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Sunday, March 4, 2012
“THE PEW SPEAKS”

Don Morrison & Janell Cole
Facilitator: Tammy Hathaway
What do you believe? Whatever it is, you’re not alone. Rather than
have someone in the pulpit explain various religions and philosophies, each of us will answer a short questionnaire. Then, our Fellowship hall will buzz with the responses; whys, why nots, so what’s,
yes buts, and how what you think connects with what other people
think.
Don, a long-time fellowship member, is the new Executive Director
for Dakota Resource Council; Janell is also a long-time member of
the Fellowship and former Board President.

Sunday, March 11, 2012
*Daylight Savings Time Begins
“THIS I BELIEVE”

Rick Makelky & Janell Cole
Facilitator: Colleen Reinke
Rick and Janell will share their journeys to find and articulate what
they believe.
Rick is a 39 yr old single Dad who spends his time between checking backpacks of three wonderful kids and guiding young men at
the Youth Correctional Center where he works. He approaches both
tasks with a perspective that was hewn from a "colorful" past that
has brought both joy and heartache, but most of all, a realistic and
compassionate outlook.
Janell Cole has attended the Fellowship since 1985 and has been a
member since 1988. A retired journalist, she is now a carpenter and
FEMA reservist. She has lived in Bismarck since 1984.

Sunday, March 18, 2012

"WHAT ARE TWO WHITE GUYS DOING IN
INDIAN COUNTRY ANYWAY?"

Tom Disselhorst & Brian Palecek
Facilitator: Marnie Piehl
Tom and Brian share experiences and thoughts relating to longterm work in and with Native American institutions.
A long-time friend of the Fellowship, Brian is a leader of the peace
movement and a humanities instructor at United Tribes Technical
College (UTTC).
Tom has been a member of the Fellowship since 1982 and works at
UTTC as general counsel, where he also teaches a course on Federal Indian law. He loves music, acting, politics, art, and was actually trained as a scientist.

Sunday, March 25, 2012

“ENERGY IMPACT & ND LITIGATION: KEEPING
CITIZENS IN PERSPECTIVE”

Wayde Schafer
Facilitator: Anessa Pfeifer
North Dakota has filed one lawsuit and has two pending
concerning energy development and the environment.
Wayde Schafer will present a brief summary of each of
these legal actions and lead a discussion about their
ramifications for our state.
Wayde Schafer is a lifelong North Dakotan. He has been
involved in environmental issues for the past 30 years.
His other interests include music, hiking, and film noir.

SNEAK PEAK!
Sunday, April 1, 2012

“IN SEARCH OF UU LAUGHTER”

Betty Mills
We have our own words to hymns, our own ideas of how
we should teach our children, and what we consider religious. So why not, on April Fool's Day, a little excursion
into what we find funny in church?
Betty is a Charter Member and Founding Mother of our
Fellowship. She has served on both the Prairie Star District Board and National UUA Board. Betty is currently a
columnist for the Prairie Independent.

EASTER BRUNCH
April 8 at 10:30 am
Join us for our traditional
brunch with words and music
celebrating the Light of Spring
on the Prairie!
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Church Calendar
An asterisk (*) indicates relted article

Sun. March 4

11:45 AM

Social Justice Meeting

Wed. March7

12:00 N

Board of Trustees Meeting

Wed. March 7

6:00 PM

Pastoral Care Meeting

Sun. March 11

2:00 AM

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS—SET
YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR!

Wed. March 14

5:00 PM

Registration Deadline for PSD Annual
Meeting in MN

Thurs. March 15 6:45-8 PM

* PSD Webinar: Youth Advisor Series

Thurs. March 15 6:45-8 PM

* PSD Webinar: Committee on Ministries in church office

Fri. March 16

12:00 N

Women’s Lunch at Fiesta Villa

Sun. March18

9:00 AM

Program Committee Meeting

Wed. March 21

Church office closed until April 4.
Telephone messages will be answered daily.

Wed. March 21

5:30 PM

* UU Men’s BBQ Club at the Demars
Home

Wed. March 21

7:00 PM

Board of Trustees Meeting

Fri. March 23

12:00 N

60th Anniversary Committee Meeting

Sat. March 31

10-11:30
AM

* PSD Webinar: Small Congregation
Workshop Series—The Unity Story—in
church office

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Sun. April 8

10:30 AM

* UU Easter Brunch

April 13-15

* PSD Annual Meeting in MN

April 13-15

* OWL Training in Robbinsdale, MN

May 4-5

* UU Worship Retreat in Elysian, MN

June 20-24

* UUA General Assembly in AZ

Pledges Vs Budget?
Dollars and Sense
$9,000 Short
As of February 29, the Fellowship has received $36,115 in
pledges from members and friends.
The 2012 budget anticipated $45,460 in pledged dollars
from members and friends.
If you are one of the members or friends who has not
completed a pledge card for 2012 please consider making
your pledge decision now and email it to:
office@bismanuu.org or call Tammy at the church office:
223-6788.
The Board of Trustees must finalize and approve a balanced
budget at the March 21 Board meeting.

Men’s BBQ Society
The Men’s BBQ Society will meet at Tyler
Demars’ home, 2110 N. 3rd St. in Bismarck,
on Wednesday, March 21. This group is
open to anyone (well, of the male persuasion) interested in good food and good conversation. We will begin at 5:30. Please
RSVP to Tyler: tylerdemars3@hotmail.com
or 255-3442.
See you there!
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UU Smorgas-Board
Tidbits from your UU Trustees
The Board voted to register for a food sales booth at both the Capital A’Fair in August and the Street
Fair in September.
Karen Van Fossan has been able to successfully Skype into our board and other meetings and continues to be a fabulous and hard-working member of the board, despite the fact that she is now a
seminarian all the way down in Minneapolis!
If you don’t have a clue who your Board members are, there is now a Handy Dandy Guide to Board
Members hanging by the office. We are all there, in all our glory, pictured for easy reference. You
can see which Board member has which responsibilities and find our contact information. And as
always, our contact info is on the back of every Beacon.

Grand Offering Basket Experiment
For five Sundays (the last in January and all of February), this congregation has taken an offering by passing collection baskets along with beautiful musical accompaniment by Tom Disselhorst. It has been our tradition to simply place a collection box in the foyer and call attention
to it during the service. That box remains for those who wished to use it. However, the Board
wanted to see whether the congregation would be receptive to the idea of including an offering during the church service, and whether the use of collection baskets would increase giving for the church. We asked the congregation to let Board members know how they felt
about the practice.
After our 5 week experiment, we received several positive comments about the practice.
There were a couple of folks who expressed a concern, but understood why the decision was
made to begin an offertory during service. The use of the baskets brought us an extra blessing
of nearly $600 that we would not otherwise have received. This amount far exceeds what we
normally collect in the box in the foyer.
Thank you to all who have approached this process with open hearts and minds. Thank you
also to those who have contributed as the baskets are passed around. There is certainly no
requirement that people use the baskets – you can continue to give as you always have. However, the baskets have provided a convenient way for people to submit their pledges or make
additional donations to the church.
The board has made a decision to continue with the use of the collection baskets, and will
make that announcement at the first service in March.
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Dedicated Volunteers Needed for Sacred Space Task Force
Colleen Reinke (Board President)

In an article in last month’s Beacon, I talked about how churches wrestle with growth, and the need to address growth in our own fellowship. In the program on the last Sunday in February, I expanded on that
theme and talked about the purpose of Sacred Space, the history of our congregation in BismarckMandan, the legacy we have received these past 60 years, and what we need to consider to move forward into the next 60 years. If you would like to read that program, copies will be available at the church,
on the website if you wish to download it, or call the office and Tammy will send you a copy.
I believe we are at a critical juncture in the history of our church. We have reached a point where membership is bouncing between 70 and 90, but never goes any higher. This is a symptom of a church that is
at capacity. Churches that are at capacity and fail to address the need to accommodate growth usually
begin to decline, both in numbers and in overall “quality,” such as programs and community involvement. This phenomenon is well documented in studies concerning church growth.
I do not want to see this fellowship decline, and I am sure most members do not want to experience that
either. So we need to do something to accommodate growth. I am not sure what that is. It might mean
something as simple as going to two services. It might mean something as complex as selling our building and building a new one or buying somewhere else. It might mean something or a combination of
things in between those extremes.
What I do know is that NOTHING should be off the table when we discuss this as a congregation. We
need a free and open discussion of all the possibilities and options. If an idea is presented, an immediate
response should never be NO. There needs to be a respectful discussion of each opportunity.
The Board is forming a Task Force to examine the issues of Sacred Space for our congregation. The goal
of this task force should be to formulate a long range plan for the future of the housing of this congregation by the end of this year. That plan should be ready for presentation and voting at the annual meeting
in December. This is not a standing committee that will never end, so if you volunteer for it, you are not
stuck forever!
Mary Mitchell and I will represent the Board, and Jim Lennington, who was instrumental in the work that
was done nine years ago, has also agreed to serve on the Task Force. The Task Force needs people who
are willing to donate time for the rest of this year to do research, strategize, survey the congregation,
lead congregational meetings, and examine options. If you have particular experience in this area with
other congregations or entities, we would most appreciate your presence. If you have experience with
finance, architecture, or construction, your input may prove to be very valuable. Even if you are not interested in actually being a member of the Task Force, perhaps you can volunteer to assist it with specific
tasks. And even if you do not serve or assist the Task Force, all members of this congregation will be
asked to weigh in on the decision making process.
I would like to form the Task Force and hold our first meeting by mid-March. Please consider this incredible opportunity to contribute to the development of the congregation. I look forward to hearing
from those interested in participating in the task force and I look forward to working with the entire congregation to determine our lasting legacy. If you are interested in being a part of this Task Force, please
contact me, Mary Mitchell or Jim Lennington.
Colleen Reinke; 701-400-4748; cjreinke@gmail.com
Mary Mitchell; 701-258-7932; hopefulinnd@yahoo.com
Jim Lennington; jimlenn2@gmail.com
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A 360 Degree View of 60 Years
Marnie Piehl, Board Member, 60th anniversary Committee Chair

If you haven’t heard, 2012 is the Bismarck Mandan Unitarian Universalist fellowship’s 60th year of existence and it’s time to plan some hoopla to surround this auspicious occasion.
You are invited to join the 60th Anniversary committee as we work to create a 360 degree view of our 60
years as a congregation. We’re looking back at all that has been accomplished, but also looking ahead to
all of the opportunities before us. And while the math doesn’t exactly add up, it’s more than 120, bigger
than 180 – it’s a 360 degree view of the BisMan UU, a world view, a holistic view a review and preview!
A big thanks to Janis Cheney, Don Morrison, Mike Knudsen and Betty Mills who have all agree to serve
on the committee. If you would like to be involved, please join us at our next meeting on Friday, March
23 at noon at Minerva’s. See you there!

Change
Janis Cheney

If Spring is just around the corner - Summer isn't far behind And CHANGE is in the Air
While it finally looks like winter outside, it will soon be spring - and then, of course, summer is just
around the corner! Please know I am not 'wishing time away' as my mother used to say...rather I am thinking ahead so as not to be caught unawares and so as to get us all thinking and sharing ideas.
WARNING: Take a deep breath here!!
Karen Van Fossan and I returned from our Midwest Leadership School experience last summer convinced the time is right for us to take a giant step forward and continue to have services during the summer - GASP! Who said that? What!?! Where?!? How???
Take another deep breath! And another...
O.k. The sky has not fallen, lightening has not struck. Let's consider possibilities...
Here's one vision: At our usual meeting time of 10:30, coffee (of course) perhaps a treat; a somewhat less
formal gathering with a bit of music, a reading or two for contemplation and discussion. What do you
think? Would you come - even occasionally? What could you share of time, talent or cooking : )?
PLEASE NOTE: We would still have our usual summer picnics!
Please let me know what you think - email office@bismanuu.org<mailto:office@bismanuu.org> or
jcheney@bis.midco.net<mailto:jcheney@bis.midco.net>.
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Prairie Star District Webinar Workshops—
On the Computer in the Church Office
Our congregation continues to participate in the monthly webinars sponsored by Midwest UU Leadership.
The online workshops are 75 minutes long, with a presentation and discussion time. Please feel free to join in
on a subject of interest to you. Contact the church office: 701-223-6788 or office@bismanuu.org.
Sponsored by
Midwest UU
Leadership

Committee on Ministry: A dozen Good Ideas and One Caveat
Thurs., March. 15 from 6:45-8 PM.

This webinar will explore how you can make your Committee on Ministry a better functioning one. Find out in
this webinar how best to structure your COM, what their job should be, and how to help your congregation become more vibrant through this work.
Youth Advisor Series
March 15 and Tues., April 17 both from 6:45-8 PM
These new hour and 15 minute long evening sessions will include resource sharing and coaching for new and continuing youth
advisors and youth coordinators.
Small Congregation Workshop Series
The Unity Story: Sat. March 31
Using Social Media: Sat. April 21
Attracting Young Adults: Sat. May 19 all from 10:00-11:30 AM
The Rev. Andrew Pakula was our theme presenter at last fall's Small Congregation Conference in Des Moines, IA. Andy's presentations were extremely well received by those in attendance. So well received, in fact, that we've asked him to do a series of webinars for us based on his presentation. Andy will cover the same topics he did at the conference: The New Unity Story, Using
Social Media, and Attracting Young Adults.
If you are interested in any of these webinars, please see Tammy, call the church office: 223-6788 or email:
office@bismanuu.org. Click HERE for additional details. Computer links are limited, reserve space early!

UU’re Home
Meet congenial fellow UUs and raise money to help support our
Fellowship at the same time! Become part of the Unitarian Universalist bed and breakfast travel
network by listing your home or
vacation cottage on the UU’re
Home website. Do you have a
spare bedroom and bath or a cottage on the Lake? The Bis-Man UU
is looking for host homes for inclusion in the UU’re Home network.
The church office would handle administration and screening.

Why Not Minot?
You Could Do a Lot of Good
Janell Cole
Volunteers are needed right now in Minot to help Lutheran
Disaster Response rehabilitate the more than 300 flooded
houses it plans to rebuild for people who otherwise can’t
afford to have this work done.
Although the most activity will take place later this spring
and summer when Lutheran Disaster Response sets up
Hope Village, an RV and tenting campground for the hundreds of volunteers expected to arrive from all over the
country, there is work to be done RIGHT NOW. You don’t
need to wait for this summer and you don’t necessarily
have to have carpentry skills.
Call Lutheran Disaster Response at 701-500-5206 to
inquire about how you can help. There is a place to stay if
you can work more than 1 day.
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Our Whole Lives (OWL) 2012
Robbinsdale, MN (suburb: April 13-15: Both Middle and High School
Curriculum
The RE program has made a commitment to deliver the Our Whole Lives curriculum to our children and young people in the coming year. This project requires
extensive training for group leaders and we are excited about the depth this will
add to our teaching cadre. Our first steps in the new year will be to secure OWL
trainers and solicit individuals from our congregation who would like to be trained
in the curriculum. Our plan is to be prepared to begin the curriculum in the Fall of
2012. To learn more, please visit the UUA page: http://www.uua.org/re/owl/
index.shtml. If you are interested in participating or would like more information,
speak to Tim Hathaway (426.9306) or contact the UU office: office@bismanuu.org

PSD Annual Conference 2012
Lessons from War and Peace: Stories of Hope, Faith, and Courage
April 13-15
Bloomington, MN
The PSD Annual Conference is a weekend of lectures, workshops, worship, networking, and fellowship. The conference begins at 7:00 Friday evening, but there
are pre-conference activities earlier on Friday. The Conference concludes at 10:30
Sunday morning. For more information, click HERE.
Our two voting members at the conference will be Board President Colleen Reinke and Board Treasurer,
Carol Jean Larsen. Several members have expressed interest in attending, including Janis Cheney, Betty Mills
and Stephen Crane. If YOU are interested in attending or would simply like to talk with someone about the
possibility, please contact Tammy Hathaway in the church office: 223-6788 or office@bismanuu.org.. Early
registration ends March 14.
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UU Worship Retreat
FOR LAY-LED FELLOWSHIPS AND CHURCHES
May 4-5: Elysian, MN:
Are you part of the team that plans and presents Sunday worship services in your UU
congregation? Thinking of joining that team? Ever wonder what it means to “worship”
in our Unitarian Universalist tradition? What is it that can make our services powerful,
inspiring and even healing, all while making room for our differences in belief and religious inclination?
Join us as we explore these questions in ways both reflective and practical at the 2nd
Annual Worship Retreat sponsored by the UU Fellowship of Mankato’s Worship Committee. Come on your own or attend with other members of your congregational worship or program committee. You’ll be sure to find food for thought as well as good
fellowship with other Unitarian Universalists planning the Sunday services in their congregations.
Our featured facilitator will be Rev. Karen Hering, consulting literary minister at Unity Church Unitarian and writer-inresidence at Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality in St. Paul. Karen will lead a guided writing session on the topic of
“reverence” and a session on how our talks in Sunday services can be written to engage both head and heart.
Does this sound inspiring? If you are interested in attending this Retreat, please contact Tammy in the church office.

UUA General Assembly 2012
General Assembly (GA) 2012 will be a gathering with multiple ways of engaging in justice work for people of all ages. Joining with the people of Arizona,
we will worship, witness, learn and work together. We will leave General Assembly grounded in our faith, energized for justice and with resources to
bring this work home to our congregations.
For more information, click HERE
General Assembly, the annual conference of Unitarian Universalists, is a social
justice event, which is different from other General Assemblies of the past
years. Early registration begins March 1 and ends April 30. Carol Jean Larson
and Karen Van Fossan are planning to attend. One of the events at GA that
concerns our congregation this year is that Lyn Burton, our former contract
minister, will be accepted to full fellowship. We are grateful that Karen and
CJ will be there to represent us to support Lyn on the next phase of her journey. One other member has expressed interest in attending GA. If anyone is interested in attending, please contact Tammy Hathaway by
the end of March. This GA will require the coordination of plane tickets and registration, so we would like to
make that as simple as possible for all of us, including the person who slaves away to put this all together
(Tammy, you know who you are!).
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Books for the Journey
Over the past few months we’ve received over 20 books as donations for
the Reading Room. Thank you to everyone who donated books for the collection! The books are currently in the process of being cataloged. We
hope to have the books on the shelves and available for check-out during
the month of March. These are some of the new titles:
The American Creed: A Biography of the Declaration of Independence
by Forrester Church
 The Essential Tillich by Paul Tillich and Forrest Church
Bis-Man UU Librarians: Christine
 The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion by James Frazer
Kujawa and Eric Stroshane
 How We Die by Sherwin B. Nuland
 The Lost Gospel: The Book of Q and Christians Origins by Burton L. Mack
 Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry About Nature by Lorraine Anderson


We now have wide variety of material and cover quite a few subject areas. If you are considering donating books to the Reading Room we will gladly accept them but ask that you please keep the subject matter related to Unitarian Universalism. This is the area we’d like to focus on developing.
Thank you again for the wonderful donations; we’re really cultivating a great collection of “books for our
journey.”
Christine Kujawa and Eric Stroshane, Reading Room Librarians

Candles for the Journey
Please remember the Seth’s in your hearts and prayers. Beloved daughter and sister,
Sonali died on February 13 overlooking the Puget Sound and surrounded by family
and friends. For those wanting to make a donation in Sonali’s name, a Memorial
fund has been established to help issues close to her heart. Please send to the Gandhi Peace Network of ND, 1250 W. Highland Acres Rd, Bismarck, 58501
“Happy is the only way to be.” - Sonali Seth
Keep Ann and Mike Knudson close to your hearts as they cope with the death of Ann’s mother.
And Tom Disselhorst as his mother-in-law is very ill.
Please remember Helen Hammond, one of our wonderful founding mothers. She is unable to drive and
often feels lonely and isolated. If you can spare some time to pay her a visit, she would be grateful.
Please call the church office (223-6788) for Helen’s contact information.
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“Let’s Talk”

“Let’s Eat!” (smile)

Brian McGinnis of Riverbound Farm is
the guest March 4 and 11. Beginning
March 18 for seven Sundays through
April 29, the guest is Waylon Hedegaard,
a founding member of the local Northern Prairie Secular Society. Hosted by
Don Morrison the TV show is broadcast
every Sunday at 8:00 p.m. on community access cable channel 12. Let’s Talk is
produced by the North Dakota Center
for the Public Good.

Refreshments for March (and even part of
April):
March 4—Morrison/Nodland
March 11—Patricia Fettig
March 18—Diane Chielens
March 25—Anessa Pfeifer
April 1—Voskuils
April 8—Easter Brunch!
Please take your turn. Sign up on the clip
board hanging in the church foyer or call
the church office: 223-6788. Thank you to
all who have offered to feed our hungry
congregation this program year!

UU Art Wall - Char McLaughlin
Paintings by Helen Hammond and sculptures by Mike Knudson
Reception Announcement for Helen Hammond
PAINTINGS
We have a new (& old) exhibit on our Artwall in the Sanctuary, as of March 1, 2012. This display contains a selection of a few of the many paintings of one of our Founding Mothers, Helen
Hammond. Helen has been painting most of her life (which is now a long time) and has quite a
collection on the walls of her home as well as those she has sold over the years and now decorate the walls of folks all over the country. Most of these are oil paintings, but a few are watercolors and one is a gouache. There are no prices; these largely belong to family members
who graciously agreed to loan them for a third time to show on the walls of this church.
This congregation owes much to Helen and her family, not only for being here at the beginning in 1951, and for their
continuous support over the lifetime of our congregation, but also for gracing our walls with her lovely works of art.
WE THANK YOU, HELEN!
HEARTS TO YOU!
We are also fortunate to have an exhibit of the work of another long-time member of our congregation, Mike
Knudson. The three wood carvings on display at the front of the sanctuary are among the many he has been doing
almost every year as a Valentine’s Day gift to his wife Ann, each with a heart motif. We thank Ann for sharing these
three with us.
This exhibit will be up through the remainder of the program year and with a few changes, throughout the summer
and into September, when we will hold our 60th Birthday celebration.
RECEPTION FOR HELEN HAMMOND
We will be holding a reception and open house here at the church to appreciate Helen on April 1 st, 2012, from 12:00
noon - 1:30 pm when most of her family will be in town to join us. Everyone is welcome so please join all of us at the
reception. (For the record, this day, April 1 st would have been Helen & Howard’s 67th wedding anniversary. Howard
died in 2001.)

Board of Trustees and Officers
President, Colleen Reinke
Vice President, Tim Hathaway
Secretary, Karen Van Fossan
Treasurer, Carol Jean Larsen
Director, Mary Mitchell
Director, Lisa Omlid
Director, Marnie Piehl

cjreinke@gmail.com
hathaway.timothy.l@gmail.com
karenvanfossan@gmail.com
cjlarsen43@bis.midco.net
hopefulinnd@yahoo.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
marnie.piehl@bismarckstate.edu
or piehl.patch@gmail.com

Office Administrator
Tammy Hathaway
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-426-9307
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church
P.O. Box 297
Bismarck, ND 58502

We are on Facebook!

Check out our Website!
www.bismanuu.org

SPRING UU OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 9:00—2:00 PM

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.
Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.
Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.
Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

