July 2012

BISMARCK-MANDAN UNITARIAN UNIVERALIST
FELLOWSHIP&CHURCH

818 E. Divide Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58501
701-223-6788
WEBSITE: bismanuu.org EMAIL: office@bismanuu.org

Sunday Service & Children’s Activities: 10:30 AM
Fellowship & Coffee: Following Service

The Beacon

Our Monthly Newsletter Sharing Unitarian Universalist Values
in the Capital City Area

Sweet Summer Service Success!
Our congregation did not officially meet Memorial
Day weekend, but a few people were on hand to
just sit around and talk and drink coffee anyway.
The REAL summer services began the following
week, on June 3.
The format for the Summer Services is different
from the services throughout the other parts of the
year. Oh, we still have music and readings and
candle lighting, but do not have a “speaker.” Instead, a facilitator presents a short reading in From
Zip Lines to Hosaphones: Dispatches from the Search
for Truth and Meaning. Several thoughtful questions
are posed for small group discussion. Our new
round tables are so great for this type of conversational format.

POTLUCK PICNIC
Sunday, June 8, 2012
12:00 N-2:00 pm, following 10:30-11:30
Sunday Service
AT THE BENJAMIN HOME!
4323 Crestwood Dr., Bismarck

Our first service drew 17 people; the second had
26 in attendance; the third was combined with our
picnic, and had 27 people in attendance; the June
24th service had 30 people attending. SO…it
seems that there is an interest in our congregation
(and the wider community, as there have been
quite a few new faces!) for summer services.

Directions: N on River Rd., Left (W) on Sandy River
Rd., Right (N) on Fernwood Dr., 1st left (W) onto
Crestwood Dr.
*Carpooling from the church available
following service.*
Bill has been in South Africa since April working for USAID
(US Agency for International Development) in the Southern Africa Regional Office in Pretoria, South Africa. He will
return home on leave in July after which Cindy, Ford and
pets will travel back to South Africa with him to join him
for the next couple of years. Before they go, they’d like to
host the July picnic at their house…this event was supposed to happen last summer, but due to the flood many
of you were at the Benjamin home sandbagging and moving instead. They’d like to host a joyful occasion this year.
Please join them on July 8th in our newly restored back
yard. Bring lawn chairs and sunscreen.

Because this is a new thing, we welcome comments
and questions, as always! We want to make these
services fruitful for all of us who seek meaning in
our world!

Please bring a food item to share and your own beverage.
The church will provide cups, plates, napkins, utensils
AND COFFEE! If you have questions, please call the
church office: 223-6788.

From Jane Ranney Rzepka’s book, From Zip Lines to Hosaphones:
Dispatches from the Search from Truth and Meaning

Sunday:10:30 am

Title

Facilitator

July 1

“Corn and Chaff Together”

Janis Cheney

July 8

“What Holds U Together”

Colleen Reinke

July 15

“God (and Variations on the Theme)”

Molly Brooks

July 22

“The Marker’s Meaning”

Don Morrison

July 29

“The Dim Soul and What to Do About It”

Janis Cheney
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Church Calendar

CAPITAL A’FAIR
SATAY FUNDRAISER

An asterisk (*) indicates relted article

Sun. July 1

11:30 AM

July 4 & 5

Social Justice Meeting
UU Office Closed

Fri. July 6

10:00-2:00

UU Office Open

Sun. July 8

12:00-2:00

* Potluck Picnic at the Benjamin
Home, following Sunday service

Tues. July 10

12:00 N

Program Committee Meeting

Fri. July 20

12:00 N

Women’s Lunch at Minerva’s

Mon. July 23

5:30 PM

* Men’s BBQ Society Supper

Wed. July 25

7:00 PM

Board of Trustees Meeting

The Capital Affair is Saturday and Sunday, August 4-5.

** SPECIAL NOTE: Regular church office hours for July are
10:00 —2:00 Monday thru Thursday. If you have questions, please call the church office: 223-6788 **

Mike Knudson and Dean Conrad will be coordinating the
event. They need the following:
Someone with a truck to move grills from various houses to/
from the event on Friday the 3rd and Sunday the 5th.
People to skewer the meat on Friday night the 3rd at the
Church. That activity will start about 4:00 PM, but people
can come anytime, like after work. The time necessary depends upon how many people show up. We have found that
people unable to stand and/or cook and sell, are more than
willing to sit and skewer on Friday night!
Personal home freezers in which to store parts of the satay.

Calling all OWLS!
The Religious Education Committee has
made a commitment to put into place the Our
Whole Lives curriculum for the fall of 2012.
We plan to provide the training this summer
and we need adults who are interested in being involved in this effort. A summary of the
curriculum can be found at http://
www.uua.org/re/owl/index.shtml. Contact
Tim (see above) if you are interested.

People to cook/sell/market the product at the Capitol. Shifts
should be about 1 ½ hours starting Saturday and Sunday at
8:00 AM. At least 3 people are needed per shift.
People needed Sunday to help take down the tent, etc. and
to move things back to the Church.
People to help clean up at the Church Sunday after the
event.
If you are willing to help, please call Mike (223-2962) or
Dean (258-6388) so you may be added to the list.
Thank you for your help with this important
fundraising project!

Men’s BBQ Society
The Men’s BBQ Society will meet at Tyler Demars’ home, 2110 N. 3rd St. in
Bismarck, on Monday, July 23. This group is open to anyone (well, of the
male persuasion) interested in good food and good conversation. We will
begin at 5:30. Please bring food or drink to share and RSVP to Tyler: tylerdemars3@hotmail.com or 255-3442.

Page 3

The Beacon

UU Smorgas-Board
Tidbits from Your Head Chef
We send our thoughts of love and healing to Board Member Lisa Omlid, who is feeling under the weather lately and attended
the last meeting via telephone! Get better soon, Lisa! Don’t worry, we are saving your work for you!
The Board thanks Jim Lennington of the Sacred Space Task Force for making a presentation at the June 27 meeting about a proposal from JPL Architects to do preliminary work with our congregation regarding options for improving our space issues in our
building. The Task Force recommendations have been taken under advisement by the Board.
Molly Brooks made a presentation at our meeting on June 27 regarding the possibilities of improving the congregation’s web
presence. The Board voted to create an intergenerational Website and Social Media Task Force to analyze our current web
presence, research options for improvement along with their costs, and generally bring us into the 21 st Century a little more solidly and with a little more panache. Tammy, who manages our current web activities, will meet with Molly Brooks and Board
Liaison Marnie Piehl to determine next steps. Thanks so much to Molly for her initial proposal!
If you are interested in volunteering for the afore-mentioned Website and Social Media Task Force, please contact Tammy, Marnie, or Molly. See also a related story in this issue!
Special thanks to Carol Jean Larson and Karen Van Fossan, who represented our congregation at General Assembly in Phoenix,
AZ, this June! We look forward to hearing more about your experiences!

Just How Did This

Summer Sunday Service Situation

Come About?

By Colleen Reinke, Summer Service Supporter
Last summer, Janis Cheney (then Board President) and Karen Van Fossan (then and current Board member) attended Midwest
Leadership School in Beloit WI. They came back enriched by the experience and brimming with suggestions for our congregation. One of the suggestions they were adamant about was holding services throughout the year, not just over the school year.
In other words, to have SUMMER SERVICES!
Traditionally, our congregation had always ceased Sunday services from Memorial Day to Labor Day. After chatting with representatives from other congregations, they discovered that NOT having summer services was rather unique to our congregation.
The 2011 and 2012 Boards agreed that we tend to lose touch with our community when we don’t see each other for religious fellowship for three months out of the year. We decided that in 2012, we would HOLD SUMMER SERVICES, although we did not
know exactly how this would happen or what exactly a summer service would even look like. We would leave the details up to
THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE. This is called “passing the buck…”
When initially approached by the idea of doing services all year, our Intrepid Program Chair, Don Morrison, turned slightly
pale, then sort of greenish-blue. There was some muttering, but eventually, the program committee embraced the task of planning summer services. They settled on the idea of not having formal speakers, but instead, having facilitators present the congregation with questions and thoughts for discussion in greater detail than we normally do on Sundays. Enter again, Janis Cheney, stage right, who had a book From Zip Lines to Hosaphones: Dispatches from the Search for Truth and Meaning by Jane Ranney
Rzepka and study guide that laid out services. VOILA! Summer Services!
See how easy that was!?
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Sacred Space
Task Force Update
The Sacred Space Task Force met on June
19 to discuss a proposal from JPL architects to assist our congregation with analyzing our space needs and deciding how
to proceed. The members discussed the
proposal at length and voted to recommend to the Board of Directors that the
Larrivee proposal be pursued. Jim Lennington volunteered to make a presentation on the Larrivee proposal at the next
Board meeting.

Thank You….
A Big Thank You to all those folks
who help keep our church a great
place to be! A special shout out to:
 Bonnie Olson for keeping our
church clean! (Did you see how
clean our “new” stove is?),
 Tyler Sanford (owner of Precision
Lawn Works) for mowing our
lawn. If you need mowing services or future snow removal,
contact him: 701.426.1156 or tyler
@precisionlawnworks.com,
 Joann Ashley for planting flowers
and tending to the flower beds
outside our church,
 Ann and Mike Knudson for supportive acts for the church too numerous to mention,
 Our Summer Program Team for
continuing services through the
summer months….
It takes many people who donate
their time to keep our church rich
and running smoothly. We appreciate everyone who makes that possible!
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Board (Lawn) Chair Musings
Because we are a small congregation with a limited number of volunteers to
draw from, our board members often serve “double duty,” both as members
of the Board and as members or even chairs of other committees within the
congregation. This year’s board of directors has set a goal of NOT chairing
other church committees themselves, but instead, serving as liaisons between the different committees and the Board. Ideally, this means the liaisons do not DO committee work, they simply report back to the Board. It is a
good way for the Board to keep in touch with committees without having to
provide oversight or leadership to those committees. Board members can
become as involved as they can or are comfortable with doing, but they
should not get so deeply involved in committee work that their Board work
suffers.
The role of Boards changes as the entity which they govern changes. Our
church is changing in many ways, some of them quite rapid. We face a lot of
challenges in meeting the needs of the congregation while balancing the
limitations that come with our relative size. We meet twice a month instead
of once – our first meeting of the month focuses on strategic planning, while
the second focuses on the status of committees and other projects the Board
is working on. We are accountable to one another to complete the work we
have promised to do. And of course, we are accountable to the congregation.
Today’s board is making a conscious effort to focus on “Board work” – the
work of governance and guidance, rather than the nitty gritty of “committee
work” – what you see happen at services and in the RE rooms. We have not
perfected the transition to “Board Only” work, but we are trying. With the
help of the congregation, we can be more successful at this.
I know you are all asking, “But Colleen, how can WE help the Board become
more efficient?” Wow, am I glad you asked! Here is how you can help:



Volunteer for a committee or a task force



Volunteer to chair a committee or a task force



Identify a need at the church that you think is unfulfilled and come
up with a plan to fill it – bring that plan to the board



Step up whenever there is a call from the church for help, whether it
is with scraping paint or greeting people at the door



Bring cookies to Board members (this is VERY helpful for reasons
known only to me!)

While the Board is responsible to “manage” the congregation, it is the
WHOLE CONGREGATION that make us a CONGREGATION! If you attend
BisMan UU, you are part of our community and we are happy you are here…
now, here is a scraper…
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Karen and CJ meet 4000 Soul Buddies in Phoenix
Karen Van Fossan and Carol Jean Larsen were our congregation's two voting delegates to the UUA Justice General Assembly
held in Phoenix, AZ June 20 - 24, 2012.
In five long days they sang heartily with 4000 justice-seeking UU's from 49 other
states, pondered the official business of our "association of congregations" as
delegates and chose workshops from a vast array of poignant topics.
They celebrated with Rev. Lyn Burton as she received her Final Fellowship ministerial credentials. At this Justice GA the profound public witness received extensive national media attention. Karen and CJ joined in the Candlelight Vigil at
Tent City (a detention camp for hundreds of undocumented people). There was
little time for such things as food.
Stay tuned for more specifics from our delegates. Karen's ONE word for her first
General Assembly - "transformative". Carol Jean's ONE word for her multi-many
GA's - "re-energizing".

Candles for the Journey
Candle of joy: for Ken Slaathaug's
daughter Amelia who has finally come
home form the hospital. Now Ken and
his wife Jaimee can experience the joy of
being awake at night, like the parents of
other newborns!

Karen & CJ at Justice GA 2012

First Summer Picnic on “East Lawn”
On June 17, Tammy and Tim Hathaway
hosted our first summer picnic at the church.
Tammy facilitated the service of mostly music, thanks to Jean King, and the picnic began shortly after 11:00 AM.
After singing for nearly half an hour, everyone was hungry! We set round tables up on
the East Lawn (before it was turned into a
giant mud pit) and the weather cooperated
beautifully! The potluck provided a great
deal of variety, and everyone had a good
time!

Board of Trustees and Officers
President, Colleen Reinke
Vice President, Tim Hathaway
Secretary, Karen Van Fossan
Treasurer, Carol Jean Larsen
Director, Beth Nodland
Director, Lisa Omlid
Director, Marnie Piehl

cjreinke@gmail.com
hathaway.timothy.l@gmail.com
karenvanfossan@gmail.com
cjlarsen43@bis.midco.net
bnodland@aol.com
omlid.lisa@gmail.com
marnie.piehl@bismarckstate.edu
or piehl.patch@gmail.com

Office Administrator
Tammy Hathaway
Church phone: 701-223-6788 Cell phone: 701-426-9307
E-mail: office@bismanuu.org

Bis-Man UU Fellowship & Church
P.O. Box 297
Bismarck, ND 58502

Check out our Website!

We are on Facebook!

www.bismanuu.org

Vision Statement
We will be a vibrant, caring, spiritual community
for all who seek an inspirational and
religious home.
Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of free minds, welcoming
all, a beacon of enlightenment and sanctuary,
and offering a call to build a better self,
community and world.
Religious Education Mission Statement
The Bismarck-Mandan Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship seeks to provide a path for spiritual
inquiry for people of all ages.
Welcoming Congregation
We are a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation that seeks to be a spiritual home
for people of free faith regardless of race, color,
gender, affectional or sexual orientation, age,
national origin, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability.

JULY UU OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 10:00—2:00

Very Useful Links
Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org
Prairie Star District
www.psduua.org
Church of the Larger Fellowship
www.clf.uua.org
Quest for Meaning
(Church of the Larger Fellowship Young Adult Forum—
VERY cool!)
www.questformeaning.org

No Parking? No Kidding! This photo was
taken from our “East Lawn” facing 9th St.

