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Sunday Services & Children’s Programs: 9:00 AM 

   Fellowship & Refreshments: Following Service 

Summer Services 
 

 Summer discussion services Sunday mornings 

through August 30 at 9:00 am 

 Labor Day weekend Sunday, September 6, there 

will be no official service but we will have coffee 

hour and fellowship at 10:30  am. 

 Our regular Sunday morning services begin after 

Labor Day on September 13 at 10:30 am. 

 

On Sunday mornings in the summer, our format is re-

laxed  and informal as we sit together in small circle 

groups suited to encourage conversation. We will 

have music and a thought-provoking reading followed 

by small group discussion with coffee and fellowship 

after service concludes. Children’s religious educa-

tion programs are suspended during the summer; 

however, children are welcome at service. 

Church Calendar 
An asterisk (*) indicates related article  

SATURDAY, JULY 4 
*Independence Day, p. 1 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 5 
Summer Discussion Service, 9:00 am 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 
Summer Discussion Service, 9:00 am 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 16 
Men’s Get-Together at Luft, 5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 19 
Summer Discussion Service, 9:00 am  

*UU Potluck Picnic at Loos/Rohwer residence, 11:00 am 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 24 
UU Women’s Lunch at Minervas, 12:00 Noon  

 

SUNDAY, JULY 26 
Summer Discussion Service, 9:00 am 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 
*Ruth Meiers Hospitality House, 12 noon, p. 2 

 

TBA 
July Board of Trustees Meeting 

The BisMan UU Monthly Newsletter—Sharing Unitarian  
Universalist Values in the Capital City Area  

Sunday, July 5 
DISCUSSION: WHAT IT MEANS TO BE AN AMERICAN 

Facilitator: Don Morrison 
 

Come join the discussion during the Fourth of July weekend as 

we explore our identity and  what it means to be a part of  this 

complex, diverse country.  

Sunday, July 12 
DISCUSSION: UU PRINCIPLE 4 

Facilitator: Karen Van Fossan 
 

Our fourth UU principle affirms "a free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning." Join us as we honor this principle and 

discuss its meaning in our lives.   

Sunday, July 19 
DISCUSSION: UU PRINCIPLE 2 

Facilitator: Dale Pittman 
 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations: We will dis-

cuss how this principle promotes justice and deepens our un-

derstanding of one another. 

Sunday, July 26 
DISCUSSION: LIVING A SIMPLE LIFE 

Facilitator: Paul Markel 
 

We will evaluate the concept of simplicity in daily practice and 

personal ideology.   

Watch the Independence Day firework display on the UU front lawn! Bring 

your own lawn chair or blanket, bug spray, whatever snacks and beverages 

you would like (not required) and enjoy the fireworks display in fellowship 

this Saturday, July 4th! 

FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
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Candles for the Journey 

*Our sympathy goes out to Paul and Tamera Markel on the death of Paul’s 

mother, Phyllis Markel.  

*And our congregation looks forward to welcoming two new babies this 

fall.  Elicia and Monte Faul are expecting their third child in late September, and Tamera 

and Paul Markel are expecting their baby in November. 

*Congratulations to Evan Markel for his acceptance to the UU College of Social Justice. He 

will participate in Activate Southwest in Tucson, AZ during the first week of August. 

UU PICNIC POTLUCK 

Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 AM 

 

Hosts: Liz Loos/ Frank Rohwer & Gus 

1510 Woodvale Drive, Bismarck 58504 

 

Bring a dish to share and your lawn chair. 

UU provides paper plates, cups, utensils. 

 

Activities: Trampoline with net, badminton,  

big backyard to run around in. 

 

Directions 

*South on University Ave. 

*Right (west) on 48th St. just past storage lockers 

*1st Left (south) onto Sibley Dr. 

*2nd Right (west) onto Estate Dr. 

*1st Left onto Woodvale Dr. 

*House #1510 is on the Right; red brick/white siding 

with black shutters 

 

Liz's contacts: 

Hm: 751-0565 

           C: 426-2256  

Special Donations 

*Special donation made in honor of Jim Conley from Vinod & Aruna Seth. 

*Donation to Vision Fund (May) made in honor of Tim Hathaway for serving on the board and in special appreciation of work 

with the youth through RE program by Dean & Pat Conrad. 

*Donation to Vision Fund (June) in appreciation for our being a Welcoming Congregation and sponsoring events such as Capital Pride by 

Dean & Pat Conrad. 

*UU contribution of $138.00 to Dakota OutRight  from Interfaith Service for 2015 Capital Pride on June 21. 

 

 

Ruth Meiers Hospitality House 

On Thursday, July 30th we will again be 

serving the noon meal at the Ruth Meier’s 

Hospitality House.  Pat Conrad is in need 

of two to three volunteers to help her.  

Anyone who can assist should contact Pat 

at 701.4256281. Thanks! 

Helen Hammond (above) pictured with 3 of her 4 

paintings displayed at Missouri Slope Care Center 

during their annual art show on June 12, 2015.  

Photo:  Pat Conrad 

ART DISPLAY 

URBAN HARVEST needs VOLUNTEERS this 

season! Please contact Laura Knudsen at  

director@bismarckurbanharvest.org if inter-

ested! 
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Last Wishes Seminars – Follow-up Information 

A loose leaf notebook containing all of the handouts distributed during the 4 sessions of the Last Wishes seminars has been 

placed in the church library.  This information is available for anyone to review, including those who did not attend any of the 

sessions.  If you want a copy of a specific document, please ask Tamera in the office to help you make a photocopy. 

During the final session, two books related to the topics discussed were reviewed quickly – Being Mortal by Atul Gawande and 

The Other Talk by Tim Prosch.  Being Mortal is reviewed in this newsletter.  The Other Talk will be reviewed in the August 

newsletter.  Both of these books are also being placed in the church library and are available for check out. 

-Pat Conrad 

Prairie restoration project in front of UU (above); milkweeds for 

monarch caterpillars (below), June 29, 2015         

UU HAPPENINGS 

Native Plant Garden Making Progress 
 

   This spring, volunteers seeded the half-circle garden outside 

the our big window with a mix of native plants such as bee balm, 

blanket flower, black-eyed susan, blue flax and penstemon. 

Numerous baby plants are now a few inches high, and a real 

challenge to weed! Most gardeners can tell a baby pigweed 

from a baby marigold, but what does a baby blue flax look 

like?  Those experienced in prairie restoration say it takes about 

five years for a native plant garden to really hit its stride, so we 

don’t expect many flowers the first year, but it will bloom all 

summer once it gets established.  Native plants provide food for 

bees and butterflies, and should be very hardy.  

 
 -Ann Knudson 

Since the Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriages, local media has contacted the Bis-

marck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist Fellowship & Church on our reaction.  JOY!  Board Co-

President, Marnie Piehl was interviewed by KFYR TV’s Nina Carter on Monday (pictured 

below).  Social Action Working Group member, Don Morrison, was interviewed via phone 

by Bismarck Tribune reporter Amy Sisk earlier this week.  

We are very pleased.  Our UU congregation and UUs around the country have 
been holding same gender marriage ceremonies for more than 3 decades. We 
believe in the inherent worth and dignity of every person. So, for us, the 
change now is that our celebrating and honoring same gender couples can also 
be legally recognized. 
  
From the Unitarian Universalist perspective, the Supreme Court’s decision 
affirms justice, equity and compassion in human relations. Most Americans 
agree with that. 
  
The Supreme Court ruled on the side of freedom. They removed roadblocks 

from UUs and many other religions to do what we understand is good and just 

and honoring the worth and dignity of every person. Now those of us who 

have been celebrating same gender marriages along with opposite gender 

marriages will have what we do recognized. Those who believe differently are 

free to continue to do as they have been and marry couples according to their 

beliefs. Nothing changes for them. This is a very welcomed expansion of free-

dom. 

 

Click on link below to watch the news clip! 

Marnie Piehl interviewed by KFYR TV’s Nina Carter, June 29, 2015.  

 

Overview  statement to Bismarck Tribune 

by Don Morrison (below) 

http://www.kfyrtv.com/westdakotafox/home/headlines/Church-Responds-To--310816391.html   
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BEING MORTAL by Atul Gawande 

The author, a surgeon in Boston and author of 3 previous award-winning and well received books, de-

scribes the marvelous developments in medicine, but how physicians are less than honest in talking to 

their elderly patients at the end of their lives.  Physicians are trained to cure people, not to treat them 

as they age and become frail.  Doctors, uncomfortable discussing patients’ anxieties about death, fall 

back on false hopes and treatments that are actually shortening lives, instead of improving them.   

Gawande traces how care for the elderly moved from services provided by extended family, as his 

grandfather experienced in India, to out-of-home care as is currently more common in the US. 

Gawande talks about nursing homes and how they often focus more on the safety of their residents than 

on meeting the residents’ desires about food and beverage consumption and other decisions and activ-

ities the residents want to be involved in.  He tells a charming story about the medical director of a New 

York nursing home who challenged the established rules by bringing a large number of animals into 

his facility, animals the residents benefitted from interacting with.  He traces the development of sup-

ported living facilities, which he sees as better, but still not “home”.  And he describes a service that 

his own father used where services are provided by a “village” of support personnel in the patients’ 

own homes.  Gawande also talks with admiration about palliative care and hospice. 

As he concludes his book, Gawande lays out the important questions a palliative care specialist in his 

own hospital uses with her terminally ill patients.  She said, “A large part of the task is helping patients 

negotiate the overwhelming anxiety – anxiety about death, anxiety about suffering, anxiety about loved 

ones, and anxiety about finances.”  That doctor has a list of questions to cover with patients in the time 

before decisions have to be made:  What do they understand their prognosis to be?  What are their 

concerns about what lies ahead?  What kind of trade-offs are they willing to make?  How do they want 

to spend their time if their health worsens?  And who do they want to make decisions if they can’t? 

Being Mortal is an easy read, but maybe one that should be borrowed rather than purchased.  The Bis-

marck Public Library has several copies, but all were out on loan when this book review was written.  

So borrow this book from the church library.  You will be glad you did, and will want all of your own 

physicians to read it too. 

-Review by Pat Conrad 

BOOK REVIEW 

Missouri Valley Coalition for Homeless People 

www.MVCHP.org for more information 

What: The Homelessness 101 Training is for those who may encounter folks 

suffering from homelessness: how to be an advocate, where to refer those 

who need direct services to in the community, what the reality of homeless-

ness in Bismarck/Mandan looks like. 

Date & Time:  August 6, 9 am-3 pm 

Where: Brynhild Haugland Room at State Capitol 

  

What: The Project Service Connect is to connect folks suffering from home-

lessness with services in the Missouri Valley region.  

Date & Time: August 20 from 3-7 pm 

Where: Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

Interfaith Service at UU during Capital Pride event 

June 21, 2015 

Photo: Janis Cheney 
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Letter from UUA President 

Love Can Change the World 

DONATE NOW 

Friday was a day of joy and celebration. As we learned of the Supreme Court’s ruling in 

favor of marriage equality in every state, our hearts soared, and many eyes filled with tears 

of joy. We won. Our tireless years of effort paid off; and I am convinced that this victory 

would not have happened without the activism of Unitarian Universalists. 

Yet, as we celebrate national marriage equality and how our work and persistence truly 

can change the world, we must also remember that there is still work to be done. We are 

still far from full equality, particularly for transgender individuals and people of color, and 

that work and persistence are still needed. The grief we feel from the horrific murders in 

Charleston still weighs heavily upon us. Let us continue to bring a strong message of love. 

Let’s use this marriage equality victory as inspiration for all of our justice work. Same-sex 

couples filled the stage at General Assembly Friday morning, as we heard from some of 

those who helped forge the path to marriage equality. Rev. Meg Riley, Senior Minister at 

the Church of the Larger Fellowship, said, “…may we, as we proclaim that Black Lives 

Matter, carve the rivers of our faith that tell us that using every ounce of power we have will 

help to get us where we want to go." 

We will not give up on justice in any area. We can and we will continue to change the 

world. Until racially targeted violence is no longer a threat. Until LGBTQ individuals have 

no need to fear losing their jobs because of who they are. Until reproductive healthcare 

and information is accessible to everyone. Until the worth and dignity of every person is 

respected. 
Please make a gift today to the Friends of the UUA to support our ongoing work for justice. 

Faithfully, 
 

  

  

  

  

Rev. Peter Morales 

President, Unitarian Universalist Association  

SAVE THE DATES—UU POTLUCK SUMMER 

PICNICS! 

 Sunday, July 19 (see p. 2) 

 Sunday, August 16 (Potluck Picnic and 

Blessing of the Animals) at Sertoma 

Park 

UU Pride Booth at Custer Park, June 20, 2015 

Four of 9 volunteers pictured on right: Dean Conrad, Pat Con-

rad, Keith Donaldson, Carol Jean Larsen 

Photo: Carol Jean Larsen 

https://giving.uua.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fgiving.uua.org%2ffriends&srcid=5767&srctid=1&erid=2213991&trid=42c91a35-6cd9-45e8-8893-b80cb9b2105a
https://giving.uua.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fgiving.uua.org%2fsslpage.aspx%3fpid%3d419&srcid=5767&srctid=1&erid=2213991&trid=42c91a35-6cd9-45e8-8893-b80cb9b2105a


Vision Statement 

We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community 

for all who seek an inspirational and  

religious home. 
 

Mission Statement 

We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming 

all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary, 

and offering a call to build a better self,  

community and world. 
 

Religious Education Mission Statement 

The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual 

inquiry for people of all ages. 
 

Welcoming Congregation 

We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming  

Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home 

for people of free faith regardless of race, color, 

gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age, 

national origin, socioeconomic status,  

physical or mental ability. 

2015 Board of Trustees and Staff 

Co-President, Marnie Piehl    piehl.patch@gmail.com 

Co-President, Molly Brooks   brooks.molly@gmail.com 

Secretary, Ronya Hoblit     hoblit2001@yahoo.com 

Treasurer, Lisa Omlid      omlid.lisa@gmail.com 

Trustee, Stephen Crane     scrane@bis.midco.net 

 

Office Administrator 
Tamera Markel 

Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-934-3169 

E-mail: office@bismanuu.org  

 

 

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church 

Check out our Website! 

www.bismanuu.org 

P.O. Box 297 

Bismarck, ND 58502 
 

We are on Facebook! 

SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

12:00pm—3:00 pm 

It is ALWAYS a good idea to call first before stopping by: 701.223.6788 

Very Useful Links 
 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

www.uua.org 

 

Mid America Region 

http://midamericauua.org/ 

 

Quest for Meaning 

(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—VERY cool!) 

www.questformeaning.org 

6.14.15 Congregational Meeting Nubs: 

 Consensus was our congregation should try to 

make part-time minister work; hoping to grow 

and have more of a community presence with 

an eye on maintaining/growing lay capacity 

 Still a lay-led congregation, part-time ministry 

to be as a trusted advisor and in pastoral care; 

volunteers are still very needed—

responsibilities not to be handed over; Board 

emphasized the position is supporting, not 

leading; involved in strategic planning  

 Compensation estimated to be $20,000/year, 

depending (hourly compensation); our congre-

gation is able to support this effort for one year; 

would have to fundraise/pledge for subsequent 

years to cover cost 

 

*Minutes from our meetings are available to read on 

the bulletin board outside the church office. 

http://www.bismanuu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bismarck-Mandan-Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-and-Church/144794788912484
http://www.uua.org
http://midamericauua.org/
http://www.questformeaning.org/

