctness by many on the
right, Joseph and John DeMasi will examine the rise of the PC
movement, what it has accomplished and why it is even more
relevant than ever today. Twin brothers Joseph and John DeMasi,
are award winning UU singer/songwriters who began their singing career in the folk clubs of New York City where they were
born and raised. Their music is embedded with their UU values
and principles that they have shared with over 150 UU churches
throughout the country.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1


Climate Action Conversation & Pizza, 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2


1st Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
*Peace Pole Rededication, 11:45 AM to 12:45 PM
 2nd Sunday Service, 12:30 PM



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
*Teach-In on DAPL with Winona Laduke, 6-7:00 PM (p. 3)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8

Sunday, October 16

*DeMasi Brothers Concert, 7:00 PM (p. 3)

EMPOWERING THE NO. HOW TO HEAR IT. HOW TO SAY IT.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9

Karen Van Fossan, Minister
Often a child’s first word is NO. But it’s not often encouraged. How
we understand, say, and respond to “No” can shape who we are
at all levels. What’s the connection between saying “No” and the
capacity for “Yes”? What’s the role of the community in making
space for “No”? Karen Van Fossan graduated from United Theological Seminar of the Twin Cities in 2015, and has been serving
as minister for the Bismarck Mandan UU congregation for over a
year. She is a foster mom, pastoral counselor, and advocate for
children and their families.

Sunday, October 23



Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12


Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:30 PM
 *Adult RE, 7:00 PM (p. 6)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16




Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
*Congregational Meeting, 11:45 AM-12:15 PM (p. 2)
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM

WATER IS LIFE: YOUTH RUNNER SHARES HER STORY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21

Alice Brownotter

UU Women’s Lunch, BisMan Food Co-op, 12:00 PM

My name is Alice Brownotter my Lakota name is Winyan Luta “Red
Woman.” I am a 12 year-old enrolled member of the Standing Rock
Sioux Nation; I currently attend Horizon Middle School in Bismarck,
North Dakota and am a current member of the National Jr. Honor
Society. I ran with other Standing Rock youth, from Cannonball,
North Dakota to Washington, D.C. to hand deliver a petition to the
Army Corp of Engineers to stop the Dakota Access Pipeline. My
people believe that water is life, mni’ wic’oni. I will share my experience in my fight for clean water and to protect our future.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23



Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
People, Place, Program Meeting, 12:00 noon
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
UU Men’s Get-Together, Blarney Stone, 5:30 PM

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30


Sunday Service & Youth RE, 10:30 AM
 Sunday Service, 12:30 PM
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Our UU Community
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
*CONGREGATIONAL MEETING*

11:45 am — 12:15 pm during
Fellowship Hour
All are invited. Your participation and input are
valued and much appreciated!

Ruth Meiers Hospitality House
Thanks to Angela Pittman, Char McLaughlin
and Pat Conrad for fulfilling the congregation's offer of service to the Ruth Meier's
Hospitality House on Thursday, September 29th. Our next date of service will be
Thursday, December 29th.

Photo: Team Jonathan/Team UU at the Out of Darkness Community Walk for American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention on September 16, 2016.

Candles for the Journey
*Our love and condolences are extended to
Janis Cheney, including her husband Stephen
Crane and daughters Bobbi and JoJo, on the
death of Janis' father in Massachusetts in late September. We are happy that Janis was able to spend her father's last days with him.
*Thanks to all who participated in Ursula Conrad’s 90th
birthday party.

If you have news of joy or concern or sorrow, please contact Pat Conrad at patriciaryanconrad@msn.com.

Crop Walk
Bismarck's annual Crop
Walk will take place on
Sunday, October
9th. This 4 mile walk
for hunger relief actually originated in Bismarck back in 1969,
when over 1,000 people walked for hunger relief and
$25,000 was raised. Sister Agatha from the Annunciation
Monastery was a leader in the event, and our own Char
McLaughlin was an early participant and our congregation's
coordinator. But then the Catholic Church began to question
the purchase of condoms by some of the overseas agencies
receiving Crop Walk funding, and Catholic support for the
event ended. More recently there have only been about 100
walkers in Bismarck. Luckily the event has spread nationwide, and last year 2,000 communities participated and over
$11,250 was raised.
Seventy-five percent of the funds raised through the Crop
Walk event are sent via Church World Service to a variety of
hunger relief agencies overseas. The remaining 25 percent
will be distributed this year among 4 local agencies--AID Inc.,
Ruth Meier's, the local food pantry, and the Abused Adult
Resource program.
The congregation's youth are being asked if they would be
interested in participating in Crop Walk this year. Those who
respond in the affirmative will be talking with the congregation before the service on October 9th and soliciting donations. A small postcard sized flier will also be handed out in
that morning's Order of Service. Pat Conrad will accompany
the youth during the walk and will attempt to introduce our
youth to any youth coming to the event from the Bismarck
Muslim Community Center, as our local Inter-faith group is
actively sponsoring this activity.
Anyone having questions should contact Pat Conrad at
701.258.6388.
CROP WALK on Saturday, October 9, 2016
12:30 pm Registration, games, music @ Bismarck State Capitol steps
1:30 pm Walk
UU RECRUITER CONTACT: Pat Conrad at patriciaryanconrad@msn.com or 258.6388
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Upcoming UU Community Activities
On Friday, October 7, join us at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bismarck, ND to learn more about the Dakota Access Pipeline and the campaign to stop it. Speakers will include Winona Laduke of Honor the Earth,
Kandi Mossett of the Indigenous Environmental Network, and Layha
Spoonhunter of the International Indigenous Youth Council.
The historic intertribal gathering at Standing Rock is unprecedented, but
these fossil fuel infrastructure projects like this affect all different kinds of
communities. We would like to welcome all North Dakotans to the table to
talk about these important issues. The ecological and social damages
caused by the oil industry in North Dakota have never received the attention they deserve. This moment is an opportunity to change that.
Light snacks and beverages will be provided. We will show a short film
and open the space up for dialogue.
Please join us to learn more, meet new people, and identify action steps you
can take today!

What: Teach-In DAPL
When: Friday, October 7 from 6 PM-8 PM
Where: Bisman Unitarian Universalist Church

“Unitarian Universalists have said for centuries that
there is room in our religion for all seekers. Skeptics
and poets and scientists are welcome here, as are non
-conformists and shy and uncertain folk. We believe
that restlessness and doubts are a sign of grace, that
the love of truth is the holiest of gifts.”
—Rev
Barbara Merritt

JOSEPH AND JOHN DeMASI
CONCERT

Saturday, October 8
7 PM
Bisman UU Church
Free-will donation

All are welcome!
Twin brothers, Joseph and John DeMasi are award-winning singers, songwriters, recording artists and entertainers who have
been delighting audiences throughout the world with their music, humor and talent for over 25 years.
Joseph and John DeMasi, the DeMasi Brothers are award winning UU singer/songwriters who began their singing career in the
folk clubs of New York City where they were born and raised. They were heavily involved in the folk music revival scene in
Greenwich Village in the 1908's and appeared regularly at the famed "Speakeasy" folk club. In 1992 they joined forces with
their lifelong friend Chris Burke, the actor with Down Syndrome best known for his starring role as "Corky"in the hit ABC-TV
show Life Goes On. The trio formed a singing group for children and families, got a record deal on BMG, recorded four award
winning CD's and toured the country for 20 years promoting the message of inclusion, tolerance and ability awareness. They
have performed in all 53 states including the states of exhaustion, confusion and delirium! When Chris retired, the DeMasi
Brothers put their folk group back together and have been appearing at UU churches, folk clubs and coffee houses all across
the country. They can be heard on NPR radio and have released three wonderful CD's. Their music is embedded with their UU
values and principles that they have shared with over 150 UU churches throughout the country.
More information can be found at http://josephdemasi.org/.
*Joseph and John DeMasi will also be presenting our Sunday programs the following day, October 9 at 10:30 am and 12:30 pm
with Is PC PC anymore? With the recent attacks on political correctness by many on the right, Joseph and John DeMasi will examine the rise of the PC movement, what it has accomplished and why it is even more relevant than ever today. They will
bring with them more than 20 years of experience being on the front lines of the disability awareness movement and will share
personal stories as well.
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Standing with Standing Rock

Social Action Working Group Supplies Donation Request: A
group of citizens led by Native Americans is opposing the Dakota
Access oil pipeline for the sake protecting clean water for future generations, which is routed to cross the Missouri River just
north of Standing Rock Reservation. All pipelines eventually leak
as they age! Thousands of people are coming from all over the
country to oppose the pipeline. They need support. Our UU
Church is a drop-off site for donations for the Sacred Stone and
Oceti Sakowin Camps, a list of needed supplies can be found at
sacredstonecamp.org. We are still collecting donations of food,
water and supplies at the church. A bin is located outside of the
front door at 818 E. Divide Ave; our mailing address is PO Box 297,
Bismarck, ND 58502-0297. Thanks for all your contributions and
support!!

Photo: UU caravan of supporters went to Standing Rock
camps to hang our banner. Thanks to Liz Loos for creating the banner! Photo: Karen Van Fossan- September 25, 2016.

*See the Bismarck Tribune newspaper article here on our Water Is Life series!

Standing with Standing Rock banner, September 25, 2016. Banner was later hung at the Standing Rock camps that
afternoon. Photo: Stephen Crane

Keep informed! We now have Sacred Stone and Oceti Sakowin Camp Daily
Update on our UU announcements page on our website
www.bismanuu.org. Check this out everyday for relevant news and for
the latest updates! Past posts with links are archived in our blog on towards the upper right of our website.
Photo: Liz Loos
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Standing with Standing Rock

Taken from UUA website
http://www.uua.org/

Click on the links and pictures to read articles by the UUA and others
on Standing with Standing Rock and the water protectors!
NEWS
Reported by UU World writers
UUs support Standing Rock Sioux in water protection action
Congregations in North Dakota and Washington are supporting an effort to stop construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline. By Elaine McArdle, 10.3.16
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/standing-rock
EDITORS’ BLOG
Updated throughout the week
http://www.uuworld.org/blog
Media roundup: North Dakota UUs support Standing Rock pipeline protests
A weekly guide to stories about Unitarian Universalists from other media sources.
By Lauren Walleser, 9.30.16
Support letter (below) to Chairman
Archambault was signed by hundreds of
UU reverends and leaders, including our
own Karen Van Fossan.

http://www.uuworld.org/articles/media-roundup-2016-09-30

Fort Yates, ND 58538

Group of UUs from Washington State stopped by our UU in Bismarck September 16
on their way to the water protectors' camp at Cannonball-pictured below: Share DeWees,
Florence Caplow, Steven Crane
(president of the congregation),
Ethan Walat, Dennis Reynolds,
Paula Schmidt, Carl Allen, Frida
with Carol Jean Larsen (Social
Justice Action Team), and Karen
Van Fossan, minister. Photo: T.

August 29, 2016

Markel

Mr. David Archambault II, Chairman
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Building 1, N. Standing Rock Avenue
P.O. Box D

Dear Chairman Archambault,
We write as Unitarian Universalist faith leaders to let you know that our
prayers and support are with you in your courageous actions against the
Dakota Access Pipeline. We understand that the pipeline will cross treaty lands, burial grounds, and the Missouri River, the water source for the
tribe as well as for millions of others. We are appalled that this project was approved and construction begun without any
meaningful consultation with the tribe, counter to federal law and treaty obligations. We support you in your effort to protect
your sacred land and water, as well as to create a future for all of our grandchildren.
We speak as people of faith whose principles call us to respect the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a
part. In these times, when the well-being of our entire ecosystem is threatened, we honor the leadership of Indigenous peoples
who are showing us a path toward creating a more beneficial relationship to the earth and all beings of the earth.
We are writing to you to offer our support, and to let you know that we are also contacting our government officials to call on
them to follow treaty and federal law obligations, and to protect the water which is so
utterly necessary for all life on earth.

Left: September 9th rally on
capitol grounds in Bismarck
(photos submitted by Carol
Jean Larsen)
Right: Photo from
www.uuaworld.org; click
on picture to read story
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UU Community Activities
Peace Pole Rededication: May Peace Prevail on
Earth
Aruna and Vinod Seth rededicate Peace Pole at UU during
simple and beautiful ceremony, October 2, 2016

Click on pictures to
read the article in
the Bismarck Tribune newspaper.
Photos by Ann Knudson
and Carol Jean Larsen

Twenty-two days after 9/11 this beautiful peace pole with " May
Peace Prevail on Earth" in multiple languages in the front lawn of
our Fellowship was dedicated jointly with the Gandhi Peace network in a celebration that brought together our whole community
for peace at a difficult time.

Below: Climate
Action Community Conversation with Mindy
Ahler and Ryan Hall of Cool Planet on October
1, 2016. Thanks to all who participated! Special
thanks to Ronya Hoblit, Claire Lowstuter, and
Wayde Schafer for supporting this event! Also,
thanks to Ann and Mike Knudson for providing
a home stay for Mindy and Ryan and making
them feel welcome in Bismarck. Photo: FB

Mindy and Ryan biked to Standing Rock to spread their message
Oct. 2. Read it on their FB page
by clicking on their picture.

Adult RE: Exploring our UU Principles
Wednesday, October 12 First Session!
Thank you for the positive initial response to the announcement of plans for Adult RE as part of the robust and inspiring church year ahead! Discussion will focus on the book "The Seven Principles in Word and Worship.” Related books which may be of interest include “Sources of Our Faith,” and “With Purpose and Principle” We have
copies available for use at the church.
Through these sessions, we will deepen our relationships with each other and enrich and deepen our connection
to Unitarian Universalism.
Next steps include connecting with those who have expressed interest (and a few others) to establish our facilitator team, deciding on a start date, and inviting everyone to participate! We are starting Wednesday, October 12
with 2-3 sessions before the holiday season, then we’ll continue in the new year.
If you are interested in participating in any way (either as discussion leader or group member), please contact
Janis Cheney at jcheney@bis.midco.net or by phone/text at 701.426.6950.
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Glimpse at our Church Finances

For Your Information
On Sunday, October 2, we launched offering two Sunday programs.
The first is at 10:30 a.m. and the second is at 12:30 p.m. with fellowship hour in between. Children’s religious education will be offered
during the first service only.
Thank you to everyone who helped in the planning and effort to put all
this together. The input and thoughtful responses from the recent member survey are especially helpful in moving forward. This is a work in
progress and the Program Committee and the Board will continue to
listen and tweak it with improvements. In the meantime, we look forward to making more space for people to be welcomed into our congregation.

The following figures are from financial statements
from our monthly UU board meetings.
As of September 7, 2016
2016 pledged income

$60,290.00

2016 pledges paid:

$46,175.00

Offering basket:

$ 1,710.07

Building use donation:

$ 3,379.60

Income figures reflect accumulative totals from the
beginning of the year

—Don Morrison, Program Committee Chair

Happy 90th birthday, Ursula Conrad! Beloved Ursula surrounded by her friends.
Photo: Stephen Crane, September 17, 2016

Chance reunion of the Peace Coalition—
Tom Disselhorst, Louise Pare, Brian Palecek
Photo: Paul Markel, September 11, 2016

UU Art Wall
Local artist Andrea Ficek has her original artwork displayed
on our UU Art Wall. All artwork is for sale. If interested in purchasing, contact Andrea at 701.391.0910. Andrea is owner of
Rhythmic Stitch and plays in local bands, Golden Ratio and
Chameleon Moonflower.

Our UU Folk Choir Welcomes YOU!
The UU Folk Choir welcomes any and all musiYouth religious education teachers and support team meeting on
Wednesday, September 14, 2016: Marnie Piehl, Monte Faul, Paul
Markel, Carol Jean Larsen, Angela Harmon Wayde Schafer, Angela
Pittman, Liz Loos, Karen Van Fossan, Pat Conrad. Thanks for your
dedication!
Photo: Sebastian Caldwell

cians and singers! Practice begins Friday evenings
from 5 to 6 pm at the church, and again before
the service at 9:45 am. Director Jean King can be
reached at jking@bis.midco.net if you have any
questions.

2016 Board of Trustees and Staff
President, Stephen Crane
Secretary, Christine Kujawa
Treasurer, Lisa Omlid
Trustee, Paul Markel
Trustee, Rita Kelly

scrane@bis.midco.net
chriskuj@gmail.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
paulmarkel68@gmail.com

Minister
Karen Van Fossan
E-mail: minister@bismanuu.org
Office Hours: By appointment ; regular hours pending

Office Administrator/Communications Coordinator
Tamera Markel
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone/text: 701-527-8899
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Bismarck Mandan UU Fellowship & Church
Mailing address:
P.O. Box 297
818 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58502-0297

Check out our Website!

We are on Facebook!

www.bismanuu.org

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.
Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.
Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.
Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
E-mail: minister@bismanuu.org
Office Hours: By appointment; Wednesdays—please
call; regular hours pending

Mid America Region
http://midamericauua.org/
Quest for Meaning

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

7:00 am—11:00 am
It is ALWAYS a good idea to call first before stopping by:
701.223.6788 or cell/text 701.527.8899.

Newsletter: Tamera Markel
If you have newsletter items or ideas, please
e-mail them to office@bismanuu.org.

(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY
cool!)
www.questformeaning.org
Openly Secular
http://openlysecular.org

Remember—OUR UU PROGRAMS ARE RECORDED!
Televised Sunday Programs 5:30 pm cable channel 12 or
612 HD or via internet www.freetv.org. Programs will be
announced in our bulletin and electronic announcements.
You can also access video recorded programs on our You
Tube channel or search You Tube for “Bismarck Mandan
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.” Audio recordings are
available at www.bismanuu.org.

