June 2014

Looking back at
Mother’s Day

WEDNESDAY EVENING SUMMER
DISCUSSION SERVICES
Throughout the Summer, the BisMan UU will hold 7
p.m. Wednesday Evening Services. See page 2 for
details, themes and topics.

Tuesday, June 3
• Social Ation Leadership Meeting, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 4
• First Summer Discussion, 7 p.m. *

Thursday, June 5
• First Summer Movie Night, 7 p.m. *

Wednesday, June 11
Summer Discussion Service, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 18
Summer Discussion Service, 7 p.m.

Thursday, June 19
• PPP Gathering, 5:30 p.m. *
• Board of Trustees Meeting, 6 p.m.

Friday, June 20
UU Womens Lunch at Minerva’s, 12 noon.

Wednesday, June 25
Summer Discussion Service, 7 p..

Sunday, June 22
Potluck Picnic at Angela Harmon’s home, 11-1 p.m. *

Sunday, June 29
Our UU Kids celebrating their mother’s during the
Mother’s Day Service on May 11.

Badlands Summer Hiking Service, 9 a.m. gathering at
church*

2 – The Beacon

SUMMER DISCUSSION SERVICES
Back by popular demand!
UU Summer Services begins Wednesday, June 4, at 7 p.m.
There will be NO services on Sunday mornings this summer, only on Wednesday evenings.
Summer Services provide a time for music, community and Fellowship. This summer we will keep the discussion and relaxed
format, and build on the successful summers and recent Wednesdays. Plus, we’ll add a few twists, a new day and time, new experiences, and intriguing themes. We will share a brief themed reading based on UU Principles, followed by a time for discussion
and reflection. The theme for June is science; in July its art; and in August we get into authors such as Thoreau, Emerson, Fulghum and Church.
There are no children’s religious education programs during the summer, however children are welcome at service.
All are welcome!

WWW Wrap-Up
Our WWW (World Wide Wisdom) “services” concluded at the end of May. We are in the process of assessing their successes
and challenges in order to determine how/whether to continue and in what form, if any, this coming fall. If you have opinions
on the matter, please share them with the board, the program committee, or Tammy.

Summer Services:
Summer is finally here. And so is our third season of stimulating and friendly summer programming. This summer
we’ll keep a lot of the successful pieces, plus add a few twists,
a new time, new experiences, and intriguing themes.

Here’s the schedule:

• Summer services on Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.
• Potluck picnics once a month on a Sunday morning: June
22, July 20 and August 17.
• Day trips one Sunday a month to the Badlands, led by
Colleen Reinke: June 29, July 27 and August 24.
On Wednesday evenings, we will keep the discussion and
relaxed format and build on the successful summers and recent
Wednesdays. The theme for June is science; in July it’s art; and in
August we get into authors such as Thoreau, Emerson, Fulghum
and Church. We still need volunteer facilitators. It is simpler in
the summer and the Program Team will help you.
The Program Team is an innovative, fun, thoughtful group
who work hard to provide meaningful and inspirational programs. If you’d like to join the merry band at the Program Team,
please contact Don Morrison or Tammy Hathaway.

Sunday, June 22
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Potluck Picnic

AT ANGELA HARMON’S HOME
1708 Ryan Dr. Bismarck
*Bring lawn chairs and sunscreen.
Also, please bring a food item to share. The church will
provide cups, plates, napkins, utensils and some beverages.
If you have questions, please call the church office: 223-6788.
If you have questions or need directions, please call
Angela: 701-527-7962.
We would also like to have Sunday picnics on July 20 and
August 17. Would you be willing to provide your
home and backyard as a meeting place? The church can
arrange to bring tables and chairs for the occasion and
the guests bring potluck dishes to share.

As we enjoy the pleasures that summer brings, let us also be aware of the other life that is out there, which
share this world with us. Picture taken at Fort Lincoln State Park.
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Shadows of Liberty
Last month, the BisMan UU Church had
the opportunity to screen the movie, “Shadows of Liberty.” The video sought to “reveals
the extraordinary truth behind the news
media: censorship, cover-ups and corporate
control.”
The turnout was fantastic, as was the discussion following the showing. The response
was so great that we have decided to do
another showing this summer.
We are exicted for the opporutnity to
showcase this wonderful documentary again,
as it provides our congregation, as well as
those in the community who are interested,
an insight into what the filmmaker, JeanPhilippe Tremblay describes as the “darker
corridors of the American media landscape,
where global conglomerates call the shots.”
So, if you missed our first screening, there
is another chance to join in the discussion
this summer.

Summer Hiking Services
On the last Sunday of June, July and
August, Colleen will be leading a “Hiking
Service” in the south unit of Theodore
Roosevelt National Park. This is roughly
how it will work:
• We will meet at a designated place
(probably the church) and carpool to the
park.
• We will leave no later than 9 a.m. (all
times given in Central Time).
• We will arrive at the park around
11:30 a.m., and every car that enters will
need to pay the entrance fee (we may
consolidate cars again before entering
the park to save on parking space at the
trail head).
• We will drive around the loop trail to

a designated trailhead, arriving there
around noon.
• There will be at least two hiking
options: a gentle, meandering hike and a
more rigorous hike.
• All participants are encouraged to
bring poetry or another reading to share
along the trail.
• All participants must bring plenty of
water and are encouraged to bring a
snack or lunch to eat on the trail during
breaks, along with things needed to hike
safely (more info on this later).
• The “gentle hikers” can do a shortened hike and head back out of the park
earlier than the others if they like.
• Birders, geologists and naturalists in
particular are encouraged to come and

Adult RE Programming
Skeptics Meeting
The last few skeptics meetings have been wonderful. As
with any program, there has been fluctuations in the number
of individuals attending, but the general lookout is promising.
As summer comes upon us, and Fridays become more hectic, we will be changing how the skeptic meetings function. We
are thinking about changing the day in which it is held, and
possibly where we meet, in order to spice it up a bit. If you have
any suggestions, please feel free to tell us what you’re thinking.

Movie Night
To kick off our new summer schedule, we will also be starting our movie night. There will be a lot of variety in the movie
selection, in order to entertain as many people as possible, but
also to explore new ideas.

share their knowledge with the group …
perhaps Valerie Naylor can be persuaded
to join?
• The longest hike will take no more
than four or five hours.
• Once hikers are finished hiking, they
can head back to Medora or Dickinson
for food, or head straight back to Bismarck … once the hike is done, you are on
your own!
Colleen will host a pre-hike meeting
and provide more detailed information
on what hikers should bring along later in
June. Watch your email, the Facebook
page, or the website for further information!

The first movie that we will be showcasing is Star Wars,
Episode IV. This film was selected as it is family friendly, can
stand alone and is timely as the new episodes are being produced.
Each movie night will include a brief introduction to the
film, as well as an open discussion at the end, so that we can
delve into the major themes, or maybe just our opinions.
Some refreshments will be provided, but feel free to bring
your choice as well. The fun begins at 7 p.m. on Thursday, June
5.

Suggestions?
Do you have any suggestions for the RE programming?
Would you like to see something in particular added to our RE
program? We are happy to hear any questions or comments
that you may have. Contact our RE coordinator, Dustin White
at Dustin@Belzian.com.

4 – The Beacon

Candles for the Journey
Congratulations go out to Dr. Janelle Masters on her retirement from Bismarck State College where she
served as the Dean of Academic Affairs. Following a two-year stint in the Peace Corps in Thailand, and a PhD
in English from UND, Janelle began teaching at BSC 24 years ago. Based on her postings on Facebook, Janelle
plans to spend a lot of time in her new boat on the Missouri River.
Congratulations also to Shayanna Veach (Andrea Grigsby's daughter) who just graduated from Rugby High
School.
Please keep Hellen Hammond in your thoughts. Following the death of her son Richard in late April, Helen has received visits from her daughter Margaret and granddaughter Clara, her son Steve and his wife Connie and daughter May. Helen is thankful for these family visits, and for those from members of our congregation.
We are exceted to report that Janell Cole is back in New York City, this time on a two month FEMA deployment. We look forward to hearing of her adventures when she returns.

Capital Pride
Continuing to move forward with our social justice
work, this year, our congregation has had the opportunity
to support the local Capital Pride event hosted by Dakota
OutRight.
Capital Pride is begins August 1. As we move closer to
the date, we will be giving additional updates.

In Case of Emergency...
It is an ongoing challenge to keep track of and be sure we are
meeting the needs of our members and friends on various
important fronts. We are always looking for ways to enhance our
congregational life and support members and friends in their
efforts to live out our principles in the world.
We also want to be of support and service in other, more practical ways. Members of our People / Caring Team have developed
an
Emergency
Information
form
(www.bismanuu.org/page/people_place_program_gathering)
that will assist the congregation in providing care and support for
you and your family in case of an emergency.
This is COMPLETELY optional. If you would like to have this
information on file at the church, please complete the form (see
link above) and bring or send it to the church at your convenience. As noted on the form, the information will be kept securely - on file at the church and will only be used in case of
emergency. If you have any questions, please contact Pat Conrad
at 258-6388.

Serving at Ruth Meiers

Thanks go out to Ronya Hoblit, Angela Harmon, Carol
Jean Larsen, Lisa Omlid and Pat Conrad for fulfilling our
congregations offer to serve the noon meal at the Ruth
Meiers Hospitality House at the on Thursday, May 29.
Thanks also to those additional people who offered to help
out but whose services were not needed this time.
Our next time to serve will be Thursday, July 31.

Financial Task Force
We continue to move forward on educating ourselves about church financial issues and will be scheduling training sometime this summer.
Thanks to all those who updated their pledge information!
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People, Place, Program Gatherings
Our People, Place, Program Gatherings are where we
engage in the life of our liberal faith and make a difference.
There is always a light meal and childcare. Our next PPP Gathering is June 19, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The Place Area Vision Statement is Providing a safe, secure,
and aesthetically-pleasing physical environment for both children and adults within our congregation and ensuring that our
physical space meets our growing spiritual needs.

Beginning in the fall, we are looking to move our PPP Gatherings to the third Sunday of the month, following the service
and would like your input. Would this time change make it easier for YOU to attend? We would still provide a light meal and
childcare. Your thoughts and ideas matter, please email the
church: office@bismanuu.org.

We would love for you to join us in coordinating “Rejuvenation Saturdays” (AKA Clean Up Days) during the year.

Below is some information about each “P” area and how
YOU can get involved.

In addition, the Place Area is working with the Board regarding the future of our building as our wonderful liberal faith
community continues to grow.

People Area
Are you inspired to provide the beautiful members of our
congregation and community with compassion, acceptance,
love, and care? If so, you might find your volunteering "home"
in the People Area.
The People Area mission is to promote spiritual growth and
vibrant community at the BisMan UU Fellowship and Church
by providing our congregation with support and opportunities
for community engagement and fellowship. Specifically, we
collaborate to develop and deepen our congregation's
approach to hospitality, greeting, membership, caring and
social justice.
We would love for you to join us in an upcoming People
Area Meeting. Even if you cannot attend, please let us know if
you are interested in opportunities like:
• Greeting on Sunday;
• Coordinating “play datea” for UU parents and children;
• Assisting with a member directory;
• Assisting with Sunday hospitality or special events;
• Providing transportation, meals, or visits for a UU member/friend in need of caring.
Please contact Janis Cheney at jcheney@bis.midco.net for
more information. We look forward to working with you!

Place Area
What’s your passion? Is it gardening, organizing, cleaning,
light carpentry or just generally fixing things around the
house? Perhaps its art or books? If you find yourself saying
“yes” to any of these items, you may wish to try volunteering
for the PLACE AREA.

Or you might help coordinate the lawn mowing, or ensure
our building and its grounds are safe, and everything works
properly and looks as nice as it can.

Join us! We value your time and ideas!
~Tammy
If you have any questions about the PLACE AREA or wish to
volunteer, please contact Tammy Hathaway at office@bismanuu.org or Jim Dawson at jdawson@swca.com

Program Area
The Program Area needs volunteers!
Some of the work of programming is task and detailed oriented: crafting the order of service, performing music, facilitating, presenting, and technical assistance. If you want to
learn a new skill, such as running the sound system or making
podcasts, then the Program Area is a great place to join.
Not all the work of the Program Area is detail and task oriented. We also set the direction of the ministry of the church.
What topics will be discussed and presented in Sunday services, what part of the wider world we bring into our church every
Sunday, what values are promoted from the pulpit; these are
also part of the mission and work of the Program Area.
Program Area needs volunteers of all types. Those who are
detail and task oriented. Those who wish to shape the vision of
our ministry. It is working with people. It is working with
things. It is working with ideas. And I sincerely hope, that it is
the chance for me to work with you.
If you have any questions about the PROGRAM AREA or
wish to volunteer, please contact Tammy Hathaway:
office@bismanuu.org
or
Don
Morrison:
donrm2010@gmail.com.

Thank you!
• To all of the UU kids for a beautiful Mother’s Day service.
• o Tim Hathaway for providing the guidance for that service.
• To all those who donated toward the purchase of a new church lawnmower. The kids raised $481! Thank you!
• To Mike Knudson for his work on our new shed, for painting and cleaning up our firewood rack AND to both he and Ann for
donating firewood to fill that rack!
• To Angela Harmon for donating our new changing table!
• Our volunteers are so greatly appreciated. We could not be who we are without each and every one of you!
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